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R * 
ADVENTURES 


OF 


* 
GIL dA a6 
CHAP. I. 


The Birth and Education of GIL BLAS. 


Y father, Blas of Santillane, after 

many years ſervice in the troops of 
Spain, retired to the place of his birth, 
and took a wife, of whom I am the frſt= 
born. They afterwards removed to Ovi- 
edo, where they were retained as upper ſer- 
vants, in the family of a lady. From the 
poverty of my parents my education would 
probably have been neglected, had not my 
mother's brother, Gi/ Peres, a fat little 
canon, whoſe chief care was to live well, 
taken me under his 5 

2 
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He carried me to his own houſe while 
an infant, and took charge of my educa- 
tion; I appeared ſo ſprightly, that he de- 
termined to cultivate my genius. A horn- 
book was therefore produced, and he him- 
ſelf undertook to learn me to read. This 
taſk was no leſs uſeful to him than to me, 
for by teaching me my letters, he re- 
covered all the learning he was ever poſleſ- 
ſed of, and was thereby enabled to read 
ks breviary without much heſitation. He 
had alſo an inclination to teach me the la- 
er likewiſe, but, alas ! eo 

ignorant canon of the chapter, a 
never undłrſtood even the rudiments of 
that language ;—1 have indeed been told, 
that he awed his dignity, and even his or- 
dination to the pricſthood in the church of 
Rome, to the influence of ſome pious nuns, 
for whom he had ated the part of a zea- 
lous comenĩſſioner. 

My uncle's ignorance therefore expoſed 
me to the diſcipline of Dr, Godenex, the 
moſt expert flogger in Oviedo. Here I 
improved ſo faſt, that in five or fix years 

I underſtood 
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I underſtood a little Greek, was a pretty 
good Latin ſcholar, and began to chop 
logic.apace. I acquired the reputation of 
a great ſcholar, and this pleaſed my un- 
cle extremely, as he foreſaw that I ſhould 
not be muck longer. an expence to him. | | 
«© Harkthee, Gz/ (ſaid he one day) thou 

tc art no longer a child, and it is high 
„ time for thee to puſh thy fortune in 
*© the world: thou ſhalt go to Salaman- 
© ca, where, with ſuch genius and learn- 
„ ing, thou canſt not fail of obtaining 
« ſome good poſt; thou ſhalt have ſore 
© money in thy pocket, and I will give 
„ thee my own mule, which thou may'ft 
« fell jor twelve piſſoles, and hve upon the 
© money till thou ſhalt be ſettled to thy 
& fatisfaction *' 

Altho' 1 longed greatly to ſee the world, 
yet I affected ſo lively a ſorrow at my de- 
parture, and at leaving ſo kind an uncle, 
that his heart melted, and he really gave 
me more money than he at firſt intended, 

Yet betore I departed, my duty led me to 
take leave of my father and mother, from 
A 3 whom 
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whom I received a world of good advice, 


and a hearty bleſſing, which were all 1 


could expect; and then mounting my 
mule, bade adieu to Oviedo. 


CHAT. I. 


His Alarm on the Road to Pennaflor: His 
Conduct there: Account of the Perſon with 
whom be ſupped. 


O the road to Pennaflor I found myſelf 

poſſeſſed of a ſorry mule, forty good 
ducats,. and a few royals. "Throwing the 
bridle on the neck of the mule, I let her 
go gently on, and amuſed myſelf by count- 
ing my money into my hat; and as I had 
never ſeen © much before, I turned it 
over, and gazed at it with great delight. 
The mule, however, ſtopped ſuddenly in 
the middle of the road, pricked up her 
ears, and ſeemed affrighted. Looking 
around to {ee what was the matter, I per- 
ceived an old hat on the_ground with a 
link of beads in it, and heard theſe words 


uttered 


—__ * 
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uttered from behind a buſh, ©* Have pity 
% upon a poor lame ſoldier, and drop a 
* little money into the hat; you will be 
«« rewarded in heaven for it.” I imme- 
diately ſaw a fellow taking aim at me with 
a gun from behind the buſh ; whereupon 
I pocketed my ducats with great haſte, 
and approaching the hat, dropped an ex- 
torted charity of at leaſt twenty royals in- 
to it one after another, that the religious 
highway robber might ſee how nobly L 
treated him. 

I did not look upon this adventure as 
any very favourable omen ; however, at 
length I arrived in ſafety at Pennaflor, and 
had no ſooner alighted at the inn, than 
the landlord received me with great civi- 
lity, untied my portmanteau, and ſhewed - 
me into a room, while the oſtler led my 
mule into the ſtable. The name of my 
hoſt was Andrea Corcuelo, who, from be- 


ing a ſerjeant inthe army, had married a 


young girl of Caſtropol, who, tho* not 
handſome, was very thrifty, He was ex- 
tremely ' talkative, and after telling me 


every 
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every thing relative to himſelf, expected, 
J ſuppoſe, that he had a right to the ſame 
condeſcenſion from me, and accordingly 
alked me, with a profound bow between 
every queſtion, who | was? Whence I 
came? And. whither I was going ? This 
naturally engaged us in a long converſa- 
tion, in which, having mentioned an in- 
tention of ſelling my mule, on account 
of her being ſo ſluggiſh, and purſuing my 
journey under the convoy. of a carrier, he 


approved of my reſolution, and told me. 


that he was acquainted with 'a very honeſt 
jockey who would buy her, and went in 
queſt of the man immediately. 

It was not long before they returned 
tegether; we walked into the yard, my 
mule was produced, and after examining 
her from head to foot, he aſſured me that 
| the had all the faults that a mule could 
have, and appealed to my landlord for the 
truth of what he ſaid. Upon aſking me 
<< What 1 expected for ſo ſorry an ani- 
« mal?” I replied, That I ſhould rely 
&« on his integrity, and it he in his own 
* conſcience 


Sam 9 „ „„ won 2 
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e conſcience would appraiſe the beaſt, I 
| ©. would ſtand to the valuation.“ Upon 
this he aſſumed the man of honour, but, 
inftead of valuing her at ten or twelve 
piſtoles, as my uncle had done, he fixed 
the price at three ducats; which [ ac- i" 
cepted, however, with great ſatisfaQtion, | | 
My landlord then took me to a carrier, | | 
who was to ſet out the next day for 4ftor- | 
ga, and who, after having agreed for the 
hire of a mule, and for my board upon | 
the road, informed me, that he ſhould de- 
part before day-break, but that he would 
take care to wake me in good time, As 
we were returning, Corcuelo was accoſted - 1 
by a man of pretty good appearance, while | | 
| I paſſed on, and left them converſing to- 
| 


gether. | 


When I arrized at the inn, I ordered %» þ} 
ſupper, and being meagre day, was ſerved 
with an amlet of eggs; but 1 had not 
ſwallowed a morſe], before the landlord 
came in, followed by the very perſon 
with whom I had left him in the 

| ſtreet. This gentleman advanced haſtilß 
towards 


—  —— 
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towards me, ſaying, Mr. Student, I am 
„informed that you are Signior Gil Blas 
& of Santillane, the link of philoſophy, 
*© and the ornament of Oviedo Are you 
, really that mirrour of learning, that 
© ſublime genius, whoſe reputation is ſo 
«© great Vou know not (continued he, 
turning to Corcuelo and his wife) you 
* know not what you poſleſs ! you have 


* a treaſure in your houſe! In this young 


«« gentleman, behold the eighth wonder 
*© of the world; — Then turning about, 
and claſping me in his arms, “ Forgive 
Fe my tranſport ! (cry'd he) your preſence 
© creates a joy that [ cannot contain!“ 
He almoſt ſuffocated me with his embra- 
ces; but having at length diſengaged 
myſelf: I replied, “I did not think, Sir, 
that my name was known at Pennaflor.” 
% How! known! (replied he) we keep a 
4 regiſter here of all the celebrated wits 
« within twenty leagues of the place: 
F* You, in particular, are looked upon as 
a prodigy amongſt us; and 1 don't doubt 
- *f hut Spain will one day or other be as 


proud 
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, 


& proud of you, as Greece was of her ſe- 


« ven ſages, 

This behaviour appeared to me to be 
ſo much like that of a gentleman, that I 
invited my kind flatterer to take part ef 
my ſupper; ** O! with the greatelt plea- 
«« ſure in life; (cried he) the fates are 
«© too obliging to me, in having led me 
« into the company of the illuſtrious Gz/ 
« Blas, not to enjoy my good fortune as 
« long as 1 can; I will therefore fit down 
and eat a mouthful, altho' I am not very 
„ hungry,” 

He then took his place oppoſite to me, 
and an amlet being brought in for him 
alſo, he attacked it, as if he had not eat 
a morſel for a week. I perceived that we 
ſhould not have enough, and therefore 
ordered more; which was ſerved up juſt 
as we — or rather he — had finiſhed the 
firſt, He played his part upon this with 
equal vigour, and, without loſing a ſingle 
motion of his teeth, overwhelmed me- with 
praiſes and compliments, which made'me 
very vain of myſelf, He drank as fœely 


— 
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as he ate: ſometimes he took off a glafs 


to my health: ſometimes to that of my 
father and mother, whoſe happineſs, he 


ſaid, muſt be complete, in being bleſſed 
with ſuch a ſon as me. He inſiſted upon 
my doing him juſtice, by toaſting health 
for health ; and this, with his bewitching 
flattery, put me into ſo good an humour, 
that ſeeing his plate almoſt empty, I aſked 
if there was no fiſh in the houſe, Corcuelo 
replied, that he had a fine trout, but that 
thoſe who eat it muſt pay for the 3 
„% What do you mean by that (quoth the 


* paraſite) there is nothing too good for 


&« the celebrated G7 Blas; he deſerves to 
« be entertained like a king.“ 
* Produce this mighty trout of yours, 


«© Maſter Corcuelo, (cry'd |, a little offend- 


«© ed) you need not doubt but it will be 
«paid for,” — This was all my hoſt wanted; 
the trout was dreſt, and brought to table 
in a trice; the ſycophant's eyes ſparkled 
at the fight of it, and he behaved as po- 
litely, -I mean eat as heartily—of the 
fiſh, as he had done before of eggs. At 


length, Wl 


U 
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length, being crammed to the very throat, 
and having drank his bellyful, he roſe 
from the table, and to conclude the hum, 
he addreffed himſelf to me in theſe words; 
44 Signior Gil Blas, I am fo well ſatisfied 


* with your good cheer, that, before 5 


* depart, | muſt give you one piece of 
« advice, which you ſtand in great need 
c of z henceforth be upon your guard 
« apamſt every body you do not know, 
E and beware of flattery # you will find 
«c people enough in every place ready to 
© feed upon your credulity, but be a 
4 dupe no longer, nor believe thy ſelf 
ce (tho' a man ſhould ſwear it) the eighth 
« wonder of the world.” With theſe 
words, he laughed in my face, and left 
the room. I was aſhamed to the laſt de 
gree in diſcovering that I had been ſo 
groſsly impoſed upon. What (quoth I 
« to myſelf) am I then made a jeſt of !— 
« Ah! ſimple fellow, go hang thyſelf for 
« ſhame, in having given ſuch a raſcal an 
« opportunity of turning thee into ridi- 
% eule inſtead of exhorting thee ta 

B © wrong 
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« wrong nobody, thy parents ought to 
© have cautioned thee againſt the kna- 
* very of the world.” —Mortitied by 
theſe reflections, I locked myſelf in my 
chamber and went to bed; but before I 
could cloſe my eyes to ſleep, the carrier 
came and informed me that he was ready 
to depart, and only waited for me. I got 
up, and while I was putting on my clothes, 
Corcuelo brought me a bill, in which he 
had not forgot to mention the trout. 
While I was paying his extravagant de- 
mand, I perceived that he alſo ſneered at 
me tor my folly; on which I clapped my 
bags upon my ſhoulder, went to the mu. 
leteer, and wiſhed the paralite, the inn- 
keeper, and the inn a thouſand miles off. 


ee. I. 


The Carrier*s Temptation on the Read, and © 
the Conſequences of it. | 


THERE were in our Company two 
children belonging to a gentleman 
| of 


or G11 Blas. 15 
of Pennaflor, a ballad-finger of Mondonedo, 
and a young tradeſman of Aforgay who 
was taking home a wife he had lately mar- 
ried at Veres. The tawney complexion of 
this lady was by no means inticing, but 
her youth and plumpneſs had a prodigi- 
ous effect upon the Carrier, who reſolved 
to make an attempt upon her inchnations, 
We alighted in the evening at the firſt inn 
we came to, which was ſituated rather in 
the country than in the town. He took 
care to have us conducted into a remote 
apartment, where indeed we ſupped in 
peace and quietneſs; hut our meal was 
ſcarce ended, before he entered the room 
*with a furious look, crying, “I am rob- 
© bed! | am robbed of a hundred piſtoles, 
* which were in a leathern bag! I muſt 
F* find them among you, or elſe I ſhall 

al . „ apply to a magittrate, and have you all 
„ put to the rack, till you contels the 
© crime, and reſtore the money.“ 

We were a parcel of raw fools, ſtran- 
gers to each other, ignorant of the for- 
malities of the law, and therefore believed 

B 2 that 
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that we ſhould immediately be put to the 
torture, Frighted to death, we Jeſt the 
room in a hurry ; running into the ſtreet, 
and every one making the teſt of his heels 
for ſafety. The carrier, however, {topped 
the new-married lady, and behaved very 
rudely to her; but on her making a great 
noiſe, the patrole which happened to be 
paſling by the houſe, went in, and de- 
manded the reaſon of thoſe cries. The 
landlord, who ſat finging in the kitchen, 
pretended he knew nothing of the mat- 
ter; but on the ſerjeant of the patrole's 
going into the room from whence the 
noiſe proceeded, and ſeeing the inſult, he 
belaboured the muleteer very luſtily with 
the handle of his halbert : This was net 
all: he carried the criminal before the 
judge, who, having heard and confidered 
the cauſe, ordered him to be ſtripped and 
{courged in his preſence; and that, if the 
huſband of the plaintiff did not appear | 
betore the next day, the plaintiff ſhould 
be eſcorted to Aforga by two horſemen, 
at the charge of the delinquent. x | 
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As for me I made directly into the coun- 
try, croſſed many fields and heaths, and 
leaped a great number of ditches, Arri- 
ving at length, at the fide of a wood, juſt 
as I was entering it, in hopes of conceal» 
ing myſelf, on a ſudden two horſemen ap- 
peared, and called out, Who goes there?“ 
and then clapping a piſtol to my breaſt, 
demanded who I was; whence I came; and 
what buſineſs I bad in that foreſt ; and 
charged mie above all things to hide no- 
thing from them. To theſe queſtions I 
rephed, that | came from Oviedo, and was 
going to Salamanca, I recounted our 
alarm at the inn, and confeſſed that the 
fear of the torture had cauſed me to run 
away —— They laughed very heartily at 
the adventure, and one of them faid, 
“ Take courage, my lad; come along 
« with us, and we will put thee into a 
*“ place of fatety.” He then made me get 
up behind him, and we proceeded 1nto the 
wood, After many windings and turn- 
ings, we at length came to the foot of a 
hill, where we alighted 3 and one of the 

B 3 men 
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men ſaid, This is our dwelling - place. 
I could perceive neither houſe nor kut; 
however, the two men lifted up a large 
trap-· door, covered with earth and bram- 
bles which concealed the entrance of a 
paſſage under- ground, into which we all 
entered; and then, on their letting down 
the trap door on the infide, the worthy 
kinſman of my uncle Peres, found him- 
ſelf caught like a mouſe in a trap. 


CHAT. IF. 
A Deſcription of the Subterranean Habita- 


* ticn, &c. 


HEN we had gone about 2060 ſteps 

from the door cf this diſmal vault, 
we came to a ſtable, lighted by two great 
lamps. Here I obſerved plenty of ſtraw, 
a good many barrels of provinder, and an 
old negro, who ſeemed very vigorous for 
his years. Having put up the horſes, we 
went forward till we came to a kitchen, 


where an old woman was buſy in broiling 
| of 


— 
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of ſteaks, and providing for ſupper 3 and 
in 2 larder juſt by was great plenty of pro- 
viſions, 

„% Well, Leonarda, (ſays one of the gen- 
« tlemen) ſee here, we have brought a 
& young man for you.” And then turn - 
ing to me, Don't he afraid my lad (ſaid 
« he) thou ſhalt come to no harm, Thou 
& ſhalt here ſupply the place of a young 
« fellow who died about fifteen days age, 
6 as an aſſiſtant to this good gentlewoman. 
« Think thyſelf happy that we met with 
© thee: indeed thou wilt never more be- 
& hold the ſun, but then, inſtead of that 
& thou ſhalt live well, and have a rouſing 
« fire. Leonarda 1s a very gentle creature, 
© and that thou mayeſt not imagine that 
« thou art got among a parcel of beg- 
& pars, I will ſhew thee our ſtores.” Then 


taking a flambeau, and bidding me fol- 
low, he took me into a cellar, where I be- 


held many bottles and jars, filled with 
excellent wine. -We afterwards went in- 
to other apartments containing bales of 
linen, ſilks and hn, and in one ] per- 


ceived 
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ceived a prodigious quantity of money, 
with plate in abundance. From hence we 
marched into a large hall, illuminated by 
three branches. Well, G. Blas, (quoth 


* my conductor) I have already told thee 


ce that thou ſha't live here in affluence, and 
roll in money, nay more, thou ſhalt be 
c (afe; this retreat is unknown to the ma- 
© giſtracy; I have lived here in ſafety for 
1% fifteen years; my name is Capt. Ne- 
% lande; | am the chief of the companys 
and the perſon whom thou ſaweſt with 
*« me is one of my gang.” 

He had ſcarce done ſpeaking before half 
a dozen freſh faces appeared before us, 
who were returning from an expedition In 


— 


which they had obtained tuo hampers of 


ſugar, cinnamon, pepper, dried figs, al- 
monds and raiſins, which thev had taken 
from a grocer of Benavento. Thele being 
lodged in the ſtore- room, a table was co- 
vered in the hall, and I was ordered into 
the kitchen, where dame Leonaraa ins 
ſtructed me in the nature of my new of- 


fice. I ſuppreſſed my grief as well as I 
could, 
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could, and decked out the ſide board with 
: lver cups, and many bottles of good wine; 
and ſupper being now ready, | brought-m 
two ragouts, and the whole company fell 
to eating, while L ſtood behind and ſup- 
plied them with wine. I acquitted myſelf. 


fa honourably, that they were pleaſed to 


compliment me upon my dexterity, and the 


captain recounted my ſtory in a few words, 
which afforded a good deal of diverſion. . A 
diſh of roaſt meat finiſhed the repaſt. At- 
ter the company had drank-in proportion 
to their eating, they each took a candle 
and withdrew; and having lighted Cap- 
tain Rolando into his chamber, I returned 
into the kitchen, where Domingo (for that 

was the old negroe's name) expected me to 
tupper. 

My melancholy deprived me of my ap- 
petite; however. I ſat down to the table, 
and had ſcarce (wallowed a morſel before 
the old lady addreſſed me in this manner; 
Why do you affli yourſelf child! you 
*© ought rather to rejoice at your good 
** fortune ; you are young, and might po- 

ſibly 
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c ſibly have fallen into the hands of liber- 
„ tines who would have taught you all 
& kinds of debauchery, but here your in- 
& nocence will be ſecure.” At length, 
Domingo having eaten and drank plenti- 
fully, retired into the ſtable ; and Leonarda 
took a lamp, and conducted me into a 
vault, which ſerved as a burving-place to 
the robbers who died a natural death; and 
in which I perceived a miſerable truckle 
bed, that looked more like a tomb than 
a couch. This is your beg- chamber 
«© (laid ſhe) the young lad whoſe place 
% you now ſupply, ſlept in this bed as 
« long as he lived, and now he is dead, 
« lies buried at your feet,” So ſaying, 
ſhe put the lamp. upon the ground, and 
retired into the kitchen, while J, throw- 
ing myſelf on the bed, indulged my me- 
lancholy. Good heaven (ſaid I, to my- 
« ſelf) was ever fate ſo horrible | I am bu- 
% ried alive] baniſhed from the fight of 
the ſun! condemned to ſerve robbers ! 
« to ſpend the day among highway men, 
and the night among the dead.“ I la- 

8 mented 
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mented my uncle's deſign of making me 
a great man by fending me to Salamanca. 
and wiſhed that I had ſubmitted to, the 
torture at Cacabe/os. But recollecting that 
vain complaints would anſwer no end, I 
began to think of ſome means of eſcape, 
As ſoon therefore as I imagined Leonarda 
and Domingo were afleep, 1 took my lamp, 
and came out of the vault, with great 
fear and trembling, I proceeded forward 
till I arrived at the door of the ſtable, and 
from thence continued my courſe along 
the paſſage that led to the trap-door, as 
nimbly as 1 could; but, alas! in the mid- 
dle of the entry J found a ſtrong iron 
gate faſt locked, which I did not obſerve 
on my coming in, on account of its being 
thrown open, While 1 was endeavouring 
to force the lock, I felt five-or fix ſevere 
thwacks acrofs my ſhoulders, which cauſ- 
ed me to roar ſo dreadfully that the whole 
cavern echo'd to the noiſe; and turning 
round, I perceived the old negro, with a 
dark lanthorn in one hand, and a ſtout 
cudgel in the other: 50, ſo, (quoth he) 

« What 
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« what you thought to be off, did you? 
©: you imagined | was afleep I ſuppocfgs 
% but I heard you all the while; no, no, 
« you will not catch me napping.” In 
the mean time ſeveral of the thieves were 
alarmed at the noiſe; they jumped out of 
bed in a hurry ; ſeized their ſwords and 
blunderbuſſes, and came towards the gate, 
imagining that the officers of juſtice were 
come upon them, But when they were 
toid the cauſe of the noiſe, their appre- 
henſions were changed into laughter. 
« How now, C. Blas, (ſaid one of the 
« thieves, who had formerly been a monk) 
« why thou haſt not been here above ſix 
«© hours, and wantelt to be gone! ſurely 
«© thou haſt a great averſion to a life of 
e retirement. For this time Domingo's 
„ chaſtiſement ſhall ſuffice; but if ever 
« thou again attempteſt to eſcape, by St. 
« Bartholom au we will flay thee alive.” 
This ſaid, all withdrew; and ] ſneaked 
back to my Go/gotha, and ſpent the re- 
mainder of the night in ſighs and tears. 
But ſorrowing was only vain, and mp 
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good genius inſpired me with a reſolution 
to diſſemble; I appeared leſs ſad than 
uſual, and hegan to laugh and ſing, tho” 
with an aching heart. However, | play- 
ed the counterfeit ſo well, that Leonarda 
and Domingo were deceived, and really 
conceived that, like a bird, I was recon- 
ciled to my cage. I appeared gay before 
the robbers, waited upon them with a 
11; %t air, played the buffoon before them, 
and frequently mixed in their converſa- 
tion, till they were deceived likewiſe, 
One evening, while | entertained them 
in this manner, the captain told me that 
he was glad to ſee that [ had baniſhed my 
melancholy, and that he greatly approved 
of my conduct; the reſt of the company 
alſo praiſed me greatly; When ſeizing 
the advantage of their good humour, 
] obſeryed to them, that I was become 
quite another perſon than what I was 
heretofore, that | had inſenſihly imbibed 
a taſte for their profeſſion, and longed 
greatly to be of their party, and to ſhare 
the dangers of their employ. The com- 


pany 
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pany all approved of my hint, and agreed 
unanimouſly that I ſhould ſerve a little 
longer in order to approve myſelf worthy, 
and that then I ſhould partake of their 
excurſions, 


© H A P. V. 
Gil Blas's firſt Enter prixe among the Robbers, 


HUS was I a probationer for fix 

months longer; and having acquit- 
ted myſelf to every one's ſatisfaction, Sig- 
nior Rolando obſerved to his companions, 
that it was proper that they ſhould keep 
their words with me. Therefore, one 
evening in the month of September, being 
cloathed in the dreſs, and mounted upon 
the horſe of a gentleman whom they had 
robbed a little time before, I ſallied out of 
the cavern in company with the reſt of the 
robbers. 

We laid in ambuſh in a little wood bor- 
dering on the road to Leon. There we 
waited, till at length we perceived a 

Dominican 
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Dominican friar, riding upon a ſorry mule, 
« See there (cry'd the captain, laughing) 
4 there is a pretty ſubject for (Gil Blas to 
« begin upon; let him go and unload that 
% monk, while we ftay here and obſerve 
% his behaviour.” „ Very well, gentle. 
«© men, (quoth I) you ſhall be, ſatisfied ; 
% I'll make that monk as bare as my hand 
in a minute or two.” I allied out of 
the wood, made up to the good prieſt, 
begging heaven to pardon the involuntary 
crime I was about to commit. I once 
thought of making my eſcape; but then 
I recolle&ed, that were I to attempt it, 
I ſhould be ſurrounded by the thieves in a 
moment. Neceſſity therefore, and my own 
preſervation urged me on ; and coming up 
with the monk, I clapped a piſtol to his 
breaſt, and demanded his money, He 
ſtopped ſhort, and without ſeeming afraid, 
“ child! (faid he) young as you are, you 
© have got a very bad trade by the hand.“ 
0 father, (quoth 1) ſpare ypur mo- 
rality, pray; I want money.” —*<** Mo- 
« ney! (cried he, aſtoniſhed) alas! thou 

C 2 © knowelt 
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© knoweſt that people of my cloth never 


< carry money about them, but truſt al- 


e together in providence.” —Poh ! (cry'd 
5 J) that won't go down with me: You 
& holy monks have always a few piſtoles 
ce in reſerve, by. way of making ſure of 
% providence. Therefore be quick; for 
% my comrades who are in the wood will 
*© be impatient. Throw your purſe upon 
„the ground, or elſe you have not a mo- 
«© ment to live,” 

The friar ſeeing me reſolute, began to 
be afraid of his life; and pulled a large 
leathern purſe from under his gown, threw 
it on the ground, and clapping ſpurs to 
his mule, rode off as faſt as he was able. 
I picked up the purſe, which was very 
heavy, and returned to my companions, 


who complimented me greatly upon my 


dexterity, and even ventured to prophecy, 
that 1 ſhould in time hecome an excellent 
hishawayman!! But upon opening the 
purſe, however, it was diſcovered, that 
the arch prieſt had been too cunning for 
me, for it only contained a parcel of cop- 
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per medals, with a few pieces of hallowed 
wax, and relicks. 


Oo H A . VI. 
A ſerious Affair that followed this Ad- 


VENTUTE. 


FTER remaining in the wood the 
A greateſt part of the day, we agreed 
to return home, when, on our rout, we 
diſcovered at ſome diſtance, a coach 
drawn by four mules, and guarded by 
three horſemen well armed. We halted 
a moment, and agreed to attack the coach. 
Capt. Rolando placed me in the midſt of 
the front line, to prevent me from run- 
ning away, and diſpoſed of the reſt of 
his crew in the beſt manner he could; 
telling me at the ſame time, that if I did 
not do my duty, he would blow my brains 
out. The coach approached, and the 
guards gueſſing what kind of gentry we 


were, prepared to receive us; tho' they 


were only four, and we were nine in num- 
C 3 ber, 
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ber, yet they advanced ſo holdly that 1 
was frighted to death. I made ready to 
fire however, ſhut my eyes, and turning 
away my head, fired my blunderbuſs; 
and tho' my heart ſo warmly abhorred 
the deed, my conſcience will ſcarcely ac- 
quit me. 

My fears cloſed my eyes, and confound- 
ed my ſenſes, ſo that I cannot pretend to 
deſcribe the action. All that I know is, 
that after ſeveral vollies of fire, my com- 
panions cryed out viftory !—1 then, and 
not till then opened my eyes, and beheld, 
O heavens! I beheld the four dernen 
ſtretched lifeleſs on the ground. On our 
fide one man only was killed, and one 
lightly wounded. 

Rolando ran to the coach door, in which 
was a very handſome young lady, who 
during the engagement had ſwooned a- 
way, and was not yet recovered, While 
he took care of her, we ſecured the booty, 
and loaded the mules and the horſes of 
the ſlain with ſome trunks that were fal- 
tened to the coach. And then after ſtrip- 
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ping the dead, and placing the lady on 
horſeback before Signior Nolando, we made 


off with our prize towards our infernal ha- 


bitation. 

A little before day: break we arrived at 
the cavern, where, as the old Negro had 
kept his bed for ſeveral days with a vio- 
lent fit of the gout and rheumatiſm, we 
were ourſelves oblige& to take care of our 
horſes. This done, we went into the 
kitchen, and were all buſy in aſſiſting the 
lady, and ſucceeded ſo well, as to reſtore 
her from a ſevere fit. But ſhe no ſooner 
recovered her ſenſes, than beholding the 
horror of the place, and the people that 
ſurrounded her, ſhe gave way to theſe diſ- 
mal apprehenſions, cloſed her eyelids, re- 
lapſed into a ſwoon, and in truth we did 
not expect ſhe could recover. However, 
ſhe was led to Leonarda's bed, and there 
left to take her chance. 

We now repaired to the hall, where 
the cloth was laid and the ſupper ſerved 
up. The converſation turned upon the 
victory we had obtained; and it was a- 

greed, 
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greed, that the next day we ſhould ſet out 
to fell the mules at Manflla, Every man 
then retired to his own apartment. For 
my own part, inſtead of going to ſleep, I 
could not help reflecting on tne unhappy 
lady and the horrors that ſurrounded her; 
and I felt myſelf as deeply concerned for 
her as if ſhe had heen my ſiſter. At laſt I 
reſolved to attempt the preſervation of her 
honour, and/my own deliverance from the 
ſubterranean abode; and this refolution I 
immediately put in practice, in the follow- 
ing manner. ” 

1 began with complaints and groans, 
and then raiſing my voice, roared and 
cried ſo dreadtully, that the robbers were 
all awakened, and came immediately to 
my bed-ſide. They aſked what was the 
matter, and I told them that I was ſeized 
with a violent chohc, making at the ſame 
time moſt trightful grimaces, and twiſting 
about my body in a ſtrange manner, I 
then ſeemed quiet for a little time; and 
then again bounced and twiſted about like 
a madman, In ſhort, I feigned ſo well, 
that 
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that the thieves really believed that I was 
violently griped. One brought me a bot- 
tle of uſquebaugh, and made me drink a 
pint of it; and others applied hot napkins 
to my belly. This ſcene laſted near three 
hours; when at length, on my appearing 
eaſier, and on Rolando's recollecting that 
it was almoſt break of day, they left me 
and prepared to ſet off with the mules to 
Manfilla. I attempted to get up, and 
ſeemed defirous of accompanying them; 
but Rolando ordered me to lie ſtill, obſerv- 
ing, that my cholzc might probably return. 
This was all I wanted, altho' I appeared 
very much mortified that I was not ſuffer- 
ed to be of the party. 

At length they ſet off, and as ſoon as I 
thought them at a proper diſtance, up I 
got, dreſſed myſelf, took my ſword and 
piſtols, and went towards the kitchen, 
where I found the lady weeping in all the 
bitterneſs of deſpair. I immediately clap- 
ped a piſtol to Leonardo's breaſt, and look - 
ing ſternly, commanded her to give me 
the key of the iron gate, Frighted to 

death 
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death, ſhe immediately complied. I now ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to the lady, ſaying, ** Ma- 
„ dam, heaven has ſent you a deliverer 
« follow me, and I will conduct you 
« wherever you pleaſe.” She aroſe, threw 
herſelf at my teet, and conjured me to pre- 
ſerve her honour. I raiſed her up, and 
begged ſhe would rely upon me. Then tak- 
ing ſome cords, I tied the old hag Leonarda 
to a large table, vowing, that if ſhe opened 
her mouth ſhe ſhould die that moment. 
And now, lighting a flambeau, the lady 
and I entered the room where the gold and 
filver was lodged ; I crambed my pockets 
with money, and to induce the lady to do 
the like, told her that ſhe only took what 
was her own, I then went to the ſtable, 
ſaddled a horſe, and conducted the lady 
out of the dreadful abyſs. 

I perceived that the ſun had been up a- 
bout an hour, and wiſhing myſelf out of 
the wood, I threw myſelf into the ſaddle 
and the lady mounted behind ; we took the 
firſt path at a good round pace, and quickly 
found ourſelves in a plain, divided by ” 

vera 
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veral roads, and luckily took that leading 
to Aflorga, where we arrived about two in 
the afternoon. As ſoon as we alighted, L 
ordered dinner, and while that was getting 
ready conducted the lady into a room, 
where, after expreſſing her obligations for 
the generous action I had executed in her 
favour, and hinting that ſhe was ſure I was 
not by nature one of thoſe villains from 
whom | had reſcued her, I frankly related 
my ſtory to her; and ſhe as frankly in- 
formed me of the hiſtory of her life, 


CHAP. TIL 


Gil Blas and the Lady are diſagreeably in- 
terrupted. 


20 NN 4 Mencia of Moſquera (for ſo 

was the lady called) had ſcarce end- 
ed her relation, before we heard a prodi. 
gious noiſe in the inn. This was occaſi- 
oned by the arrival of the corregidor,* 


A Corregidor is the chief magiſtrate of a 
City ox town. | 


attended 
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attended by two arguazils and a guard, 
who, without ceremony entered the room 
were we were. A gentleman who accom- 
panied them examined my dreſs, and im- 
mediately declared, that the doublet was 
his, that they might ſafely apprehend me, 
and that I was one of the thieves who have 
an. unknown retreat ſomewhere in that 
country. 

I readily; ſuppoſed that this gentleman 
had been robbed, and that I was unluckily 
in poſſeſſion of the ſpoils: I was ſurprized 
and affrighted, and the corregidor ima- 
gined that | was not accuſed without rea- 
ſon; and ſuppoſing that the lady might 
be an accomplice, ordered us to be impri- 
ſoned in ſeparate apartments. We were 
no ſooner in the jail, than they began to 
trip me to the ſkin. O, what a glorious 
windfall was this! at every handful of 
piſtoles they pulled out, their eyes ſpark- 
led with joy, In ſhort, after emptying 


T Arguazils are people whoſe office re- 
ſembles that of our Bailiffs, 


= 


I 


or G11 Blas. 4 37 


my pockets of every ſous, the corregidor 
began to queſtion me, and I faithfully re- 
counted every thing that, had happened 
to me. He ordered all that I ſaid to be 
taken down in writing, and then departed 
with my coin; leaving me naked upon the 
ſtraw. BLEED 
But, recollecting myſelf, I put on my 
doublet which my evil genius had lent me, 
and endeavoured to conſole myſelf, but it 
was in vain, ** How, (quoth I) ſhall I 
«« depart from hence, when I am utterly 
„% deprived of the means!“ -I had too 
good reaſon to ſay ſo; for a priſoner with - 
out money, is like a bird whoſe wings are 
_ chpped. | 
* Inſtead of the dainty ſupper I had or- 
dered at the inn, they brought me a lit- 
tle bread and water, Thus I remained 
fifteen days without ſeeing a ſoul except 
the turn key; and if I attempted to con- 
verſe with this. venerable perſon, he 
word rever condeſcend to give an an- 
ſwer to what I ſaid. On the ſixteenth day 
however, the corregidor came and intorm- 
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ed me that I might give a looſe to joy, 
that he had examined the lady who was 
taken along with me, and that her an- 
ſwers had exculpated me. He added, that 
I ſhould be enlarged that very day, pro- 
"vided muleteer confirmed what I had de- 


clared; and ſaid, that as he was then in 


the town he would upmediately ſend for 
him, | 

I had juſt made an end of thanking him 
for his expeditious deciſion, before the 
carrier, conducted by two ſoldiers, arri- 
ved; and who, with aſtoniſhing aſſurance 
affirmed, that he knew nothing of me, and 
that ke had never ſeen me before in his 
life, ©* Ah, villain! (cried I) bear wit- 
% nefs to the truth, and confeſs that thou 
« haſt ſold my goods, Look at me again 
« I am one of the young people whom 
& thou threatened with the torture at 


„ Cacabelos,”— The carrier however an- 


{wered coldly, that I talked of an affair 
ne was ignorant of, and inſiſted that he 


was uiterly unacquainted with me; I was. 


therefore obliged to arm myſelf. with pa- 
tience, 
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tience, and to regale myſelf ſome time 
longer with bread and water, and now and 
then a ſight of the turn - Key. 


CHAP, VII. 
Gil Blas is et at Liberty, _ 


X ſtory, as it appeared upon my de- 
poſition, in time ſpread all. over the 
town, and my life was not quite ſo irkſome; 
for many people, curious of ſeeing me, 
came one after another to the grate of the 
priſon, and after ſurveying me, went away. 
Among the reſt came the little ballad- 
ſinger, of Mondonedo. I knew him imme- 
diately, and we ſaluted one another. And 
on his taking leave, he promiſed, without 
loſs of time, to. labour for my deliverance. . 
Indeed many people who came out of cu- 
rioſity, ſeemed to pity my misfortunes, and 
aſſured me that they would join the little 
ballad-finger, and do every thing in their 
power to ſet me free. 
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They kept their word with me, and the 
ballad-finger in particular; for on his in- 
forming the Corregidor of what he knew of 
the matter, in about three weeks I was or- 
dered to be let looſe, but not before the 
jailor had ſtripped me of my doublet and 
breeches, which were of fine cloth, and 
clad me in the frock of a ſhabby footman, 
After making this advantageous exchange, 
27 puſhed me out by the ſhoulders. 

I immediately ſought out the ballad- 
ſinger, to whom I expreſſed my gratitude 
for the ſervices he had done me, He burſt 
out with laughing when he ſaw me, 
«« What a pretty figure is here (quoth he) 
« 1 ſee juſtice has been done to you com- 
« pletely.” * Juſtice! (cry'd 1) Juſtice !”? 
%“, Yes, Juſtice, (quoth he) why the 
„ taking away your horſe, your money, 
and your cloaths, was a little formality 
<« that could not be diſpenſed with, "— 
He then aſked me what I intended to do 
with myſelf. I told him that 1 thought of 
going to Burgos, in hopes of finding ont the 
„ I had deliveted, who perhaps would 

give 


% 
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give me a few piſtoles, with which I would 
| purchaſe a caſſock, and repair to Salaman- 
ea, where probably my learning might turn 
| to ſome'advantage. ** I am only concerned 
© (quoth I) that I am at ſo great a diſtance | 
ce from Burgen and without the means of 
46 ſubſiſtance.”—On this the ballad-ſinger 
generouſly gave me his purſe, ſaying, lt 
* is a little low, indeed; but a ballad- 
1 ſinger, you know, is not a biſhop.” I 
thanked the little fellow as heartily as if he 
had given me all the riches of Peru, and, 
bidding him den, left the town imme- 
diately. 

I travelled outly for a days, till 
at length ] arrived at the borough of Ponte 
de Mala, having ſtill a few rials in my 
| purſe, where going into an inn, after eat- 
ing a bit of bread and cheeſe in the kitchen, 
| my landlady, not very fond of the appear- 
ance' of my frock, vu charitably lodged 
me in the barn, 

I aroſe early in the morning, and after 
paying my reckoning, left the inn. In- 
quiring my road in the ſtreet, I by -acci- 

D 3 dent 


— 9 6— g ELL. Fd 


VG 5 Wn . CD TY WV 


Boda i Ae 


, 
* 
* 

, 
5 
19 


Do Ambroſio, the huſband of Donna Men- 
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dent met with a perſon who informed that 


cia, had been dead about three weeks, 


and that the lady his widow had retired 


into a convent at Burgos. I repaired to 
that city as faſt as I could, flew to the con; 
vent, and deſired the portereſs to let Donna 


Mencia know that a young man would be 


glad to ſpeak to her; the portereſs imme - 
diately did as I deſired, and in a little time 
the widow of Don Ambroſio appeared at the 
grate. © Gi, Blas, thou art welcome; 
„ (ſaid ſhe) from what I ſaid to the Cor- 
&« regidor of Aforga, I did not doubt of 
« thy being ſet at liberty, Indeed I won- 
« dered that 1 did not ſee thee ſooner, that 
J might manifeſt my gratitude to thee. 
Don't be aſhamed of thy miſerable 

& dreſs, nor let thy preſent condition give 
c thee any uneaſineſs—-{ ſhould indeed be 
« very ungrateful, if I neglected to do 
«« ſomething for thee, it is my duty, my 
% pleaſure, and I am able to perform it.“ 
Then taking a purſe from under her robe, 
the put it into my hand, ſaying, Take 
theſe 
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$*. theſe hundred ducats, and buy thee 
«© ſome cloaths; and then call on me 
en again for my farther acknowledgments,” 
1 gave the lady a thouſand ank, and 
promiſed to obey, 

Having made my obedience, I left the 
convent, and went into the firſt inn I per- 
ceived, ordered the landlord to ſhew me in ; 
to a room, telling him at the ſame time, 
that, notwithſtanding my appearance, I 
was able to pay handſomely for my lodg - 
ing. The inn-keeper, whoſe name was 
Maj uelo, ſurveyed me from top to bottom, 
and ſaid very archly, that he perceived 
ſomething noble in me, and that my dreſs 
beſpoke me to be a gentleman of a very i — 
dependent fortune. I ſaw plain that t 
raſcal was playing the wag, and to put an 
end to his jeſting, pulled out my purſe, and 
began to count my ducats upon the table 
before him. At this, his opinion of me 
became more-- favourable. I deſired him 
to recommend a taylor to me; but he very 
kindly; adviſed me to ſend for a broker of « 
his CEL, who had all ſorts- of are 
par 
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parel ready made, and who would fit md 


im a trice. This I agreed to, but as the 
evening came on, I deferred my purchaſe 
till the next morning, contenting myſelf 
with making ample amends for the forry 
fubſiſtance of bread and water, with a good 


ne _ a bottle of wine. ; 


"CHAP. vm: beef 


Gil Blas! Dealings with the Broker ;; he re- 
cei ves a new Preſent from Donna Men- 
en; ard _— from Burgos. | 


8 I was lodged i in a good bed, I 4 
"tered myſelf that I ſhould ſleep ſound- 
5 but my thoughts were ſo much engaged 
in confidering what dreſs I ſhould chuſe, 


that I could not cloſe my eyes. Shall [\ 


„buy a'caflock, (ſaid I, ht myſelf) and 
ego to Salamanca? No, I am not de- 
5 ſiròus of conſeerating myſelf to the 
„ church. I feel myſelf rather inclined to 
« turn renn 1 wake my e in 
«the world,” - eee 
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L reſolved therefore to become a man of 
figure, and conſequently in the morning, I 
ſent for the broker, who ſoon appeared, 
followed by two apprentices, each labour- 
ing under a great green bag, He accoſted 
me with ſaying, that I was lucky in hav- 
ing ſent for him in particular, as he was 
the only honeſt broker in town, all the reſt 
of his brethren being as devoid of conſci- 
ence as ſo many Jews, He then ordered 
his men to untie their bags, and ſhewed 
many ſuits of all colours; thoſe of plain 
cloth I rejected with diſdain, and pitched 
upon a doublet with flaſhed ſleeves, a pair 
of breeches, and a cloak, all of blye vel- 
vet, embroidered with gold, I aſked the 
price of it. Odds zooks, (quoth the 
« broker) you. have an excellent taſte, 
« that ſuit was made for one of the great- 
cc eſt lords in Spain, who never wore it 
% twice; examine it well.” —** Well, what 
« is the price,” (quoth 1) He anſwered 
« Sixty ducats ; and Pm a raſcal if I have 
0 not refuſed the money.” I offered him 
five and forty, but in vain; and therefore 

imaginiflg 
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imagining that he would make no abate- 
ment, I told the ſixty ducats into his hand, 


and away he went, pretty well ſatisfied, 


having gained, I believe, not above nine - 
teen ſhillings in the pound. 

Well, ſeveral neceſſaries were ſtill want- 
ing, 1 therefore provided a hat, ſilk ſtock- 
ings, ſhoes, linen, and a ſword; and hav- 


ing a”; admired my ſweet perſon 


greatly, That very afternoon I made a 
ſecond viſit to Donna Mencia, who received 
me kindly indeed, but who, after bidding 
me farewell, retired without giving me any 
thing ** a ring worth about thirty 
piſto | 
is was a baulk I did not expect; how- 
ever, I trudged back to the inn, not much 
ſatisfied with the lady's generoſity. But 
J had ſcarce ſat down a moment, before a 
perſon came in, who, laying aſide the cloak 
in which he was muffled up, put a large bag 
upon the table, pronouncing theſe words; 
« Signior G Blas, here is a trifle my lady 
* the marchioneſs has ſent. you.” Bleſs 
* how profoundly I bowed, and over- 
whelmed 


. 
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whelmed the bearer with civility; and no 
ſooner was he departed, than I flew to my 
chamber, untied the bag, and found it to 
contain a thouſand ducats. I had ſcarce 
done counting them, before my landlord, 
who had heard the porter's declaration, 
came in to fee the contents of the bag. 
„ Hey-day || (quoth he) what a ſum of 
„ money is here! why, the lady 1s ſurely 
«© very kind to you * 

After informing him of my intention of 
viſiting the court of Madrid, he greatly ap- 
plauded my reſolutions, obſerving, that 
as 1 was young and handſome, 1 ſhould 
molt certainly make my way in the world ; 
yet that I muſt not think of going without 
attendants, as all the world was guided 
greatly by appearance. He therefore re- 
commended a ſervant to me, who, he ſaid, 
was prudent, faithful, and ſober z ad- 
viſing me, at the ſame time, to buy a 
couple of mules, one for myſelf and anos 
ther for my valet, and to ſet out as ſoon as 
poſlible, 

; Next 
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Next morning therefore I bought two 
handſome mules, and hired the ſervant he 
had recommended, whoſe name was Am- 
broſe de Lamela, a fellow of a ſimple, 1 2 
gious aſpect; and having provided boots, 
and a portmanteau to hold my linen and 
caſh, early the next morning I ſet out on 


my way to Madrid. 


CHEAP. IX, 


Gil Blas meets avith an unforeſeen Accident. 


H E next day, about four o'clock, we 
arrived at Valladolid, and put np at 

the beſt inn in the town. While my ſer- 
vant took care of the mules, I went up 


| ſtairs into a chamber, and ordered the 


landlord to bring up my portmanteau ; be- 
ing a little fatig be I threw myſelf acroſs 
the bed, and TRIES aſleep, When 1 
awaked, I called for Ambro/e, who was not 
o be found; however he ſoon made his ap- 
pearance, and informed me with a ſanctiſied 
look, that he had been to church to re- 

turn 
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turn thanks to heaven for preſerving him 
from al! accidents upon the road, I could 
not be angry at this, and therefore bade 
him order a roaſt fowl for my ſupper. 
My landlord now appeared lighting a la- 
dy into my chamber, who was handſome, 
and very richly dreſſed. After making. a 
low curtſey, ſhe aſked if I was not Signior 
Gil Blas of Santillane; and on being an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, the embraced me 
ſo joyfully that I was quite aſtoniſhed. 
* You are the perſon, Signior Cavalier, 
© (cry'd ſhe) you are the very perſon I was 
1% in queſt of ! I am couſin to Donna 
4 Mencia, I have juſt received a letter from 
© her, wherein ſhe defires that I would 
„ ſhew you every courteſy, provided you 
© paſſed this way in your road to Madrid; 
„% and having enquired at the inns about 
all the ſtrangers that arrived, I am at 
length happy in finding you out. Fol- 
* low me therefore to my own houle, 
* where you will be . more conveniently 
** lodged than here“ She then took a great 
deal of pains to ſee my portmanteau ſe- 
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curely lodged in a coach that waited at the 
door, becauſe, as ſhe ſaid, there were a 
great many rogues in Valladolid; and af- 
ter this precaution we ſtepped in likewiſe. 
At length the coach ſtopped at a large 
houſe, where we alighted, and went into 
an apartment lighted by twenty or thirty 
wax · candles. Soon after Don Raphael, made 
his appearance, when the lady addreſſed 


him in this manner.“ My dear brother, 


J am ſure you will aſſiſt me in doing ho- 
& nour to Signior G7 Blas, who has done 
& ſo much in favour of our couſin Dogna 
&« Mencia.” How! (cried Don Raphael) 
« js this the gentleman to whom our cou- 
& fin owes her life and honour! we will 
indeed do our utmoſt endeavours to ac- 
«© 'commodate a gentle nan, who has done 
«© ſo important a ſervice to the perſon for 
«© whom, of all our relations, we have the 
© moſt tender regard.” I anſwered as well 
as | could to theſe compliments, which were 
followed by others of the ſame nature, at- 


tended by a thouſand embraces. 


We 


4 
* 
PS. 


———— 


or Git Bras zr 


We then withdrew into another room, 
were, a cloth being laid, we ſat down to 
ſupper. During this repaſt, I could not 


help obſerving that Camilla (for ſo was the 


lady called) ſometimes threw. very ſignifi- 
cant looks at me. They preſſed me very 
much to ſpend a few days with them, to 
which I complied. Don Raphael praiſed 
much his country-houſe, of which, he 
gave a magnificent deſcription,.and talks 
ed of taking the amuſements of hunting 
and fiſhing. We, therefore determined to 
ſet off to this charming place the next morn- 
ing. And Dos Raphael, embracing me, 
faid, that he would leave his ſiſter to en- 
tertain me, while he went to give the ne- 
ceſſary orders for my reception. As ſoon 
as his back was turned, Camilla took hold 
of my hand, and looking at my ring, ſaid, 
« You have got à pretty diamond here, 
4 but it is ſmall.“ She then ſhewed me a 
large ruby on her finger, which ſhe ſaid was 
valued at 300 piſtoles; and immediately 
pulled off my ring, and put her own on my 
finger, Having taken this genteel method 

E 3. of 
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1 of making me a preſent, ſhe ſqueezed my 
| | hand, and looked languiſhing at me; then 
1 fſtarting up abruptly, wiſhed me a good 
night, and withdrew in great confuſion, as 
if ſhe was aſhamed of having diſcloſed her 
ſentiments, 
A ſervant ſoon after ſhewed me into a 
chamber where I was to lie; and after lock- 
ing the door I went to bed, but inſtead of 
going to reſt, J gave looſe to the agree- 
able reflection of the proſperous ſituation 
of my affairs; a thouſand ducats in my 
portmanteau on one fide, and a ring 
worth 4oo piſtoles on the other ! charming 
thought !—Sleep however at length cloſed | 
my eye-lids, | 
Getting up the next morning, while I 
was dreſſing wyſelf, I miſſed my portman- 
teau, and really ſuſpected that my religi- 
ous ſervant Ambroſe had ſtole it. I opened 
the chamber door and called as loud as I 
could, at laſt an old man came, and aſked 
what I would pleaſe to have? “ Where 
«« 38 my ſervant,” (ſaid I) . O fi, 3 
5. 60 X 


\ 


« ed he) all your people left my houſe 
« Jong before day-light.” ** Your houſe! 
© (quoth 1) why is not this the houſe of 
« Don Raphael ?''—** No, Sir, (ſaid he) 
« theſe are furniſhed lodgings, and I am 
<« the landlord : the lady who ſupped with 
« you laſt night hired theſe rooms for a 
« great lord, who was upon his travels 
«© incog. and even paid me befgrehand.” 
This was enough. I immediately gueſſed 
the characters of Don Raphael and Camilla, 
and concluded that my ſervant, Who was 
perfectly acquainted with my affalrs, had 
ſold me to theſe ſharpers. 


CHAP. X. 


Gil Blas meets an eld Acguaintance, — and iq 
perſu aded to go to ſervice. 


WV EILE I was lamenting my miſhap, 
1 bethought myſelf that forrow 
would avad nothing, and that I muſt ſum- 
mon up all my reſolution and baffle the 
ſtorm, I recollected that the rogues had 
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left me my cloaths, and a few ducats in my 
purſe, and that I was ſtill in poſſeffion of 
Camilla's ruby ring. I was willing how- 
ever to be informed of the worth of it, 
and accordingly ſhewed it to a jeweller, 
who valued it at two ducats; fo that the 
lady had eſtimated 1 it in an hundred fold de- 
gree. 5 

Juſt as I turned out of the ſhop, I met 
with my old acquaintance Fabricius, the 
ſon of barber Nannez, and we were really 
glad to fee one another. Why, Gil Blas, 
« thou art dreſſed like a prince! (quoth 
« he) a ſword, filk ſtockings, and (doublet, 
« and cloak embroidered! Pray from 
„ whence does all this ariſe? Vl hold a 
« wager that thou ſhareſt the bounty of 
* ſome liberal old lady.“ To this I in- 
formed him, that ſo far from being in 
vogue among the ladies of Valladolid, 1 had 
become a moſt ridiculous dupe. 

He afterwards perſuaded me to hire my- 
ſelf into the ſervice of a gentleman, ob- 
ſervigg that the life of a lacquey, to be 

| | | fure, 
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ſare, was troubleſome to a ſilly fellow, but 
that to a lad of ſpirit it was full of charms; 
A ſuperior genius, (ſaid he) does not 
1 confine himſelf to the menial circum- 
& ſtances of his duty; he gogs into a fa- 
& mily to command rather than obey: 
F he ſtudies his maſter's humour, accom- 
& modates himſelf to his foibles, gains his 
te confidence, and then leads him hy the 
« noſe. A footman lives in à good fa- 
« mily without the leaſt diſquiet; for af 
« ter having eaten and drank his belly full; 
he ſleeps like the: fon: of a lord, and 
« gives himſelf no trouble about either 
« baker or butcher Tall no more then 
c of becoming a tutor in Salamanca, I will 
ce jinfure thee a good place, if it were for 
% no other reaſon than to ſnatch a pretty 
« fellow from the univerſity,” “ 

I agreed to his propoſals, and heitook 
me to a regiſter- office, where among other 
places vacant, we found that an old Li- 
cenciate, whoſe name was Sedillo, and who 
was a canon of the chapter, wanted a ſer - 

vant ; 
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vant; we therefore poſted away immediĩ - 
ately to his houſe, and I had the good fore 
tune to be hired, 


7 he Family and Situation of the old Canon; 


H/E number of our family was ks 

four, viz. the old goutified canon 

dame Facinta, the houſe keeper ; a girl of 

about ten years of age, who, in ſpite of 

ſcandal paſſed- for her nieces and my ho- 
nourable ſelf. 

After having ſtripped off my own cloaths, 

and put on a livery that had been worn by 


my predeceſſor, dame Facinta and I went 


to prepare dinner. As ſoon as this was 
ready, while T laid a cloth on a table placed 
juſt by the old canon's elbow, the houſe- 
keeper tucked a napkin under his chin, and 
tied it over. his ſhoulders, | quickly brought 
in a diſh of delicious ſoup, at fight of which 
the old man's eyes ſparkled, and he ſoon 
convinced me that the gout had not yet 

taken 
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taken away the uſe of his hands, for they 
went and came with great expedition. 
When he had done with the ſoup I took it 
away, and brought in a partridge, flanked 
with two quails z theſe dame Jacinta car- 
ved for him ; and after drinking a large cup 
of wine, he fell tooth and nail upon the 
birds, and did no leſs honour to them than 
he had done to the ſoup, After having 
ſtuffed himſelf to the throat, Jacinta untied 
his napkin, replaced his pillows, and left 
him to take his afternoon's nap, while we 
went to dinner in our turn. 

Thus the old Canon lived daily. I fed 
well, and led a very peaceable life in his 
houſe z one thing indeed was a little dif. 
agreeable, and that was being obliged to 
fit up with him every night like a nurſe, 
While I was attending upon him the ſe- 
cond night he ſaid to me, Gil Blas, thou 
1% haſt activity, and I ſee I ſhall be well 
<«_ pleaſed with thee: Above all things 
„ behave thyſelf reſpectfully to Dame Ja- 
* cinta, whoſe ſervices I can never ſuffici- 

| 40 ently 
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«« ently repay: On her account I have 
i turned my back of all my relations; for 
I prefer the love that is manifeſted to 
„ me to all the ties of blood, and am 
«© ſwayed only by the benefits I receive, 
«© When I die, Facinta will have a good 


#} * ſhare of my wealth, and if thou goeſt on 
14 « to ſerve me as thou haſt begun, thou ſhalt 
5 ot be forgotten.” Theſe laſt words 
F made me reſolve to paſs for a valet whom 
1 fatigue could not diſpirit, I reſolutely did 


b 
| my duty, and never complained of being up 
every night ; indeed I flept ſome hours in 
| the day-time, and the governante, to do hey 
14 Juſtice, had a great regard for me. 
17 Thus the time paſſed on for about three 
itt months, when the Licentiate Sedills fell fick 
4 of a fever, attended with the gout in a vio- 
1 lent degree. He found himſelf ſo ill, that 
Hl Dr, Sangrado, the moſt celebrated phyſcian 
14 in Valladolid was ſent for. This learned 
| doctor had a very ſolemn appearance, 
weighed his diſcourſe, and his opinions * 


very ſin gular. 
"After 
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After having examined the ſymptoms 
of the Licentiate's diſeaſe, who promiſed 


to be all obedience, Sangrado ſent for a 


Surgeon, and ordered him to take fix por- 
ringers of blood, in order to ſupply the 
want of perſpiration; this he ordered to 
be repeated every three hours, obſerving, 
that it was a groſs error to think that 
blood was neceflary for the preſervation 
of life. He then told Jacinta and me, 
that we muſt make the Canon drink warm 
water inceſſantly, afſuripg us, that water 
drank in great abundance, was the true 
ſpecific for all diſeaſes, We therefore made 
him drink for the firſt doſe four or five 
pints: an hour after we repeated it, till 
at length we overwhelmed his ſtomach 
with a deluge of water: the Surgeon ſe- 
conded us on the other, hand by the quan- 
tity of blood which he drew from him, in 
a few days the old Canon was reduced to 
the greateſt diſtreſs ; being quite ſpent, he 
faid to me as I was offering him a glaſs of 
the ſpecific, ** Hold, my friend, give me 
© no more of it.—1 find I muſt die, in 
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©« ſpite of the virtues of water; and tho 
ce there is ſcarce a drop of blood left in my 
«« yeins, I don't find myſelf a whit the 
«© beiter; go therefore and fetch a notary 
« that ] may make my will; I feel the 
„ gout mounting upwards, and death ap- 


„ nroaching.” I flew immediately, and 


quickly returned. with a notary. When 
we entered the Canon's chamber, and 
found that he had ſtill his ſenſes, Dame 
Facinta and 1 withdrew, and left him and 
the notary together, They had ſcarce 
done their buſineſs before the Surgeon re- 
turned to repeat his operation, but the 
poor old man who was but too much ex - 
hauſted before, died betore the - orifice 
could be tied up. 

As ſooh as the breath was out -6f his bo- 
dy, his relations poured into the houſe, to 
leck up and ſecure the effects; but when 
they underſtood that he had mage a will, 
wherein he had diſpoſed of the beſt of his 
ettetts to Jacinta and the little girl, they 
made a funeral oration in terms not much 
ea the honour of his memory, pronoun- 

eing 
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« cing likewiſe an elogium on the governante, 


Neither was I ſpared, for in the article of 
my maſter's will reſpecting me, he ſays, 
4% Item, as Gil Blas has ſome underſtand- 
«© ing already, in order to complete his 
« learning, I leave him my library of 
© books, with all my manuſcripts. without 
« exception.” However, all the Books he 
was poſſeſſed of were not worth a groat, 
and the only manuſcript was the proceed. 
ings of a law ſuit in which he was once en- 
paged. Therefore, having examined my 
egacy with diſguſt, I left it to the Licen- 
tiate's relations, who envied me ſo much; 
nay | returned them the very cloaths on 
my back, and reſumed my own, (which 
the reader may remember | carefully put by 
when | firſt entered the houſe) and claimed 
only my wages as the fruits of my labour, 
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CHAP... XII, 
Gil Blas becomes @ great Phyfician. 


Had ſcarce got into the ſtreet, before I 


vas met by the celebrated Dr. Sangrado, 


and I took the liberty to ſalute him. He 
recollected me inſtantly, and ſaid, Ha, 
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my boy, I was juſt thinking of thee; I 
want a lad to ſerve me, and if thou can'ft 
write and read, thou wilt anſwer, my 
purpoſe, —** Sir (quoth I) I can do 
both.” —** Well then, (ſaid he) thou 
art the man I want z come to my houle, 
where, tho' I give no wages, thou ſhalt 
find every thing agreeable; I will main- 
tain thee handſomely, and will teach 
thee to cure all diſeaſes: In ſhort, thou 
ſhalt rather be my pupil than my ſer- 
vant,” 


I accepted the doctor's propoſal, and re- 


turned home with him. My new employ- 
ment conſiſted of writing down the names 


and places of abode of the patients who 


ſent 
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ſent for him while he was abroad. For 
this purpoſe a regiſter was kept by an old 
woman, who was the only domeſtic; but, 
beſides that ſhe was utterly ignorant of ſpel- 
ling, ſhe wrote ſo ill, that it was impoſſible 
to diſcypher her ſcrawl. With the charge 
of this book (which might properly be ſtiled 
a regiſter of the dead) I was immediately in- 
veſted ; and as Sargrado was eſteemed the 
greateſt phyſician in Valladolid, the pen was 
ſeldom out of my hand, but from morning 
till night I ſet down the names of the good 
people who were ſetting out for the other 
world; juſt as the clerk of a ſtage coach 

regiſters thoſe who take places. 
Sangrado's great practice filled his pock- 
ets with money, which, however, did not 
make us fare the better; we generally fed 
upon peaſe, beans, boiled codlings, and 
cheeſe, which aliments, he ſaid, were moſt 
agreeable to the human ſtomach ; and if of 
this kind of food I did not eat much, he al- 
lowed me by way of recompence, to drink as 
much water as I could ſwallow, Indeed he 
F 3 7 drank 
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drank nothing but water himſelf, and often 
karrangued (ſcientifically upon its virtues, 
But in ſpite of all his fine reaſoning, I had 
Not been a week in the houſe, before I felt 
a violent diſorder in my bowels, and was 
ſeized with a terrible leoſeneſs, which I aſ- 
cribed to the meagre ſubſiſtence on which I 
had lived. However, ſo happily was I diſ- 
poſed for becoming an excellent phyſician, 
that I ſtill continued to drink water ; till at 
length, finding it impoſlible to reſiſt my diſ- 
order, I determined to leave Dr. Sangrado. 
But this reſolution was quickly laid afide, 
on his appointing me to a new employ- 
ment. Hark'ye, G Blas, (ſaid he, one 
% day) I am pleaſed with thy behaviour, 
* and will recompence thee ; —I will make 
« thy fortune ;—l will diſcloſe to thee that 
*« ſalutary art I have ſo long practiſed. 
Other phyſicians talk of pharmacy, bo- 
„ tany, anatomy, &c, but 1 ſhall go a2 
** ſhorter way to work. Know then, that 
* all thou haſt to do is to bleed thy pa- 
** tients, and make them drink large por- 
tions 


N 
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tions of warm water. This is the great 
ſecret of curing all diſeaſes, I have no 
more to ſay; thou knoweſt phyſic to 
the very bottom, and art become in an 
inſtant as ſkilful as myſelf, 
« And, indeed, (continued he) thou 
& may'ſt eaſe me ſomewhat in my profeſs 
«« ſion at preſent: In the morning keep 
«« my regiſter as uſual, and in the evening 
« go and viſit the lower claſs of my pa- 
« tients ; but for the nobility and clergys 
« theſe I ſhall attend myſelf; howevery 
« when thou haſt practiſed ſome time L 
e will procure thee an admiſſion into the 
« faculty.“ 

J thanked the doctor, and told him that 
J ſhould certainly follow his maxims as long 
as [ lived, even if they were contrary to 
thoſe of Hippocrates : Tho' with regard 1 
elf, I conteſs I determined togirink wine 
as long as | hved. I therefore changed my 
eſs to the ſolemn fable of a phyſician, and 
xerciſed the art of medicine on whom it. 


ight concern. 
7 3 My 
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My firſt viſit was to an Alguazil who laid» 
ill of a pleuriſy; I ordered him to be 
blooded without mercy, and filled to the 
throat with water. I then was ſent for to 
à paſtry-cook, who laid ill of the gout, and 
to him F was no leſs ſparing in the loſs of 
blood and guzzling of water. For theſe 
two viſits I received 12 rials, which led me 
to think, the more migchief, the better 
* ſport. | | 

I had no ſooner left the houſe than I met 
Fabricius, whom I had not ſeen fince the 
death of the Licentiate ; he ſtared at me 
with ſurprize, and -burſt ont into immode- 
rate laughter: I let him laugh on till he 
was weary ; and then he obſerved, that 
«« T'was moſt pleaſantly equipped; but, 
4 who the duce, (quoth he) has diſguiſed 
* thee in this manner?“ Softly, friend, 
4 (replied I) learn to ſhew proper reſpect to 
«© thy betters, —and know that I am the 
% deputy of Dr. Sangrado, who has taught 
«© me-phyſic to the very bottom, and with 
«© whom I have lived for theſe three 
«© weeks.” I then pulled out the twelve rials 
Thad 
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T had received of the Alguazil and the 
paſtry-cook, upon which we went into a 
public houſe, and made ourſelves merry; 
and even promiſed each other to meet again 
in the ſame houſe the next day. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Gil Blas continues to practice Phyſic.—T he 
Ring reſtored, | 


AVING fpent four out of the eight 
T rials, I went home, and gave the re- 
mainder to Dr. Sangrado, Is this all? 

(quoth he) this is too little for two viſits; | 
„ but we muſt refuſe nothing.” Then 
« giving me two rials, here, Gi/ Blas, 
(continued he) I will allow thee one- 

fourth of all that thou getteſt, by which 
«© means, pleaſe heaven, thou wilt ſoon 

„ grow rich,” | 
But however excellent the practice of 
phyſic may be, it will not efcape cenſure ; 
tor going into the houſe of a grocer whoſe 
| ſon 
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ſon was dropſical, I there met with a little 
ſwarthy phyſician, whoſe name was Cu- 
chill; this gentleman I concluded was 


called to conſult with me; he ſaluted me, 


and ſaid, that altho' he was acquainted 
with all the faculty in Jalladolid. yet my 
features were utterly ſtrange to him. I in- 
formed him that I was but a young practi- 
tioner, who as yet only pretcribed under 
the auſpices of Dr. Sangrads, 

The little Doctor then examined our pa- 
tient, and aſked in what manner | propoſed 


to treat him. I replied, that he ſhould be 


blooded every day, and drink hot water in 
abundance. And do you think theſe re- 
„ medies, (cry'd the little phyſician), will 
« ſave his life?” Oh don't doubt that, 
(replied 1) “they will certainly produce 
«+ that effect. But if that's the caſe 
(quoth he) ** Cel/us is very much to blame, 
in declaring, that in a dropſy it is ne- 
« ceiſary to make the patient both hunger 
c and thirſt.— “ O, Cel/as, (cry'di) is as 
% 1;able.to miſtake as another; and I have. 

frequently 
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t frequently found it neceflary to act quite 
« contrary to his opinion.“ 
ic 80, ſo, (ſaid Cuchills) I ſee vou have 
& adopted the practice of Sangrado, which 
% conſiſts of nothing but bleeding and 
« aqueous drafts, and that's the reaſon 
© that ſo many people die under his hands.“ 
— None of your invectives, Sir (ery d 
* I,- haſtily) I do not doubt but you 
have diſpatched your ſhare of them; 
and if you have any thing to ſay of Dr. 
. ©& Sangrados, he will anſwer you.“ 
% By St. Jago, (cried he in a rage} you 
3 are not acquainted with Dr. Cuchillo; but 
4c J have both teeth and nails, and am 
«* not afraid of Sangrado, who is nothing 
1% better than a ninny,” — The infignifi- 
cant appearance of the doctor, led me 
to deſpiſe his wrath ; ſeveral bitter ex- 
preſſions paſſed. between us, till at length 
we came to blows, and Joſt three or 
four handtuls of hair apiece before we 
could be parted. Put now, the grocer ' 
taking it into his head that Cuch;llo was 
the 


cc 
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the moſt ſkilful, he was retained, and af- 
rer being paid for my viſit 1 was diſ- 
miſſed. | 
After this, I had like to have met with 
another adventure every bit as bad; for 
going to viſit a fat ſinging-man who laid 
311 ef a fever, I no ſooner mentioned hot 
water than he fell into a violent rage, 
curſed, ſwore, called me a thouſand names, 
and, if J had not taken myſelf off in a 
Hurry, would certainly have thrown me out 
of the window. I reſolved to ſee no more 
patients that day, and therefore went to 
meet my friend Fabricius at our uſual ren- 
dezvous. 

But theſe diſagreeable circumſtances did 
not deter me from purſuing my ſyſtem. As 
I was coming out of the houſe of a poor 
poet whom I viſited, I was met by an old 
woman who conducted me to a houſe, and 
introduced me to a neat chamber, where 1 
found her mece in bed ; and on enquiring 
into the ſymptoms of her diſeaſe, I was 
ſtruck with her features, and quickly re- 


collected that ſhe was no other than Donna 
Camilla, 
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Camilla, who had ſo dextrouſly bilkeck me 
of my money at Valladolid. Laying hold 
of her hand, in order to feel the pulſe, I 
perceived my ring upon her finger, which 
had ſuch an effect upon me, that I had a 
great inclination to take it off by force; 
but reflecting that ſhe might cry out, and 
Don Raphael perhaps come to her aſſiſtance, 
J reſiſted the temptation, and determined 
to take the advice of Fabricius: therefore 
having ordered her to be blooded, and co- 
piouſly drenched with warm water I with- 
drew. | 
J luckily met with my friend at the 
door, I told him my new adventure, and 
alked him what meaſure to purſue, and 
whether I ſhould arreſt Camilla in courſe 
of law. © No truly, (replied he) that is 
„ not the way to recover thy ring; the 


«« officers of juſtice hate to make reſtitu- 


« tion; bur l' think upon the mat- 
«© ter, and meet thee by-and-bye at our ta- 
s vern,”” 
Here I waited for him above three 
hours before he appeared; and then be 


was 
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was fo diſguiſed, that I hardly knew him 
he had twiſted his hair into a queue, and 
had provided himſelf with a pair of large 
artificial whiſkers, and a huge ſword ; and 
was attended by five armed men, who 
looked as fierce as himſelf, ** Gi Blas 
„ (faid he) behold an Alguazil, and five 
„ of his brethren. “ Shew us the houſe 
*« of the woman who ſtole your diamond, 
„ and it ſhall be reſtored in a moment,” 
T was charmed with Fabricius's ſtratagem z 
and after treating tne whole brigade with 
wine, in the twilight we ſallied forth, 
knocked at Camilla's door, which was 
opened by the old woman, who taking us 
for the inſtruments of juſtice, ſeemed 
frighted to death, and civilly lighted us 
up ſtairs. Taking the candle of her, I 
went towards the bed, and diſcovering 
inyielf to Camilla, Perfidious woman! 
«* (ory'd I) behold the too credulous G11 
Blas, whom you have duped.— But [ 
„have found you at laſt, and in conſe- 

* quence ot my information, the Corregi- 
dor has ſent theſe gentiemen to appre- 
hend 
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hend you. Come, come, (cry'd Fa- 
© bpricius) riſe my princeſs and dreſs your- 
6 ſelf immediately; ; I wait to conduct you 
* to the city, goal, if you think well of 
44 it.“ 

Camilla, fick as ſhe was, and frighted 
at theſe words, ſet herſelf up in the bed, 


claſped her hands, and looking at me with 25 
terror in her eyes; ** I conjure you, Sig- 
* nior Gil Blas, (ſaid ſhe) by your chaſte , - 


4. mother, to have pity upon mei- I am 


«© Don't ruin me, and I will reſtore your 
ring.“ —And ſo ſaying, the immediately 
put it into my hand. I then reminded 


ſtolen from me; but ſhe deſired me not to 


| aſk them of her, for that the traitor Dox 


Raphael carried them off the ſame night. 
% Oho! (ſaid Fabricius) you ſhall not 
** think to get off by denying you had any 
** ſhare in the booty: your being an ac- 
* complice with Don Raphael is ſufficient 
to oblige you to give an account of your- 
6 ſelf; you ſhall therefore go to priſon 5 

">= and 


i. 


very guilty, but more unfortunate 2 


IJ 
of the thouſand ducats alſo, which vere J 
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« and this good old gentlewoman ſhall go 
4% thither likewiſe.*? “. 
On this, the women filled the chamber 


with cries and lamentations; and both im- 
plored in the moſt affecting manner that we 
Vould ſave them from the hands of juſtice, 
Fabricius ſeemed obſtinate, on which I de- 
..-- fired that he would ſhew ſome compaſſion in 
cConſideration of the preſent the ladies would 
make. Oh, that alters the caſe (ſaid he) 
4 come let's ſee what they have to give 


„% me.” Then taking a pearl necklace, a 
pair of diamond ear - rings, and the ſilver 


' 5% candleſtick which I had in my hand, he 
aid, I am inclined to ſhew the ladies 


« mercy : and therefore ladies, I will make 
« your peace with the Corregidor, and re- 
«« preſent you whiter than ſnow ; for ſuch 
«« gentlemen as |, give what turn we pleaſe 
« to matters, and never tell him the plain 
„truth, except when we are under no 
„ temptation to tell a lie.“ 
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C H Ar. XIV, 
Gil Blas reti res rm Vallad olid. 


HIS exploit being performed. to our 
wiſhes, we all retired. to the tavern, 


ordered a good ſupper to be provided, and 


made ourſelves. very metry s but in the 


midſt of our jollity we were ſurpriſed by the 
entrance of ten or twelve ſoldiers of the pa · 


trole, the captain of whom ſaid to us, 


Gentlemen, I know by what ingenious - 
cc 


«© from a certain courtezan, and your dex- 


terity deſerves a recompence which you 
** will undoubtedly receive, for there is an 
© apartment ready for you in the houſe" of 
correction, So ſaying, we were imme * 
diately plundered of every thing; the neck- 
lace, diamonds, and candleſtick were ſeized 8 2 
as alſo my ring, together with the ruby of 
the Philippine iſles, which I had unfortu- 
nately in my pocket: nay they even took 
my money alſo, Which I had that day 
e received 


contrivance you have recovered a ring 
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received of my patients; which convinced 
me that the officers of juſtice. at Valladolid 
are as expert in their office, as thoſe of 
Afterga. After this, we were ſecured in 
priſon, where we night have lain long 
enough. perhaps, but, fortunately for us, 
by the interpoſition of Signior Manuel Or- 
donnet, ¶Fabricius's maſter) at the expira- 
tion of three days we obtained our liberty. 
I returned directly home, and as I found 
that Dr. Sangrade had heard of my adven- 
ture, there was no occaſion to apologize 
for my. abſence. Our practiſe increafed 
amazingly, for, as my maſter had foretold, 
the ſmall · pox and putrid fever raged vio» 
Jently, inſomuch that in leſs than three 
weeks, we made more widows and orphans 
than the ſiege of Troy, Every day ſome 
father called upon us, to demand an account 
of his ſon, whom we had ſent to the ſhades; 
or fome uncle to upbraid us with his ne- 
phew's death. As for the ſons and ne- 
phews, they never came to complain for 
the loſs of their fathers and uncles : the 
| huſ- 
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huſbands alſo were very civil, and never ca- 
villed about the loſs of their wives. 

A number of people uſed to reſort every 
day to a tennis - court in our neighbour- 
hood, and among the reſt, a certain 
bullying fellow from Biſcar, who called 
himſelf Don Rodrigo de Mondragon, and 
who, tho' he had clapped Don to — 
name, was in reality an errant raſcal ; 
was about thirty years of age, of an Sy 
nary make, lean and muſcular, had two 
little twinkling eyes, that threatened every 
body he looked at, a very flat noſe, and 
a pair of red whiſkers that” curled up to 
his very temples; his manner of ſpeak- 
ing alſo was ſo rough and paſſionate, that 
his words ſtruck terror into every body. 
This racket-breaker had become a per- 
fect tyrant in the tenms-court, where he 
decided all diſputes among the players in 
the molt arbitrary manner, and no man 
dared to appeal from his deciſion, unleſs 
he had the reſolution to fight him the 
next day. This fellow, by tame means or 

3 other, 
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other, had captivated the miſtreſs of the 
tennis - court, A,gwidow of about - forty, 
rich, and tolerably agreeable, and to 
whom he was ſpeedily to be married ; but 
while preparation was making for this pur- 
- poſe, ſhe fell ſick, and unhappily employed 
me for her phyſician, In a few days the 
whole tennis-court was filled with mourningʒ 
the good woman ent the way of all my 
patients, and her ations took poſſeſſion of 
her eſtate. Don Rodrigo, growing deſpe- 
rate. by the loſs of his miſtreſs, or rather 
by being baulked in his expectation of 
poſſeſſing the widowꝰs fortune, curſed, re- 
viled, and ſwore bitterly that he would 
run me through the body whenever he met 
me. A neighbour informed me of this 
oath, and adviſed me to avoid this devil 
of a man. This hint diſmayed me ſo much, 
that I could not enjoy one moment's re- 
poſe. Therefore, to get rid of my an- 
xieties, I quitted at once the practice of 
phyſic, reſumed my embroidered ſuit, and 
after bidding adieu to my maſter, who 

could 
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could not perſuade me to ſtay, I quitted 
the city at day-break. 


CHAP. XV, 


Gil Blas, Adventures on_ the Road from 
Valladolid, 


1 Left Valladolid without any kind of re- 
gret, except not having an opportunity 
of bidding adieu to my friend Fabricius. 
My whole fortune amounted to pretty near 
five ducats, which I hoped would enable 
me to reach Madrid, a city that I longed 
greatly to ſee, as it had been repreſented 
to me as one of the wonders of the world. 

I had not advanced many miles upon 
the road, before I heard a man behind 
me, ſinging as loud as he could bawl ; he 
had a wallet. at his back, a guitarre 
hanging about his neck, and a Jong 
ſword by his fide; and he walked fo faſt, 
that he quickly overtook me. This 
proved to be one of the journeymen bar- 
bers who. had been impriſoned with me 
1 on 
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on account of the ring; we knew one 
another immediately, tho" we were ſur- 


prized at meeting on the highway. I told 


him my reaſons for quitting Valladolid, 
and he informed me that he was going to 
Olnedo, the place of his birth, on a viſit 
to his relations. 

Reſolving to accompany this barber, 
we purſued our journey together; and 
after walking a few miles, he aſked, How 
my ſtomach was diſpoſed ? I anſwered, 
that he ſhould ſee at the firſt inn: upon 
which he ſaid, that he thought we had 
better make a pauſe in the mean time, as 
he had ſome victuals in his wallet. 
Being hungry, I conſented ; we ſat down 
on the graſs, and the barber produced 
five or fix onions, a few cruſts of bread, 
ſome cheeſe, and a bottle of wine, T ho? 
our diſhes were not very © ſavoury, yet 
hunger produced an excellent ſauce, We 
filled our bellies, emptied the bottle, and 
then purſued our journey in good hu- 


mour, till we arrived at Ponte de Duera. 
* 5 
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In this village we ſtaid the remainder of 
the day, and ordered for ſupper a diſh of 
cabbage, and à roaſted rabbit. And in 


the morning, having repleniſhed the bot- 
tle and furniſhed our knapſack, we de- 


parted. - After travelling about ſix miles 
we began to be hungry; and therefore 
withdrew under the ſhade of ſome trees, 


which ſtood about 100 yards out of the 


road: here we found a young fellow foak- 
ing ſome hard cruſts in a ſpring, who, tho” 
he was but poorly clad, diſcovered a good 
ſhape and mien. After the common com- 
pliments, he aſked us with a ſmile, if we 
would be of his meſs; to this we agreed, 
on condition that he would give us leave to 
improve the repaſt z and then unloading our 
wallet, the ſtranger beheld our ſtore with 
great joy, He told us, that he was by pro- 
teſſion a player, and that he always per- 
formed the principal parts; but this the 
barber would not credit, obſerving, that 
it was not cuſtomary for players to dine 
with St. Anthony, as he did, and therefore 
| he 
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he could ey look upon him as a candles 
ſnuffer. 

We began to gnaw our cruſts however, 
and the remains of the rabhit; and embra- 
ced the bottle ſo lovingly, that it was 
ſoon empty. After which we arofe, and, 


journey. 

We flept this night in a little village be- 
tweeh Meyados and Valpueſta, and arrived 
the next day about noon at Olmedo, ** Sig- 
© nior Gi Blas (aid Die ge) there is the 
c“ place of my nativity.—— ““ Bleſs me, 
& (quoth I) 1 think you might have done 
« it more honour ; it looks like a city, 
* and you told me it was only a village; 


© of 'a market-town at leaſt.”——As we 
advanced into the plain, we found ſome- 
thing to attract our attention: there were 
three tents pitched at a ſmall diſtance 
from each other, and near them ſeveral 
cooks preparing a feaſt. But one thing 
above all the reſt ſurpriſed me; which was 
a great ſtage, raiſed and adorned with 

painted 
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painted paper, garniſhed with Greek and 
Latin ſentences. 'I he barber no ſooner 
perceived this, than he ſaid, Thele 
«« Greek mottos ſavour ſtrongly of my 
& uncle Thomas the ſchool - maſter, and I'II 
© hold a wager he has a hand in the bu- 
& ſineſs: he is a learned man, hut his 
56 great fault is, that he is always quoting - 
«© Greek and Latin paſſages in converſa- 
ce tion, which is not agreeable to every 
& body. However he has been of great 
56 ſervice to the learned world, for to him 
« we are indebted for diſcovering, that 
« inthe city of Athens children were wont 
« to cry when they were flogged.” 

Being curious to know the cauſe of theſe 
preparations, we went forward, when Diego 
oblerved that the director of the feaſt was 


no other than his uncle Thomas, whom he 


accoſted with great eagerneſs, and who re- 
turned his embraces with great affection, 
The ſchool-maſter then informed Diego, that 
his uncle Pedro, the poet, had fallen a vic- 
tim to Pluto three months ago, and had 
left behind him 30, oos ducats, which were 

equally 
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equally divided between the father of Di. 


ego, his uncle Bertrand, and his learned 


uncle the ſchool-maſter z ** ſo that now, 


6 
cc 


(continued Thomas) we are able to ſettle 
our children to our wiſhes ; thy ſiſter 
Thereſa is already married to one of our 
Alcaldes, and the nuptials we have been 
celebrating theſe three days. The day 
before yeſterday, when they were mar- 
ried, thy father gave a ſumptuous enter- 
tainment, which was followed by dancing: 
thy uncle Bertrand treated yeſterday and 
regaled us with a paſtoral feaſt, whereat 
a thouſand tender catches were ſung 
but the ſpectators did not ſeem to reliſh 
it, which ſhews that paſtoral will no 
longer pleaſe. 
«© To-day (continued he) every thing 
will be at my colt; and I will exhibit 
an invention of my own. I have or- 
dered a ſtage to be raifed, on which I 
will make my ſcholars repreſent a piece 
of my own compoling ; it will certain- 
ly tranſport thee, for it is of the tragic 
| « ſtampz 
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ce ſtamp; I have introduced none but 
&« bloody-minded princes and aſſaſſins; 
« and indeed, not only the principal per- 
cc ſons, but their attendants have periſh- 
« ed, and I have murdered them all, even 


„to the very prompter.“ 


As ſoon as he had done ſpeaking, we 
perceived the new-married couple, accom- 
panied by their relations and friends, and a 
band of muſic coming out of the village. 
We met them, and Dizzo made himſelf 
known; upon which he was received with 


; ſhouts of joy, and every one was eager to 


embrace him. His father then ſaid, Wel- 
«© come, Diego; thou findeſt thy parents 
cc ſomewhat better circumſtanced; but this 
« I will explain at large bye and bye.” 
We now went into one of the tents, and 
had the honour to dine with the bride and 
bridegroom. And as the ſchool- maſter had 
the vanity to furniſh three courſes, in order 
to excel his brothers who had only treated 
with two, the repaſt was longer than we 
expected, 
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And now, dinner being over, the com- 
pany approached the ſtage, and ſeated 
themſelves as conveniently as poſhble ; the 
muſic were ready to play between the acts, 
the actors appeared, and the author ſat 
down on one fide to prompt them. The 
piece was truly tragical ; for in the firſt 
act, the king of Morocco, for diverſion, ſhot 
an hundred Moor i flaves; in the ſecond 
he beheaded thirty Portugueſe officers, who 
were priſoners of war; and in the third 
and laſt, being angry with his wives, he 
ſet fire to a palace in which they were ſhut 
up, and reduced all to aſhes. The Moore 
ih ſlaves and Portugue/e officers were fi 
gures very artfully made of ofier ; and the 
palace, which was compoſed of paper, was 
very eaſily ſet on fire: this conflagration, 
attended by a thouſand doleful ſhrieks, con- 
cluded the piece, and cloſed the ſcene in a 
very diverting manner. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


The Arrival of Git Blas at Madrid, with 
other Adventures. 


Staid ſome little time with the barber, 

when a merchant of Segovia arrived at 
Olmedo with four mules who had left their 
burdens at Valladolid; with him I agreed 
to continue my journey. We formed ſuch 
a friendſhip on the road that he inſiſted on 
my lodging at his houſe when we arrived 
at Segowio, There we ſtayed two days; 
and on my departure with the carrier, he 
gave me a letter to Signior Mattheo Melen- 
dex, a woollen-draper near the Sun- gate; 
ſaying, that if I only delivered it according 
to the direction, he made no doubt but his 
friend would ſoon procure me a goodſet tle» 
ment. if | 

Immediately upon the delivery of -this 
letter, Melendez received me very kindly ; 
and calling upon him about a week after, 


he told me, that he had procured me the 
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place of a Valet de Chambre to a gentle. 

man of his acquaintance ; and the gentle- 

man coming in at that moment, Signi- 
* or, (ſaid Melendez) this is the young 
“ man I recommended to you.“ The Che- 
valier agreed to take me into his ſervice, 
and I followed him home. He introduced 
me into a chamber of his houſe, which 
ſtood in the great ſtreet near St. Philip's 
church, I could not help obſerving him 
attentively ; he ſeemed ſerious and reſerved, 
tho* good-natured. After putting ſeveral 
queſtions to me with reſpect to my family, 
he ſaid, ** Well, my lad, thou ſhalt have 
* no reaſon to complain; I will give 
«© thee fix rials a day for board-wages, and 
< am eaſily ſerved; all that thou haſt to 
&« do in a morning is to bruſh my cloaths, 
« and the reſt of the day thou art at thy 
65 own diſpoſal; only take care to be back 
© early in the evening, and wait fer me at 
* the door.” Having ſaid this, he gave 
me ſix rials according to articles; and then 
going out, he locked the doors himſelf, and 


putting 


Or ir B L As. 89 


tting the keys i in his pocket, commanded 
me not to follow him, but to go where I 
pleaſed, only to be ſure to be at the door 
when he returned in the evening. 
Faith, I thought I had found an excel - 
lent maſter; What! fix rials a day for 
bruſhing my maſter's cloaths, and helping 
him to dreſs in a morning, and then have 
all the day to myſelt! it is ſomething like 
indeed, to live in Mqdrid.—Such was our 
manner of living ; ; but the cream of the 
joke was, that 1 did not know my maſter's 
name, Melendez himſelf was ignorant of it, 
and was only acquainted with him as a 
gentleman who ſometimes dealt at his ſhop. 
Our neighbours told me that they knew no- 
thing of him; that he viſited nobody tho“ 
he had lived two years, in that houſe; and 
ſome indeed were ſo raſh as to affirm, that 
they helieved he was no better than he 
ſhould be. Nay. ſome of them declared 
that they imagined him to be a ſpy of the 
king of Por1ugal; and warned me of the 
8 that I might be upon my guard. 
H 1 
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In this conjuncture, I reſolved to watch 
my patron narrowly; and one evening, in 
order to ſound” him, sir (ſaid I) one 
ce does not know how to live without flan- 
c der; our neighbours are very malicious, 
and ſay that we are dangerous people, 
4 and ought to be taken notice of by the 
government. —In ſhort, you are ſup- 
* poſed to be a ſpy for the king of Portu- 
c gal.” I thought I obſerved an emotion 
in my miſter, that too well agreed with 
theſe conjectures; he fell into a fit of mu- 
ung, but ſoon recovering himſelf,” he faid, 
« Let our neighbours talk as they pleaſe ; 
«© while we know ourſelves to be innocent, 
ic jet their opinion give us no uneaſineſs. 
Upon this we went to bed; but the very 
next morning we were alarmed with a very 


loud rap at the door; my maſter looked | 


through tbe grate, and ſaw aa Alguazil, 
«« Open the door (quoth he) here is Mon- 
«© fieur the Corregidor.” At the mention 
of this my blood froze in myFeins ; but 
my matter, leis afraid than I, opened the 

door, 
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door, and received the judge very reſpect- 
fully. I hope, Sir, (ſaid the Corregidor) 
« that you do. not deſerve theſe ugly re- 
ports that are ſpread of you; — tell me, 
| *© therefore, your name and buſineſs at 
« Madrid. —Signior, (replied my maſter) 
« my name is Don Bernard de Caſtel Blaxo; 
4 buſineſs I have none; I divert myſelf in- 
«« deed with walking, going to the play, 
« and in the converſation of à few ſelect 
friends.“ —“ Doubtleſs, (ſaid the judge) 
4 you have a great income? —“ No, Sir, 
« (quoth my patron) I have neither rents, 
„lands, nor bouſes, but I will inſtantly 
„ ſhew you how I live,” He then took 
the judge into a private cloſet, and ſhewed 
him a great trunk filled with gold. Sig- 
« nior, (ſaid he) tho' the Spaniards are 
„ enemies to work, yet in this particular, 
e I may ſafely ſay that I excel them all, 
« for | am conſtitutionally idle; and ſo 
«« very idle, that if I was obliged to work 
« for a livelihood, I believe I ſhould ſuf. 
„ fer myſelf to die of hunger. To free 
myſelf therefore from the trouble of 


managing 
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managing my eſtate, T have converted 
my whole patrimony into ready money. 
Here are fifty thouſand ducats, Which 


are more than I ſhall have occaſion for, 


as | don't ſpend a thouſand a year, and 
am no turned of fifty; befides, thank 
heaven, I am no ſlave to my ſtomach, I 
play only for amuſement, and I am 
quite cured of the women.” —Ha ! you 
are a happy wan! (replied the Corregi- 
dor) I am ſure you are no ſpy, as that 
office would ill ſuit a perſon of your diſ- 
poſition ; live ſtill at your eaſe; I beg 
the favour of your friendſhip, and you 
may commard me in return.”—< O, 
Sir, (ery'd my maſter) I accept the offer 
with joy, as your friendſhip will increaſe ? 
my wealth, and crown my felicity.” This 


ſaid, the Corregidor-took his leave, while 
Don Bernard could not ſufficiently expreſs 
his gratitude, and while I, to aſſiſt him in 
his civiliries, overwhelmed the Alguazil 


uith compliments. 
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Gil Blas, being diſmiſſed by Don Bernard de 
Caſtel Blazo, enters into a new ſervice. 


/ 


RE THER my maſter imagined 
that I had been faulty or no, I 
know not; but the very next day, inſtead 
of giving me ſix rials as uſual, he gave me 
as many ducats z ſaying, © Hold, child, 

«© here is what I give thee for having ſerved 
* me hitherto : go and ſeek another place, 
& for I have no farther occaſion for thee.“ 
IU thought his behaviour very odd, and 
therefore immediately went and informed 
Melendez of the misfortune, who told me 
for my conſolation,- that he intended to 
introduce me into a better family, the fa- 
mily of Don Matthias de Silva, with whoſe 
ſteward he was very intimate. He accom- 
panied me immediately to Don Matthias's 
houſe, and on the road, informed me, that 
this ſame ſteward had a great deal of va- 
nity, and loved to ſee the reſt of the ſer, 
vants 
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vants cringe to him; * therefore, my 
« friend (quoth he) pay your court to Sig- 
« nior Rodriguez, in preference even to 
« your maſter himſelf, **— Arriving at the 
houſe, we were ſhejvn into the ſteward's 
room, whom we found with a farmer, who 
had a canvas bag of money in his hand, 
Aſter the uſual compliments, and being in- 
formed of our buſineſs, he eyed me from 
head to foot, and faid that Don Marthias 
wanted juſt ſuch a young fellow as me, and 
that he would introduce me as ſoon as he 
had diſpatched the farmer. Then turning 
to the peaſant, ** Let us ſee (quoth he) if 
« there be exactly 500 piſtoles. Having 
told the money, and found it right, he 
locked up the bag, and preſented me to Don 

Matthias. 

We found him in his morning gown, 
lolling upon a ſopha and raſping of tobac- 
co, „My lord (ſaid the ſteward) here ya 
young lad of merit, whom Melendez, 
«© your draper, recommends as a valet,” — 
Very well, (replied Don Matthias, ſince 
| | % you 


you introduce him, I receive him into 
my ſervice. But Rodriguez, (added he) 
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you muſt find me 200 piſtoles immedi- 
ately, and ſend them to the counteſs of 
Pedro/a; it is a debt of honour, and 
muſt be paid,” —Sir, (ſaid the ſteward) 
where ſhall I get ſuch a ſum ! I have not 
been able to finger one farthing from 
your tenants, and yet I am obliged to 
maintain your family honourably ; and 
am reduced to ſuch an extremity, that I 
know not what power to invoke.”'— 
You weary me (replied Don Matthias) 
you murder me with your peflections: 
tell you I want 200 piſtoles, and I muſt 
have them,” —* Well then (quoth Ro- 
driguez) I muſt then apply to the little 
old man who has already lent you mo- 
ney upon high intereſt,” You may 
apply to the devil if you will, (replied 
my lord) provided I have but the 
money.“ 

The ſteward then withdrew, and in 


about half an hour returned with a little 


bald» 
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pald- headed old man, who made a ſhift to 


get a decent livelihood by lending his mo- 
ney at the moderate intereſt ' of 20 per 
cent. ** My lord, (quoth he) pray how 
«« much money do you want ?—* Two 
« hundred piſtoles (replied Don Mat- 
c 7thias).”—** Here I have 400 (quoth the 
4c ulurer) and you ſhall have half of them.“ 
He then pulled from under his cloak, the 
very ſame canvaſs bag, that Redriguez had 
a little before received from the peaſant; 
He emptied it out upon the table, and began 
to count it, when Don Matthias, charmed 
at the fight, ſaid to the uſurer, Why, 
« Mr. Deſcomulgado, I ſhall be obliged to 
«© haye-recourle to you again to-morrow, 
« and therefore to ſave trouble I think I 
c may as well pocket the whole four hun- 
% dred.” Upon this he ſcraped up the 
money, and gave a draft for 500 piſtoles up- 
on one of his wealthieſt tenants, 
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CHAP, XVIII. 5 


Gil Blas acquires à new Set of Acguaintance. 


Hue ING dreſſed my maſter, he bad 


me follow him to a tavern, where he 
had appointed to meet ſome lords of his 
acquaintance. Here 1 found the valets of 
each of them, whom having ſaluted, they 
returned the compliment ; and one of them, 


| having obſerved me a few minutes, ſaid, 


«« Brother, there is a timorous aukwardneſs 
« in your behaviour, that convinces me 
& you have not been long in the ſervice of 
&« a young lord, but we will ſoon poliſh 
«© you ; if you was aukwarder than you are 
<« we ſhould be able to accompliſh you, you 
«© may aſſure yourſelf,” 

After ſerving up the dinner, and hand- 
ed the beſt wines to our maſters in great 
profuſion, we retired to dine by ourſelves 
in a little parlour, where a cloth was laid 
for that purpoſe; and I ſoon found that 
L 
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my companions were clever fellows, They 
affected the language, aſſumed the manners, 
and even called one another by the names 
of their reſpective maſters, Don Antonio's 
valet giving the name of Gamboa to Don 
Ferdinand's ſervant, and Don Ferdinand's 
footman honouring Don Antonio's valet with 
that of Centelles. They called me Silva, 
honouring me alſo with the name of my 
good maſter. | 

„Well, Silva, (ſaid one of them) don't 


"C6 you begin to get rid of your ruſt ? Thou 
% haſt not been two hours in our company, 


tc and art quite altered. See now, what it 
“ is to ſerve people of quality! “ TO 
be ſure, (quoth I) and therefore I will 
« for ever attach myſelf to the nobility.“ 
«© —<& Bravo, (ſaid Don Ferdinand's va- 
& let) it does not belong to your citizens 
«© to poſſeſs ſuch ſuperior geniuſes as we 
* are,” Thus we revelled till about mid- 
night, which indeed was looked upon as a 
very early hour, and then departed, as our 
matters had an aſſignation at the houſe of a 

celebrated 
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celebrated courtezan, which was never free 
from a number of young amourous lords 
and old worn-out debauches; and here we 
amuſed ourſetves till break of day, 


CHAP. XIX. 
Gil Blas becomes a fine Gentleman. 


ROM a diſpoſition ſedate and thought- 

ful, in a little time I became meta- 
morphoſed into a briſk blundering cox- 
comb ; on which Don Antonio's valet com- 
plimented me greatly, and obſerved, that 
there was now nothing wanting to complete 
my character but an intrigue; declaring 
alſo, that all our comrades were beloved by 
more ladies than one, and that he himſelf 
had the hearts of no leſs than two women 
of quality, This I could ſcarcely believe, 
and therefore hinted, that notwithitanding 
his figure, wit, and merit, I was at a loſs 
to conceive how a lady of quality could 
condeſcend to the addreſſes of a lacquey. 
„% Why, you blockhead, (quoth he) they 
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% know nothing of my real condition; F 
«© aſſume the dreſs, and even the name of 
< my maſter; I ogle the women till I find 
& one to my liking; her I follow till L 


ec have an opportunity of demanding an aſ- 


« ſignation ; ſhe becomes ceremonious, and 
<< I very preſſing; till at length —ſhe yields 

cc. In this manner I ſucceed in my 
c amours, and would adviſe thee to take 
& the ſame method,” 

So far from having any averſion to a love 
intrigue, I became ambitious of enjoying 
one, I therefore took a rich ſuit of my 
maſter's cloaths, packed it up into a bundle, 
and conveyed it to the houſe of a neigh- 


bouring barber, where I could dreſs and. 


undreſs with more convenience than at 
home: and indeed the barber was wont to 
lend a hand towards ſetting off my perſon 
to the beſt advantage, after which I ſallied 
forth in queſt of adventures. 

had not ſtrutted far before I obſerved a 
beautiful lady, genteelly dreſt, come out of 


a houſe and ſtep into a hackney coach which 
ſtoog 
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ſtood at the door; after gazing a little, I 
bowed very reſpectfully ; and ſhe, to en- 
courage me, juſt lifted up her veil, and dif. 
covered a face perfectly beautiful; the 
coach drove away, and I remained in the 
ſtreet in a moſt fixed ſurpriſe, 

But recollecting myſelf, I turned about 
to mark the houſe from which ſhe iſſued, 
and perceived an old lady at the window 
who beckoned me to come in, As ſoon as 
I entered, ſhe ſaluted me like a prudent du- 
enna, informed me that ſhe was fure I was 
a lord of the court, that I was ſmitten by 
the lady who had juſt left her houſe, and 
who, ſhe aſſured me was a young widow of 
quality who wanted a lover; after a good 
deal of entreaty ſhe alfo added, that if I 
would call the next day at the ſame hour, I 
ſhould be honoured with an interview, I 
was very thankful to be ſure; kept my 
time punctually, and was not diſappointed, 
for my heroine ſoon entered. After many 
mutual compliments, I threw myſelf at her 


feet, and preſſed her to make me happy. 
I 3 But 
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But notwithſtanding all my eloquence, ſhe 
told me plainly, that altho* ſhe muſt con- 
teſs I had made an impreſſion upon her, yet 
as I was an utter ſtranger ſhe could give 
me no further encouragement, as ſhe was 
reſolved not to beſtow her affections upon a 
perſon unknown. | 

4 Madauy, (ſaid I) I am not aſhamed of 
my name; you have doubtleſs heard of 
«« Dan Matthias de Silva f—* Yes, 
** (quoth the) I have ſeen him at the houſe 
© of an acquaintance of mine.“ - This an- 
iwer diſconcerted my impudence ; but re- 
inches myſelf,““ Well, madam, (quoth 

I then yoù know a lord Wwhom—1 
„ know alſo z—his grandfather married 
«© my great uncle's ſiſter in law; ſo you 
1 ſee we are nearly related. My name is 
„% Don Ce/ar de Ribera. After this de- 
claration my diſcourſe became very preſ- 
ſing, but all the favours the lady beſtowed, 
only ſerved to encreaſe my paſſion for thole 
the refuſed. In fhort, the harbarous crea- 
ture withdrew on a ſudden, ſtepped into 
her 
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her coach, and left me to go home! imper- 
fectly happy. 

Having undreſſed myſelf: at the houſe of 
the barber, I waited upon my maſter at a 
tennis-court, where I knew he was at play. 
I found he had been in high luck, for after 
following him to the prince's theatre, at the 
play-houſe door he gave me a ducat, or- 
dering me to attend him about midnight at 
the houſe of Arſenia the actreſs, where he 
was to ſup with Don Alexo Segiar. 

Clarins, Don Alexo's valet luckily appear- 
ing, we went and regaled ourſelves till 
twelve at a tavern, and from thence trudged 
together to the houſe of Ar/enia. The ar- 
rival of. two merry fellows was by no means 
diſagreeable to the chamber-maids. But 
how was 1 ſurprized, when in the perſon of 
one of them I beheld my adoreable widow ! 
Nor was ſhe leſs ſurprized in finding Don 
Cz/ar de Ribera transformed into the valet 
of Don Matthias however, we could nei- 
ther of us help laughing moſt violently ; and 
ltepping a little aſide, complimented cach 
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other on our having ſo incomparably imi- 


tated the great. | | 

A few days after, Don Matthias inveſted 
me with a new employment. He ordered 
me to take pen, ink, and paper, and write 
two or three letters for him; for“ hence- 
«« forth (ſaid he) I appoint thee my ſecre- 
«© tary; but if thou art not ſecret on the 
« preſent buſineſs, thy life ſhall anſwer it. 
&« Thou muſt know, that as I frequently 
e meet with people who boaſt of their in- 
te trigues, I am reſolved to excel them all; 
& and for this purpoſe, always to carry 
« three or four forged letters from ladies of 
« faſhion in my pocket, which I may read 
*« on any occaſion.“ 

Having written three or four billets ac- 
cording to his order, one of which was 
from one Donna Clara, he put them in 
his pocket, and I followed him to the 
houſe of Don Juan de Moncada, by whom 
he was invited to dinner among many other 
lords, 

Mirth and jollity crowned the entertain- 
ment; the converſation was lively and 

amourous z 
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amourous ; and my maſter, to add his 
mite, read his letters aloud, with an air 
of perfect aſſurance, One of the gentle- 
men, however, named Don Lope de Ve- 
laſco, coolly aſked, if the conqueſt of Don- 
na Clara had been difficult. No, (quoth 
*« Don Matthias) not at all; I ſaw her in 
% the park, —had an aſſignation, — was in- 
« troduced to her apartment, — but I am 
c too much of a gentleman to tell what 
& followed.” —Upon this, the lord Ve- 
laſeo changed countenance ; he inſiſted up- 
on it that all was a forgery,” and that he 
would juſtify the chaſtity of Donna Clara 
de Mendoza; and then left the room in 

great anger, | 
The next morning J was awaked by the 
porter, who intormed me, that a young 
man at the gate muſt ſpeak to me imme- 
diately, and that his buſineſs would admit 
of no delay. Tho? half afleepy I jumped 
up, went down ſtairs, and demanded his 
buſineſs, He informed me that he was the 
valet of Don Lope de V elaſco, that he had a 
billet 
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billet for Don Matthias, which he muſt de- 
liver immediately into his own hands. I 
ſhewed him to my maſter's bed-chamber, 


and he delivered the letter. Don Matthias 


read it, and then cooly ſaid, © Why, child, 
«© | would not ariſe before noon, to fulfil 
<< the aſſignation of a lady, and therefore 
«© I ſhall not ariſe at fix in the morning to 
«© fight. But I will meet thy maſter at the 
place he appoints at half paſt twelve.“ 
So ſaying, he went to ſleep again with great 
compoſure. 

Between eleven and twelve he aroſe, 


. dreſſed himſelf, and went out, telling me 
that I needed not to follow him. But my 


curiolity would not ſuffer me to obey, and 
I therefore dogged him to St. Jerome's 
meadow, where Don Velaſco was waiting 
for him, The combat ſoon began, and 
each lunged at his antagoniſt with great 
vigour; but Den Lope ſoon proved victo- 
rious, by running my maſter through the 
body. TI ran to the unfortunate Don Mat- 
bias, (while Don Lope made off as faſt as 
he could) and having called ſome aſſiſt- 


ance, 
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ance, conveyed him home, where he died 
in about three hours. Thus fell Do» Mar- 
thias de Sylva, from the vanity of reading 
forged Jovye-letters, written by ladies he 
had never ſeen. 


C HAP. XX. 


Gil Blas is engaged in the Family of Don 
Vincent de Guzman. 


AVING bundled up mycloaths, and 
received my wages, the old ſteward 
told me that he would make it his bulineſs 
to procure me an advantageous place, He 


kept his word with me; for that very day 


he preſented me to Don Vincent de (Guzman, 
a nobleman of great equanimity, being nei- 
ther paſſionate nor whimſical. He had bu- 
ried his lady ſome years before, and wag 
wholely attentive to the education of Au- 


rora, an only daughter, then about twenty- 


five, and juſtly elicemed for her accompliſh» 
ments, 
F had 


— 
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I had ſcarce been a month in the houſe, 
before I imagined that this young lady diſ- 
tinguiſhed me from the reſt of the ſervants. 
Her eyes were frequently fixed on me, and 
her countenance diſplayed -a remarkable 
complaiſance. Whenever ſhe ſaw me it was 
with a ſmile, and I therefore concluded, 
that my ſervitude would be ſweetened by 
love. 

Dame Ortix, Aurora's woman, told me 
one evening, that if I would be diſcreet and 
ſilent, and meet her in the garden at mid- 
night, I ſhould be informed of ſomething 
which would give me pleaſure. I ſqueezed 
the Duenna's hand, and told her 1 would 
certainly be there; on which ſhe left me in 
a hurry for fear of ſurprize. I immedi- 
ately went to the little cloſet where I ſlept, 
put on a clean ſhirt, arranged my dreſs, and 
perfumed myſelf, that I might flatter the 
paſhon of my miſtreis; and at the time ap- 
pointed, ſlipped down a pair of back ſtairs 
to the place of aſſignation Ortiz ſoon ap- 
peared, commended my punctuality, —but 
how was I charmed when ſhe told me that 
hes 


or Git Blas, 10g 
her miſtreſs wanted a little private converſa- 
tion with me ! with-this ſhe took my hand, 
and led me through a little door, of which 
ſhe had the key, into the chamber of the 
divine Aurora. 

I found the lady in a diſhablile, and ſa- 
luted her reſpectfully; ſhe received me with 
a ſmiling air, ordered me to ſit down by 
her, and then bade her ambaſſador with - 
draw, She then addreſſed me thus, Gil 
C Blas, you muſt know that I have a fa- 
© yourable opinion of you, and the ſtep 
c which I have taken this night will leave 
** no room to doubt it.“ 

I ſtarted up in a tranſport, threw my- 
ſelf at her feet, and ſaid emphatically, 
« Ah, madam! can it be poſſible that I 
« ſhould have inſpired you with ſenti- 
© ments,” —** Don't ſpeak ſo loud, (ſaid. 
% Aurora) take your ſeat again and hear 
«© what 1 have to ſay, without interrup- 


“ tion, Yes, Gil Blas, I wiſh you well, 


continued ſhe) as a proof of it, I will tell 
you A ſeeret, on which the peace af my 
5 Se N 6 life 
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« life depends —I am in love with Don 
« [eqvis Pacheco, a man of birth and for- 
tune, whom I have frequently ſeen, but 
of whoſe character I am utterly igno- 
„rant. I want to be informed of his mo- 
„ .rals, and therefore make choice of thee 
©: to enquire carefully into his reputation, 
„ and to bring me an account.“ 

Here ſhe ſtopped 3 my confuſion was in- 
expreſfible at finding myſeſf deceived. But 
recollecting myſelf, I-protniſed to bring, her 
an account of Don Leabis in two days. She 
rang the bell, Dame Orfiz came in, and 
conducted me back into the garden, here 
ſhe left me, after ſaying, that ſhe knew it 
was needleſs to req my 'punctuality at 
the next aſſignation. 

[ returned to my chamber, went to bed, 
and although greatly mortified, reſolved to 
perform what my young lady required, 
The next day I found no difficulty in diſ. 
covering the place of Pon Leabis's abode, 
nay of his whole chaeagter in every reſpect. 
At the hour appointed I went down into the 

garden, 
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garden, void of either eſſence or pœfumes - 


being convinced that theſe extravagancies 
were unneceſſary. 
found the Duenna waiting for me, and 


. ſhe again conducted me to Aurora's apart- 


ment; on her aſking me, if I had heard 
any thing of Don Lewis, I told her with- 
out reſerve, that in-a day or two he re- 
turned to Sa/amancha, in order to fihiſh his 
ſtudies; that he was a man of honour, pro- 
bity and courage; that he poſſeſſed a fund 


olf wit, that his behaviour was agreeable, 


but that he was extremely rakiſh, having at 
that time two actreſſes in keeping. © Hea- 
« yens! (cry'd Aurora, ready to faint) 
4% Is it poſſible l But I will combat this 


* unworthy paſſion. —Here, G. I Blas, here 


« js ſomething for thy trouble; but re- 
% member that I depend upon thy ſilence.” 
J withdrew in haſte to ſee the contents of a 
little purſe ſhe had put into my hand, and 
found that it contained twenty piſtoles, ſo 
that I had no longer occaſion to regret the 
expence of eſſences and perfumes, 
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Not long after, Don Vincent ſell ill; two 
phyſicians were called in, and both agread 
that the indiſpofition aroſe from the hu- 
mours of the body being in a ſtate of fer- 
mentation; but they quarrelled according 


to cuſtom about the remedy and method of 


treatment. - One was for purging off the 
humours directly; while the other main- 
tained that they ought to wait till they 
were concocted. "The firſt declared, that 
Hippocrates orders purges in the firſt ſymp- 
toms of a fever; and repeated Greek for 
Half an hour in proof of what he aſſerted. 
The latter grew paſſionate, and relying 


on a Latin tranſlation, repeated it in a 


voice ſtill more loud, Don Vincent, tho? 
moſt concerned in the diſpute, was not 2 
proper perſon to decide it; but being 


obliged to chuſe, he riſqued his life with 
the elder of the two. But death proved too 


cunning for the man of his choice, for be- 
fore theſe ſame humours were concocted, he 
carried the poor nobleman off —80 died 
Signior Don Vincent, becauſe his phyſician 
did not underſtand Greek. 

The 


&# Gi BL a+ 


The good old man was buried in due 
time, and Aurora, having ſucceeded to his 
eſtates and become her own miſtreſs, re- 
tired to a caſtle which ſhe had on the banks 
of the Tagus. When we had been here 
about a week, ſhe ordered me into her 
room one morning, and addreſſed me thus 
& Gil Blas, (quoth ſhe, ſighing) in ſpite of 
every effort, I cannot forget the adored 
«« Don Lewis; he is for ever in my mind 
6 as a tender, amourous, and conſtant 
0 loyer z and not, as thou relateſt, plunged 
6 in debauchery.” She then melted into 
tears; but recovering, informed me, that 
ſhe had now more occaſion for my ſervices 
than ever. She then acquainted me of her 
reſolution of going immediately to Salas 
mancha, in the character of a young cava- 
lier, and under a fictitious name to get ac- 
quainted with Don Leauis. I will often 
«© mention to him (quoth ſhe) the name of 
« Aurora de Guzman, and paſt her off for 
© my couſin; and then perhaps he may 
© haye a delire to ſee her. This is all [ 
| K 3 % want. 
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„ want. —We will have two different lodg- 
« ings; in one of which I will be known 
« by the name of Don Felix, and by the 
«& name of Aurora in the other; and then 
« will I ſee Don Lewis, ſometimes in the 

4 character of a man, and ſometimes as I 
« really am, by which means I hope to ac- 
% compliſh my purpoſe.” | 

It was then agreed, that Orz7s ſhould 
paſs for the aunt of Aurora, under the name 
of Donna Ximene, attended by a valet and 
a waiting-woman'z and that Aurora, in the 
character of a' chevalier, ſhould be attend. 
ed by me, together with one of her maids, 

| who was to be always about her perſon in 
the diſguiſe of a page. 

: Having thus ſettled our plan, we re- 

turned to Madrid, ordered our dreſſes to be 

made, and as ſoon as every thing was in 
readineſs, leaving the care of the houſe to 
the old ſteward, we ſet out in a coach 
| drawn by four mules, and took the road 

towards Salamancha. 1 

At length, tho' without meeting with =. 
any bad accident, we arrived at that cele- | 
brated 
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brated univerſity, where we took a houſe 
ready furniſhed ; and Dame Ortiz, who 
now took the name of Donna Aimena 47 
Guzman, went out one morning, and hired 
a ſet of chambers in the very houſe where 
Don Pacheco lived ; and as ſoon as ſhe re- 
turned, Aurora and her maid equippedthem- 
ſelves in men's attire; and, attended by 
me, went and took poſſeſſion. 9 8 
The landlady's name was Bernarda Ra- 
ni rem; ſhe received us civilly, and, on 
being aſked whether ſhe had many board- 
ers, ſhe anſwered, that at preſent ſhe had 
only one young nobleman whoſe name was 
Don Lewis de Pacheco Aurora now made 
"—_ into his gallantry, and found he 

had a thouſand miftreſſes, While we were 
talking he came in, and Remirexz, after in- 
troducing him to Aurora, withdrew p my 
miſtreſs acted her part admirably, and fell 
ſo pat into the humour of Pacheco, that 
in an hour's time they ſeemed as intimate 
Jas if they had been acquainted ſeven 
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The next day at dinner, Aurora diyerted 
the converſation to her own family.“ My 
v« father, (ſays ſhe) is of the houſe of Men- 
« doza, and my mother is ſiſter to Donna 
« NX:mena de Guzman, who is now in Sa- 
« lamancha, with the only daughter of 
« Don Vincent de Guxman.— O, (re- 
« plied Don Zew:s) I have often heard of 
«« her, her name is Aurora; I am told that 
«« nothing equals her beauty but her under- 
« ſtanding.“ As for her underſtanding, 
« (ſaid my miſtreſs) ſhe has a tolerable 
« ſhare; but I do not ſay much of her 
4 beauty, for people ſay that ſhe and I I 
ic are very much. alike,” *—<* Nay, (cry'd 
«& Pacheco) if that be the caſe, fince you 
* are ſo handſome for a man, your couſin 
«« muſt be quite enchanting; I wiſh I had 
„ the honour of viſiting her.” — Your cu- 
«c rioſity ſhall be ſatisfied, (replied Aurora) 
« for I will conduct you to my aunt's 
© houſe this very afternoon.” They went 
_ accordingly, and met dame Aimena at the 

door, oe, ſhe informed them that her 

> couſin 
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couſin was very ill of an head ach, and 
that they might have the pleaſure of ſee- 


ing her another day. 


In the morning, while the pretended 
Don Felix and Don Lexwis were diſcourſing 
about Aurora, my miſtreſs ordered me to 
go to her aunt's, and inform her that they 
would pay her a viſit, I flew in an inſtant, 
and brought an anſwer, that their viſit would 
be acceptable, and that Signior Pacheco 
ſhould always be welcome at her houſe on 
Don Felix's account. 

But juſt as they were etting out, ion 
Ximena's valet appeared, and told Don 
Feli x, that a man from Toledo had enquired 
tor him, and had left a note; Don Felix 
opened the paper and read aloud, *«* If you 
„ are deſirous of hearing from your father, 
«© and of being informed of other matters 
« .of conſequence to you, you are deſired 
«© to repair to the Black Hor/ſe.”” The 
diſguiſed. Aurora then turned round and 
faid, “My dear Pacheco, if 1 do not re- 
turn in two hours, I would have you 
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«« go to my aunt's by yourſelf, and I will 
« meet you there as ſoon as I can diſen. 


„gage myſelf from this appointment.” 
On this he went out, and ordered me to 


follow him. 1 
Inſtead of going to the Black Horſe, we 
proceeded immediately to our other lodg- 
ings, where Au}ora took off her ſandy falſe 
hair, waſhed her eye-brows, dreſſed her- 
ſelf according to her real ſex, and became 
a beautiful lady; nay from her dreſs, and 
the advantage of high heels, ſhe appeared a 
great deal taller. | | 
Every thing was ready when Don Leavir 
came in; he was received agreeably, and 
at the end of about two hours, I went in- 
to the room and informed the Cavalier, 
that Don Leawwzs could not poſſibly leave his 
company, for that he was engaged with 
three gentlemen of Toledo, and begged that 
he might be excuſed. ** Ah, the little 
*© rake (ſaid Dame Ortzz) he is certainly 
Wa revelling.-—* No, truly, madam, 
„ (quoth I) they are talking over fome 
«« ſome 
* 
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© ſome very ſerious affairs, and he order- 
«© ed me to apologize for him.— “ Away 
% with his apologies, (ſaid my miſtreſs) 
© have a great mind to ſay that be ſhan't - 
*© ſee me for-theſe fifteen days. — 0 dear 
* madam (ſaid Don Lewzs) do not be ſo 
„ cruel; Don Felix is rather to be pitied 
* for not having it in his power to wait 
«© upon you.” 

When Don Felix withdrew,” the fair Au- 
rora transformed herſelf, and in the dreſs 
of à Cavalier returned to her other lodg- 
ings, As ſoon as ſhe ſaw Don Lewis, I 
© aſk pardon, my dear friend, (ſaid ſhe) 
for not fulfilling my engagement, but [ 
hope, nevertheleſs, that you were agree · 
„ ably entertained : come, tell me, What 
* do you think of my coulin ?—-O, (quoth 
& Pacheco) I am enraptured with her. 
« Indeed, as you obſerved, ſhe is very 
„ much like you; your features are ex- 
actly alike, and yet there is ſome dif- 
++ ference z3 you are fair, and ſhe is black; 
6 ſhe is grave, and you are merry; but as 
6+ ior 
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% for her underſtanding, an angel cannot 


« have more! 

Theſe laſt words were pronounced with 
ſuch paſſion, that Don Feliæ replied, © I 
« adviſe you, my friend, no more to viſit 
« Donna Aurora, for her little eyes will 
« certainly make your heart ach.“ 
c Oh ! (quoth Pacheco) that's done already; 
e alas! how happy ſhould I be would 
«© ſhe approve of my addreſſes, and give 
5 me her hand for ever.“ —“ Nay, if 
c that's the caſe, cried Don Felix, I am 
« inclined to intereſt myſelf in your be- 
cc half; I will take you at your word: but 
« is it poſſible that you have not ſuſpected 
* the trick that has been put upon you? 
« Can a light-coloured peruke and painted 
« eye-brows ſo far deceive you? Do your- 
«ſelf juſtice, my dear Pacheco, and learn 
* that Aurora de Guzman and Don Fe- 
« lix de Mendeſa are one and the ſame 
„ perſon,” 

She then frankly owned her paſſion for 
him, and the ſteps ſhe had taken towards 
andulging it, „ Ah! my dear angel, 

| N (quoth 


miles I ſtopped at an inn on the road, 
: L 
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© (quoth Pacheco) am I then ſo completely 
% happy !---we will immediately ſet off 


& for Madrid, and hring our comedy to a 


& concluſion by marriage,” Aurora agreed 
to the propoſal, and in fifteen days they 
were married with great feſtivity. 


CHA Fo? XXI. 


Gil Blas leaves his Service, and meets with 


various Adventures. 


UT [ longed greatly to ſee Toledo, and 
therefore, after receiving a very hand- 

ſome gratuity from my miſtreſs, I left her 
ſervice, and in a few days arrived in that 
city, I lodged at an inn, and by the 
foppiſh airs I put on, paſſed for a gentle- 
man of conſequence ; but after having 
ſeen every thing worthy of notice, I lett 
the town by day-break, and took the road 
to Cuenca, from thence intending to pro- 
ceed to Arragon, After travelling many 
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- when a troop from the inquiſition came 
in, and fell to drinking. While they were 


puthing round the bottle, one of them 
deſcribed a perſon of whom they were in 
queſt, and ſaid that he was not more than 
twenty years old, had black hair, an agree- 
able ſhape, a handſome face, and was 
mounted on a bay mule, 

But as this was no buſineſs of mine, 
after refreſhing myſelf, I ſet forward, and 
in about an hour met a young fellow on 
the road, who exactly anſwered the de-, 
ſcription I had overheard ; and therefore, 
aſter queſtioning him a little, he frankly 
declared that he was under ſome appre- 
henſion from the inquiſition, thanked me 
kindly for my information, and agreed to 
take another road. As a ſudden ſtorm 
came on, we repaired towards a grove of 
trees, in which we found a foot path that 
led us to a hermitage at the foot of a 
mountain. At the e-trance of this ſolt- 


tary habitation, an old hermit made his 


appearance, with à brown woolen cap 
npon his head, and a beard as white as 
ſnow, 
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fnow, which came down. to his middle. 
He kindly invited us to take ſhelter, "and, 
adviſed us to turn the mule into an adja- 
cent field. We did as he deſired, and then 
followed him into the grotto, when a very 
heavy ſhower fell, attended with thunder 
and lightning. The hermit felt down be- 
fore the image of St. Pacomo, which was 
glued to the wall, and we did the ſame 
alſo. The day was far ſpent before the 
ftorm was over, wherefore the old man 
adviſed us to ſpend the night with him ; 
to which we agreed, on his aſſuring us 
that we ſhould not incommode him. 

Soon after he placed a few onions, a cruſt 
of bread, and a pitcher of water upon a 
fmall table, and invited us to eat, and ad- 
ded to the repaſt alittle cheeſe and two 
handfuls of nuts. 

; Soon after ſupper the hermit obſerved 
that my companion was dejected and filent, 
wherefore begged that he would unboſom 
himſelf; on which the youth gave us the 
following account of limſelf ; 
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J was born in Madrid, and am the 
reputed ſon of the Baron de Steinbach, an 
officer in the German guards. One even- 
ing, on his return home, obſerving a bun- 
dle at the foot of the ſtair-caſe, he took it 


up and found it contained a new born in- 


fant, with a paper pinned upon the breaſt, 
implying that its name was Alp henſo; I am 
that forlorn infant, and that is all I know 
of my parentage. 
As the Baron and his lady had no chil- 
dren, and as they were moved with my 
misfortunes, they reſolved to bring me up 
as their own. As my years encreaſed, 
their attachment encreaſed alſo ;' they took 
great care of my education, 'and as ſoon 
as I was able to carry arms, bought me a 
commiſſion, revealed to me the ſecret of 
my birth, and urged me to acquire honour 
by my bravery and good conduct, I 
ſerved in the Low Countries, till the con- 
cluſion of peace, when I returned again to 
Madrid, and witneſſed freſh marks of 
tenderneſs from the Baron and his lady. 
Soon after my return I received a billet 
from 
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from à young widow named Leonor, who 
lived oppoſite to our houſe, which induced 
me to believe that I was beloved, for ſhe 
informed me, that if I would be ti the 
ſtreet between eleven and twelve o'clock 
at night, I might converſe with her at a 
parlour window, 

In the evening I ſauntered about in the 
Prado, to paſs away the time till the hour 
of appointment; when a man alighted 
from his horſe juſt by me, and ſaid haſtily, 
« Are not you the ſon of Baron Stein- 
« bach? I replied in the affirmative.--- 
% And you intend to converſe with Leo- 
© zora at the window to-night ? come, 
* come, her page has ſhewn me her let- 
* ters and your anſwers ;---I diſpute the 
* prize with you; and as we are in a pri- 
„vate place, you ſhall either feel my re- 
« ſentment, or promiſe to break off all 
10 correſpondence with Leonora. — Had 
* you requeſted ſuch a ſacrifice, Sir, (ſaid I) 

2. might have obliged you; but 
10w, that ſince you demand 1 it, 4 ke 
% your threats.“ 
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At it we went directly. and either on 
account of my ſuperior ſkill, or to the too 
great warmth of my antagoniſt, after ex- 
changing a few thruſts, I gave him a mor- 
tal wound, and he fell at my feet. 
The danger of my fituation now occurred 


to me; | knew 1 could not get out of 


Madrid too ſoon, and therefore to make 
the more ſpeed, I mounted the Cavalier's 
horſe, and took the road to Toledo. I had 
got beyond 7/lz/cas, when, about midnight, 
a ftorm as violent as that which drove us 
into this retreat came on ; and finding no 
better ſhelter, rode my horſe againſt a little 
ſummer-houle, built upon the wall of 
a garden at a ſmall diſtance ; but lean- 
ing againſt the door, I found it was open, 
and that I might have better ſhelter, 1 diſ- 
3 and led iy horſe into the groung 
oor. 

The night was fo dark that I could 
diſcover nothing but a great light at a 
diſtance, towards which, after. ſecuring 
my horle, I advanced. Aſter whiclr 1 
arrived at a faloon, the door of which 

| . was 
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was alſo open; I went in, and was ſtruck 


with the magnificence of the place, which 
was illuminated with a fine cryſtal branch. 
But I could not perceive the leaſt noiſe, 
nor the appearance of any living crea» 
ture, 

At length I perceived a door half open, 
which led into a range of rooms, the laſt 
of which only was lighted, My deſtiny 
urged me on, and 1 advanced into the 
room, where I found a moſt beautiful 


, young lady aſleep, the curtains of > her 
bed being half drawn on account of the 


beat. My ſteps, ſoſt as they were, a- 


-wakened her; ſhe trembled at the ſight of 


2 ſtranger, and ſhrieked aloud ; ſhe called 


her women, but nobody anſwering, ſhe 


threw on a thin night gown,paſſed through 
tae dark rooms I had juſt croſſed, and 
called ſtill for her ſervants, and a younger 
ſiſter. At length, on the appearance of 
an old domeltic, ſhe demanded who I was, 
and how 1 darcd to enter her houſe. I 
ſatisfied her as well as I could, and had 
no ſooner told her that I had found the 

garden 
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garden door open, than ſhe cried out, 
„% Oh! my preſaging thoughts!“ 

She took the light, ſearched all the 
rooms, and found that her ſiſter and her 
maids had made their eſcape, nay ſhe even 
hinted that ſhe ſuſpected me as an abet - 
tor. I proteſted ſolemnly that it was the 
ſtorm only that had driven me thither, 
and that ſo far from being an accomplice, 
I would do all that lay in my power to 
find out the aggreſſor, and do her family 
juſtice, „But with whom (quoth I) is 
6 your ſiſter fled :—tell me the name, and 
you ſhall have ſatis faction.“ 0 
«« generous ſtranger, (ſhe replied) the fact 
« jg this; Don Fernando de Leyra is in 
« love with my ſiſter Julia; he has de- 
% manded her in marriage, of the Count 
& Je Polan, my father, but has been re- 
« fuſed, on account of an old family 
« quarrel, and therefore I ſuppoſe, has 
*« taken this opportunity of ſeducing her 
from the duty ſhe owed her father. 
% Fly then, and find out the raviſher, 
66 and, 
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t and, it thy proſeſſions are honeſt, lei me 
hear from thee as ſoon as polfible.” | 

TI ſearched for Don Fernands for about a 
week, but all in vain; and indted*the 
meaſure was improper for me to embark 
in, conſidering that "diligent ſearch was 
then making after me. I then returned, 
and found the lady more tranquil than I 
imagined, for ſhe had received a letter 
from Don Fernando, importing that he 
was already married to 7e; and ſhe 
added, that ſhe hoped the affair would end 
amicably, and reconcile to long divided 
families. 

She then apologized for the / trouble ſhe 
had given me, and, as I ſeemed weary, the 
led me into the ſaloon, and we ſate down 
together. Sbe begged the favour of my 
name, not doubting, as ſhe ſaid, that [ 
was of ſome noble family. I informed 


her of the name of the German Baron; 


on which ſhe deſired to know the cauſe of 
my leaving Madrid. I immediately re- 
counted the circumſtances of the duel, 
whereupon ſhe blamed my antagoniſt, and 

promiſed 
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promiſed. to intereſt her whole family i in oy 
favour. 

I then ventured to ak her, whether ber 
affections were free; aud ſhe informed me 
that ſhe -was the widow of Don Diego de 
Laura, whom ſhe could never love, and 
who was flain in the Low Countries. On 
this information, I gallantly told her that 
I adored her; that I was raviſhed with her 
charms, and that I ventured to hope of 
making her mine for ever. She received 
this profeſſion by no means diſdairfully; 
but the words were ſcarce out of my 
mouth, before a- ſervant delivered a letter 
from her father, purporting, that her bro- 
ther, Don Gaſpard, had been ſlain in the 
Prado, having declared in his laſt moments, 
that the perſon who killed him was the fon 
of the Baron de Steinbach. 


At this news I was in the greateſt per- 


plexity, and the lady appeared incon- 


ſolable; I drew my ſword, and begged 


that ſhe would revenge the blood of her 
brother, by taking my life immediately ; 
but all in vain. At length, compoſing 
herſelf 


—— 
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herſelf a little, ſhe ſaid, “ Put up your 

, 4 ſword, Sir; you are Gafe white in my 
f houſe; the laws of hoſpitality ſecure | 
„% you; But ſtay not long; elude, if poſ- | 
« fible, our purſuzts and the rigour of the 1 
«© Jaws, and fave yourſelf from the danger | 
* that threatens you,” 80 ſaying, I left 
her, took my horſe, and withoat taking ; | 
any particular road, at length arrived at | 
this hermitage. And this, venerable fa- 
ther, (quoth he) is what at preſent en-- | 
yo my thoughts,” | | 


Gil Blas Fnds bimſelf among bis Acguæintance. 


HIS narrative finiſhed, the old her- 

mit endeavoured to con fole Alphonſo, 

and to encourage him to bear with patience 
the courſe of his deſtiny, when another 
hermit entered the cave, with a wallet at 
his back, well ſtuffed with proviſions, 
which he had procured at the next town, 
„Well, brother Anthony, "(aid the old 
mag; 
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4 man, what news from town ?””—** Bad 
«« enough, quoth the red-haired brother; 
« the plot is diſcovered, and the officers . 
ot juſtice will be after us to- morrow . 
% Nay, if that's the caſe, cry d the old 
% man, they ſhall. not find the hare on 
* her form; and fo ſaying, he threw off 
his robe, and appeared in a doublet with 
ſlaſhed fleeves : he then pulled off his cap, 
untied a firing that ſupported his falſe 
bead, and all on a ſudden aſſumed the 
figure of a man between twenty and _ 
years of age, Brother Anthony likewiſe 
threw aſide his habit and his red beard ; 
but judge of my ſurprĩze, hen in the old 
hermit I diſcovered no other than Signior 
Don Rapbarl, and in brother Anthony 
my moſt dear and faithful valet Ambro/e de 
Lame a.“ Good heaven! cry'd I, I find 
am among my former worthy friends.“ 
— True, Cu Blis, quoth Raphael, I 
« confeſs you have ſome reaſon to com- 
«© plain of us; but hang ſorrow, let 
<< us forget what is paſt, and think our - 
« ſelves happy in meeting again: aſſo- 
; % ciat8 
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« ciate then with us, and you will ſoon 
& be proof againſt the vicifſitudes of for- 
& tune,” 

He made the ſame overtures to Alphonſo, 
which being agreed to, we determined to 
join company and to proceed together. 
After emptying a flaggon of wine, and 
loading A/phon/o's horſe with a havre-ſack, 
we began our march, and travelled all 
night in order to gain a thick wood 
between Yallarde/a' and Almodabar, where 
we were to take our repoſe and ſpend the 
remainder of the day in ſecurity. At 
length we reached the wood, penetrated 
the thickeſt part of it, and ſtopped in a 
ſmall glade ſurrounded by ſpreading oaks. 
Here we unloaded the horſe, turned him 
looſe to feed, and, emptying the wallet, 
began to refreſh ourſelves, and we did 
not forget to embrace the bottle; which, 
— the wine was good, ſoon lulled us all to 

We 
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CHAP. XXII. 


A firange Adventure that happened when they” 
defogned to quit the Wood. | 


FTER we awoke, we determined to 

take the road to Reguena ; therefore 
loading the horſe with the remainder of 
our provender, the approach of night ren- 
dered our travelling ſecure. We puſhed 
on to get out of the wood ; but we had 
not gone far, before we diſcovered a 
light among the trees. Ambroſe went for- 
ward to reconnoitre, and on his return 
informed us, that he had perceived four. 


men fitting on the graſs, round a candle 


ſtuck in a lump of clay; and at a ſmall 
diſtance a lady and a gentleman tied to a 
tree, with a chaiſe and four mules near at 
hand By their diſcourſe, which . he 
overheard, he immediately gueſſed them 
to be robbers; and diſcovered hkewiſe 
ghac they were diſputing, who ſhould 


poſi 
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poſſeſs the young lady who had fallen into 
; nds. 
wh this 4H/phon/o ſaid, ** Gentlemen, 
. * that lady and cavalier are perhaps per- 
„ ſons of quality, and ſhall we ſuffer 
« them to fall victims to, a parcel of 
« thieves! let us attack the villains, and 
2 them all to death.“ This was im- 
iately agreed upon, and as Ambro/e had 
reported that their arms laid in a heap at 
about twenty yards from them, the deſign 
was eaſy to be accompliſhed, We there- 
fore approached as gently as poſſible; they 
were talking very loud and warmly, 
which helped us to ſurpriſe them; ſeizing 
their arms therefore, we gave them a vol- 
ley, which ſtretched them all dead on the 
ground. N 
We then immediately untied the lady 
and the gentleman, who could not ſo 
much as thank us, as they knew not 
whether our intentions were a bit more 
honourable than thoſe of the banditti. 
But we made our proteſtations of friend- 
ſhip, and promiſed to conduct them to an 
M 2 inn, 
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inn, which Aunbreſe ſaid was not more than 
half a league diſtant. We then placed 
them in the chaiſe ; and after our ancho- 
rets had examined the pockets of the thĩie ves, 


"and fecured their horſes, we Ay 


out of the wood. 

The people of the inn were all aſleep, 
but-knocking loudly at the door, the hoſt 
and hoſteſs got up, and ſeeing an equi» 
Page, tue whole | houſe was lighted in a 
minute. Don Alphonſo helped them out 
of the chaiſe, and umered them into the 
chamber which our hoſt had appointed. 
Many compliments paſſed; but how were 
we amazed when we underſtood that it 


was no other than the Count 4% Polus 


Himſelf, and his fair daughter Seraphina, 
whom we had delivered, 

The Count informed us in what man- 
ner the robbers had attacked him, and of 
their having killed his poſtillion, page, 
and valet; and concluded with faying, 
that he had ſo deep a ſenſe of the ohli- 


gation he laid under, that if we would 


call 
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call upon him at Toledo, we ſhould have 
ample proofs of his gratitude. 

The young lady alſo was no leſs thank - 
ful for her deliverance : Raphael and I gave 
Don Alphonſo an opportunity of talking a 
moment in private with the young widow, 
by amidfing the old Count. Fair Sa- 
« phina, (aid Don Apen in a whiſper, 
J will no longer complain of the fate 
s that baniſhes me from fociety, ſince I 
«« haye had an opportunity of doing you 
« this ſervice,” Ho.-·ñ ! (anſwered ie, 
ce ſighing) is it you who have ſaved my 


* life and honour ? Ts it to you alfo that 


„ my father is ſo much indebted? ah! 


«© Don Alphonſo, why did you kill my bro- 


« ther !”—She ſaid no more; 'but theſe 
words were uttered in ſuch a tone of voice, 
that it was eaſy to perceive, that if Don 
Alphonſo, was enamoured of Seraphina, 
ſic had no leſs a tendre for him. 
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CHAP, XXIV. 


GH Blas 4 Alpbonlo lueve their Conn. 
 pamons, 


"A FTER parting with the Count and 


his fair daughter in the morning, 
who had made many compliments of 
their obligations to us, and warmly 
preſſed us to call upon him at Toledo, we 
made the beſt of our way to Tur is. Dur- 


ing the heat of the day we halted in a plea- 


ſant little ſpot, ſurrounded by willows, 
but having unluckily forgot to repleniſh 


our bottle and havre-ſack at the inn, we 


found it was impoſſible to make a meal 
without .an addition. Don Raphael and 
Lamela therefore ſet off for the next vil- 
lage, in order to procure ſome proviſions, 
leaving Don Alphonſo and me to take our 
reſt, and to guard the money which we had 

taken from the robbers. 
When they were fairly out of fight, 
Don Alphonſo hinted to me, that he could 
| not 
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not help upbraiding himſelf with keeping 


ſuch bad company as Lamela and Don 
Raphael, and that he hoped I ſhould not 
diſapprove. of his reſolution of quitting 
them for ever. I frankly told him, that 
ſo far from diſapproving of his intentions, 
I had made the ſame reſolution within 
myſelf, and would accompany him imme- 
diately, and with this declaration he was 

highly delighted. 35 
In the evening Ambroſe and Don Raphael 
returned from the village; they informed 
us that their journey had been proſperous, 
and that they had laid the foundation of 
a fine ſtratagem. This they were going to 
unfold to us, when Alphon/o declared his 
determination to leave them ; and let them 
know that I had the ſame intention, They 
uſed all their endeavours to diſſuade vs, but 
all in vain ; for we took leave of them the 
next morning, after dividing the money 
equally, and proceeded towards Falencia. 
We made good ſpeed as far d Bunol. 
But here poor Alphonso fell ill of a fever, 
N | and 
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and the conſequence might have been fatal 
to him, had there-been a'pbyfician'in the, 
place ; but luckily there 'was none, and 
he was out of danger in about three days, 
He ſhewed himſelf very ſenſible 6f the care 
T had taken of him, and ſwore an eternal 
friendſhip. | | 

We continued our journey, and deter- 
mined, as ſoon we arrived at Valencia, 
to take the firft opportunity of a paſſage 
into Italy, and to acquire a commiſſion in 
the Italian ſervice. But riding through 
a village, we obſerved a number of pea- 
ſants dancing and making merry before 
the gate of a fine caſtle ; we approached 
them; but how was Don Alphonſo ſur. 
prized when he perceived the Baron de 
Steinbach, who ran to him, (embraced him 
in great tranſport, and ſaid, What! my 
*« Alphonſo, is it you! while I have ſought 
* you all, over the kingdom, chance, un- 
* aſked, preſents you to my view,” | 

Algen alighted, embraced the Baron, 


and their joy ſeemed immoderate. Well, 


my 
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ce my ſon, (ſaid the good old man) you 
* will ſoon know who you are, and en- 
joy the maſt perfect happineſs : follow 
© me.” A. ſervant having taken our 
horſes, we. all went into the caſtle. The 
firſt. perſon. we met was Don Ce/ar de 
Leyva, the maſter of the caſtle, ** Signi- 
or, (ſaid the Baron) behold. your ſon.”* 
At theſe words they embraced each other 
very tenderly, the old man weeping for 
joy; „My ſon (ſaid he) at length you 
ſee and know your father, and if I 
„ haye let you remain ſo long ignorant 
10 of your birth, it was a violence done 
<« to myſelf; I have often ſighed in ſilent 
* ſorrow, but I bad no alternative. 1 
«© married your mother contrary to the 
*« inclinations of a ſharp father, and was 
** obliged to keep a marriage ſecret which 

« was contracted without his conſent, 
The good Baron alone was in the ſe« 
ret, and it was in concert with me 

© that he brought you up. But this is 
not all, (added he) 1 will now make 


vou happy in a young lady whoſe no- 
«+ bllity 


am your ſon, without learning at the 


and Don Ferdinand, his ſon in law, who 
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6 bility equals mine.” —“ Ah! Signiof 
% (aid Alphonſo) cannot I know that I 


t ſame time that I muſt be made unhappy ; 
© ah! Sir! be not more cruel than your 
« own father, who, though he did not ap- 
« prove of your paſſion, was not ſo ſevere 
5 as to force you to marry,” “ I will not 
« tyrannize over your affections (replied 
« Don Cz/ar) only ſee the lady whom I 
« deſtine for your bed, that is all the obe- 
«« dience I exact; if you are not then 
„charmed with her, I promiſe not to con- 
**ftrain you to make her your wife; follow 
me, and you will quickly own that there 
«6 never was a more amiable object.“ 89 
ſaying, he conducted Don Alphonſo into 
an apartment, whither [ attended them, 
with the Baron de Steinbach. 
Here we found the Count de Polan, with 
his two daughters Seraphina and Julia, 


was nephew to Don Cz/ar. Don Ferdi. 
nanud, as I have befate obſerved, had — 


- 
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ried off Julia ; and it was on account of 
their marriage that the peaſants were re- 
joicing. As ſoon as Don Alphonſo ap- 
peared, the Count de Polan ran to em- 
brace him, ſaying, * Welcome, my de- 
« liverer ! now, Don Alphonſo, obſerve the 
« power that virtue has on generous minds: 
« If you have killed my ſon, you have 
&© alſo ſaved my life. I ſacrifice my reſent-_ 
«© ment to you, and give you that Sera- 
% phina whoſe honour you have preſerved. 
* In this manner I acquit myſelf of my 
obligation. | 
Don Alphonſo did not fail to teſtify to 
the Count de Polan, how much he was af- 
fected with his generoſity ; and I queſtion 
whether he felt more joy in diſcovering 
his birth, or in learning that he was to 
be the huſband of his beloved Seraphina. 
Be this as it may, the marriage was cele- 
brated a few days after, to the entire ſa- 
tisfaction of all the parties. 
The Count likewiſe knew me again, 
and remembered that I had been one of 
his deliverers; he aſſured me, that he 
would 


144 Tur ADVENTURES 


wayld take upon himſelf the care of my 
forfune, but I thanked him for bis gene- 
roſity, and aſſured him that I could not 
leave Don Alpbonſe, who made me his 
chief ſteward, and honoured me with his 


. 


CHAP. XXV. 


Gil Blase Amour with Dame Sephora, 


O ON after the Count de Polan, Don 
Ferdinand, and Fulia had returned 
to Toledo, I perceived that my new maſter 
was more captivated than ever with Se- 
raphina, that ſhe was enchanted by him, 
and that Don Ce/ar was charmed in the 
poſſeſſion of them both; I gained the 
friendſhip of that tender father, became 
Keward of the family, received the rents, 
diſburſed the expences of houſekeeping, 
and had an abſolute power over all the 
ſervants. Yet did I not abuſe my power, 


I did not diſcharge thoſe domeſtics who. 
diſpleaſed 
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diſpleaſed me, nor expected that the reſt 
ſhould be entirely devoted to my will: If 
they addreſſed themſelves to Don Cæſar 
or his ſon, when they wanted a favour, I 
joined their intereſt, and ſpoke in their 
behalf; for I had nothing but the peace 


of the family and my maſter's intereſt in | 


view ; in ſhort I was ſuch a ſteward as is 
not every day to be met with, Yet in 
this happy ſituation the God of Love 
thought proper that I ſhould do him ſome 
favours, and he produced in the heart of 
Dame Lorenca Sephora, firſt waiting wo- 
man to Seraphina, a violent inclination 
for maſter Steward; tho' turned of fifty, 
ſhe uſed her eyes to wonderful advantage; 
ſhe practiſed upon me a long time by ber 


glances, which I ſeemed not to perceive; 


therefore thinking me more of a novice 
than I really was, ſhe declared her ſenti- 
ments in form, that I might not be igno- 
rant of them for the. future. 1 ſhewed 
myſelf ſenſible of her affection; and play- 
ed the part of a lover fo. well, that ſhe 
even reproved me for being tog preſſing. 

When 
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When we parted, Sephora ſeemed perſug - 
ded that I looked upon her as a veſtal, 
and F was overjoyed with the ſweet hops 
of ſoon bringing the adventure to a con» 
cluſion. 

Thus were my affairs circumſtanced, 
when a lacquey of Don Ce/ar's told me a 
piece of news, which was nothing leſs 
than that Dame Sephora admitted the 


ſurgeon of the village every evening into 


her apartment, and that he frequently 
ſtayed there a confiderable time. 

I believe this report gave me as much 
pain as if I had been actually in love; 


h ſometimes determining to deſpite and 
abandon Sephora, and ſometimes reflecting 


that I was bound in honour to baniſh the 
furgeon from the houſe, this laſt reſolu- 
rion prevailed 3 J laid in ambuſh in the 
evening, and ſaw my 83 enter 
the Duenna's apartment; I poſted myſelf 
in a proper ſituation, and waited for his 
return. As ſoon as he drew near ] un- 
ſheathed my ſword, He cried out in ſur- 
prize, What is the matter, Mr, Gil Blas! 

© what 
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«© what is the matter 1”—* Sir, (quoth 
„J) you ſhall not. poſſeſs the favour you | 
« receive from the lady at the caſtle any 

4% longer.“ By St. Come, {laid the ſur- 
« geon, laughing) here is a fine jeſt, in- 
«« deed; but appearances are very de- 
„ teitful ; however, friend, I will quick- 
« If eaſe 1 your jealouſy; know then that 
% Dame Sephora admits me by ſtealth into 
te her apartment, in order to conceal her 
«« diſtemper from the family! the whole 


„ ſecret is, that ſhe Has a cancer in her 


c back, which 1 go to dreſs every even- 

« ing; and having told you this, you 
« may henteforth keep your heart at 
« enſe,” “ Enough (quoth I) you are 
« no longet my enemy z let us embrace. 
From this time the very thought of 
S-þhora became diſguſting, I avoided every 
opportunity of ſpeaking to her, and ſhe 
perceived my ſhyneſs. Afſtoniſhed-at ſuch 
a change; ſhe faid to me one day, Pray, 
&« Mr. Steavard, wliat is the reaſon that 
% you begin to avoid the fight of me? 
t recpſle&t, if you pleaſe, the private 
N 2 « conver- 


7 
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. © converſation we had together; you was 
re then all fire, but now you are cold as 
« ice; what do you' mean by it pray? 
„ however I am juſtly puniſhed in diſ- 
« covering thoſe ſentiments to a little 
<< low adventurer, which noble cavaliers 
« would have gloried in exciting.” Had 
ſhe ſtopped here, all would have been 
well. But, however ſweet and modeſt 
ſhe might appear when in a good humour, 
in her anger ſhe was a perfect fury. She 
Honoured me with a thouſand epithets, 
every one more bitter than another. I 
Was too paſſionate to bear her reproaches. 
«« Madam, (ſaid I) we ought; not to de- 
<< ſpiſe any body; but if thoſe noble ca- 
4 valiers you ſpeak of had ſeen your 
* back, I am ſure their curioſity would 
© have proceeded no farther,” Theſe 
words were no ſooner out of my mouth, 
than the furious Duenna gave me ſuch a 
box on the ear as almoſt knocked me 
down; but I avoided a repetition of ſuch 
civilities by a ſpeedy retreat. 


I thought 
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I thought the affair would have ended 


here; but one morning, about a fortnight 
after, being alone with Don A/phon/o, and 
obſerving him penſive and ſad, I begged 
in a reſpectful manner to know the cauſe, 
«© ] am ſorry (ſaid, he) to find Seraphina 


66 
G0 
6. 
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weak, ungrateful, and unjuſt. Vou 
ſeem aſtoniſhed at what I ſay, but no- 
thing is more true. I know not from 
what cauſe, but you are certainly be- 
come ſo odious to Dame Sephora, that, 
unleſs you leaye the caſtle with the 
utmoſt ſpeed, her death, ſhe ſays, will 
be inevitable. Serapbina, it is true, at 


firſt revolted againſt a hate which ſhe 


could not gratify without injuſtice: 
but ſhe is in hort a woman. She has 


* Aa tender. affection for Sephera, who: 


nurſed her from her childhood, and 
whoſe death the would reproach. her- 
ſelf with, Where ſhe not weak enough 
to ſatisfy this her defire. However, 


(continued Alphon/o) notwithſtanding 
the love that attaches me to Seraphina, 
I ſhall noun have the baſe complaiſance 
| N 3 to 
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«© to liſten to her ſentiments on this ſub- 
« jet; Peri all the Duennas in Spain 
« before L conſent to it.“ | 

I anſwered AphonJo by ſaying, that 1 
was born to be the ſport of fortune, and 
that however agreeable my prefent fitua- 
tion might be, 1 would readily give it up, 
for the ſake of 'reſtoring peace in the fa- 


ily. | 
| 2 Not ſd, G7 Blas, (quoth Ap bone) 
e rave me to malte Scraphν,]iear feaſon; 
it mall newer be (4d that I facrifiſed 
% my friend to the eaprice of à Duenna.“ 
However, for the fake of eltabliſhing 
the peice of the caſtle I reſolved to re- 
treat; and this reſolution I executed the 
very next morning before day, without 
bidding adieu to my two mäſters, leſt 
through friendſhip for me they ſhould 
oppoſe my departure. 1 contented my- 
ſelk with leaving in my chamber an exact 
account of my adminiſttation. 5 


* 
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Gil Blas quite the Cafile A. aud pre« 
cerut to Grenada. 


mounted upon a goed horſe of m) 

own, with two hundred piſtoles in my 
pocket, and purſued my journey towards 
Grenada, at Which place T'#rfived without 
any thing remarkable befalliag me. 

I tobk a cofiverfient lodging; and ane 
morning, as I was wilking abbut the 
town, who ſhould 1 meet but Signier 
Don Fernand de Leyun, who wis, as well as 
Don Alphonso, ſon! in- law to the Count de 
Polan; we were equally ſufprized at meets 
ing each other; but after 1 had informet 
him of the cauſe of leaving the caſtle of 
Leyva, he told me that he would rake 
care of thy fortune. l 

He was as good as his word ; for the 
very next time I ſaw him he informed me 
that the archbiſhop of Grenada, his kinſ- 
man, wanted a young man of letters to 

make 


. 
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make fair copies of all his writings, which 
were numerous, for he was for ever ſtu - 
dying and compoſing homilies, of which 
he was prodigious van. Go, there- 
* fore ({aid Pon Fernand) preſent your- 
*« ſelf to him in my name, and you will 
be convinced, from the reception you 
**. will meet, that ] have siven you 2 good 
character. 

I therefore went directly to the Arch. 
biſhop's.palace, and found in the ball a 
croud of eccleſiaſticks and domeſticks. 
1 addreſſed myſelf to one of them, and 
aſked very civilly if I could, not ſpeak 
with his grace. Wait, (ſaid he gravely) 
4% till his grace goes to maſs, and he'll 
« give thee a moment's audience in 
4 paſling.” 

Buy and-by the cloſet door opened, and 
the Archbiſhop appeared; he adyanced 
towards me, and aſked my buſineſs with 
a voice full of ſweetneſs: I told him that 
I was the young man whom Don Fernand 
de Leywa had recommended. « O! you 


are the perſon then, * he) of 
„ whom 
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« whom he ſpoke ſo handſomely; ; and { 


6 retain you in my ſervice. 

Here indeed I might have lived happy 
enough, if. J had poſſeſſed a larger portion 
of hypocriſy. One day, after preſenting 
him with a fair copy gf one of his ho- 
milies, he aſked my opi inion of the ſtile 
and compoſition; to which I frankly an- 
ſwered, that I thought it by no means 
equal to ſome other of his performances. 

The Archbiſhop grew pale at theſe 

words ; ©* So then, (quoth be) this piece 
«« is not to your taſte? I don't ſay 
& fo, Sir, (ſaid 1) I think it excellent, al- 
« though inferior to your, other works.” 
« Say-no.more, child, (cry'd he) you are 
<< yet too raw to make proper diſtinctions. 
„Know, that I never compoſed a better 
% homily in my life. Henceforth I will 


„make a better choice of a confidant, 
© and keep one of ſyperior abilities than 
Go, (added he, puſhing me by 
the ſhoulders out of the -clofet) go tell 
„ my treaſurer to give you an hundred 
„ ducats, 


„ you. 
c 


Adieu, Mr. Gil Blas, 1 wiſh 
you 
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CHAP. 210 . 

Gil Blas goer to a Play; mts an old A 

guafntanct; and the C e attends 
ing it, 


8 I was retained in the family of "the 
Archbiſhop a few days after my ar- 
rival at Grraalla, and as all theatrical ex- 
bibitions lie under the anathema of the 
church, and ho domeſtic of a dignified 
churchman could with propriety be feet 
at the play houſe, I had not once dared 
to indulge myſelf with a viſit thither, 
However, as I was once more my owl 
maſter, I determined to ſee a play befort 
J left city ; and /acedidingly away I 
poſted, and ſeated my ſelf in the pit. 
Here I found every body laviſh in the 
3 of Donna Etella; who, when the ap- 
ared, was loaded with applauſe. But my 
farprize was inexprefſible, when I _ 
ecte 


h 2 
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leted in her the perſon, of my dear Layras. f 
whom I ſtill believed in the ſervige of 
Arſegia at Madrid. 5 

However, Ne a little the evidence. 
of my eyes, I aſked a gentleman who ſat by 
me, bf her name was. really Eella. 6 Hey ! 
« {aid he) where do you come from 
« What don't you * the celebrated 
&« Eftella 2˙5 | 

It ſoon occurred to my mind, that 
Laura, when ſhe altered her condition, 
prudently altered her name alſo. And 
deſirous of being further informed of her 
ſituation, 1 faid to another gentleman, that 
1 ſuppoſed, ſince Eſtella was an adtreſs of 


ſuch impoytance, ſhe had doubtleſs many- 
gallants änder her command, He an- 
(wered, that the Marquis de Merialva was 


at conſiderable expence on her account. s 
1 determined to pay her a viſit the 
next morning, and therefore, after ſhaviog, 
powdering, and perfuming myſelf, in or- 
der to. ſet off my ſweet perſon, and to 
prevent her having any. cauſe to bluſh at 
ſeeing me Agan, Karate to her lodging 

x about 
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about ten o'clock, having received a di- 
reftion at the houſe where the players 
lodged. She occupied the firſt floor of a 
large houſe, into which I was admitted by 

a chamber-maid, whom I told that I 
a to ſpeak with Donna Efeel/a. The 
maid went to inform her miſtreſs, who 


replied with a loud voice, Who is the® 


© young man ? what does he want ? let 
t him come in.“ 

On entering the room I found myſelf a 
little confuſed, for there fat the marquis 
de Marialoa enjoying a morning tete-a- 
tete with his lady. , But as ſoon as this 
truly original aftreſs ſaw me appear, ſhe 
ran to me with open arms, embraced me, 
crying. Ah! my dear brother! is it 
« „ou!“ — Then turning to her gallant, 
* My lord, (ſaid ſhe) pardon the force 
„ of nature, altho* in your preſence, for 
« after an abſence of three years, I can- 
« not behold a brother, whom 1 tenderly 
©« love, without giving ſome marks of 
% my affeftion,—Well, my dear Gil Blas, 
6 continued ſhe, addrefling me again) 
| 66 tell 
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2 « tell me ſome news of my family; did 
8 & you leave all our relations well?“ 
a This queſtion embarraſſed me a little; 
y however, 1 ſoon diſcovered Laura's inten- 
[ tions, and ſeconded. his artifice, by ſay- 
e ing, that our parents and friends were all 
0 in good health. After chatting for an 
le. hour or two, as if we had been really bro- 
et ther and ſiſter, I made a motion to with- 

draw, in order to go and dine at my eating 
a houſe ; but Laura ſtopped me, by ſaying, | 
is « What do you mean, brother ! ,you ſhall $ 
Vi & dine with me; and I won't ſuffer you | 
52 & to live any longer in a hired room; 
F “ for I intend you ſhall both eat and lodge 
e, « in my houſe. Order your baggage to 
it be, brought hither this evening; I have 
t, © a bed to ſpare. | 
5 No, Eſtella, (quoth the Marquis) you | 
or „% have no convenience for your brother 
n. din theſe lodgings; he ſeems to be a | 
ly «« pretty young fellow, and I will take | 
of „% him into my ſervice ; I will allow him 
* « a falary of 400 cate, and if I have - 
n) « cauſe to be ſatisfied with his behaviour, 
ell = R « I will 
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« I will make a man of him as long ke 
c« lives. 


I thanked the Marquis for his generous 


offer, and Laura joined in my acknow- 
ledgements; after which the Marquis 


withdrew. Laura then led me into a 


cloſet, where, being by ourſelves, ſhe 
threw herſelf into an eafy chair, and 


laughed moſt immoderately. It was im 


poſſible for me not to follow her example; 
and when could laugh no Jonger, 
© Confels, Gil Blas, (quoth ſhe) that we 
« have ated a pleaſant farce ; but I did 
«© not foreſee fuch a concluſion : | only 
«intended to provide a table and lodg- 
« ings for you, but I am overjoyed that 
«© fo good a poſt has occurred to thee by 
« accident. The Marquis de Murialwa 
« is generous, and will even exceed his 
«-promiſe.*” She then conducted me into 
a very handſome dining-room, where we 
ſar down to table, and as a waiting- 
woman and lacquey were preſent, be- 
haved to one another like brother and 
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| Aﬀer dinner we withdrew again into 
the cloſe, and amuſed ourſelves with re- 


counting each others adventures, when 


an old actreſs called upon Laure with an 
intent to talks, her up in her way to the 
play- houſe. My filter did not "Fail -« 
preſent her brother fo this ny 
figure ; upon which a great many compli- 
ments paſſed on both ſides. 

I promiſed to rejoin them at the theatre; 
and went to my lodging, ſatisfied my 
landlady, and hired a man to carry niy 
portmanteau to the Marquis de Marialva's, 

I was met at the door by the Reward, 
who, on being told that I was the brother 
of Dame E/el/a, ſaid I was welcome ; that 
the Marquis had ordered him to receive 
me handſomely ; that an apartment was 
2 for me, to Which, if I pleaſed, 

would ſhew the way. After depoſit- 
ing my portmanteau in this room, and 
talking a little with the ſteward, I went to 
the play-bouſe in queſt of Laura, agree- 


ably engroſſed with the preſage I had en 


ceived of my new place. | 
0 2 . 
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As ſoon as it was known that I was 
EHella's brother, I was immediately ad- 
mitted, All the ſervants and door- 
keepers made me profound bows ; and 
even the actors and actreſſes to whom Laura 
preſented me, overwhelmed me with ene. 
braces. 

When the performance began, foals 
gentlemen - who were behind the ſcenes 


ran to their places; while I continued to 


converſe with thoſe of the actors who 
were not on the ſtage, among whom there 
was one called Melchior: The name ſtruck 
me, and I imagined that J had ſomewhere 
ſeen the perſon who bore it. At length 
I recollected that it was the poor ſtroller, 
who, as has been before obſerved, ſoaked 
cruſts of bread in a ſpring, between Valla- 
dolid and Segovia, . 

After the play was over, conducted 
Laura to her lodgings, who preſſed meg to 
ſup with her. But, as I imagined the 
Marquis would rather chuſe to be alone 
with her, I declined the invitation; and 
as the Marquis kept no table, the ſervants 


being 
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being all upon board wages, I went and 
ſupped at my old eating-houſe. 

From hence, after regaling myſelf till 
twelve, [ returned home, and found the 
Marquis's valets de chambre playing at 
cards, and exfefting our maſter's return 
from my dear ſuppoſed ſiſter's. About 
two in the morning he arrived, not a 
little ſurprized to find me up; he faid 
to me, in a pleafing voice, What! Gil 
Blas, not yet a-bed “-I anſwered, that I 
was willing to know what orders he had for 
me.—** Oh, (ſaid he) to-morrow morning 
% ſhall give you 2 commiſſion ; and it 
4c will be Tos. enough then to tell you the 
« particulars: But henceforth remember, 
% that your attendance is unneceſſary in 
© the evening ; I have occaſion for nobo- 


% dy but my valets de chambre.“ 


This hint was not diſagreeable to me; 
J went to bed. The next morning I got 


up about eight o'clock, in order to re- 


ceive my patron's orders; and. on the 
ſtair caſe I met the Marquis in his night- 
T and morning-gown. Gi Blas (ſaid 

\ | O 3 « he) 
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e he) laſt night when I left your ſiſter, I 
« promiſed to be. with her this morning, 
c but an affair of conſequence prevents 
« me. Go, and affure her from me that 
« I am much mortified at the diſappoint- 
« ment, and tell ber, that I will certainly 
« ſup with her in the evening. This is | 
« not all, (added he, putting into my 
« hand a purſe, and a little ſhagreen box) 
« carry this my picture, ſet in diamonds, 
« to her, and keep this purſe of 30 piſtoles 
. « to thyſelf, as a mark of the 

. &« ] have already conceived for thee.” 

0 Tranſported ] flew. to the lodgings of 


N Terra, whom I unexpectedly found at her 
Y toilet. Amiable EFella, (quoth I, as I 
| « entered) I come to inform you that the 


hs Marquis cannot have the honour of ſee= 
« ing you this morning, as he propoſed, . 
* but he will certainly ſup with you at 
te night: He ſends. you his picture ſet in 
e diamonds, which I hope will conſole you 
&« for his abſence.” 

When J gave her the box, her eyes 
ſparkled with Joy far more than the dia- 
monds, 
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monds. After viewing the preſent, ſhe 
ſaid, „Very well ; theſe are copies which 
«© we women of the ſtage value more than 
<« the originals.” 
| When I told her that the generous 
ais had gratified me with a purfe of 
50 piſtoles, the ſaid, I give thee joy of 
«« thy good fortune; this nobleman be- 
«« oins where others rarely end.“ — Ts 
« you, my dear creature, (quoth 1) 1 owe 
« this preſent; it was beſtowed upon me 
c ſolely on account of my being your 
© brother,” “ I with (laid fe). that he 
4% would/give you as much every day s fer 
* I cannot expreſs how dear thou art to 
* me. Ina word, my dear Oil Blat, thon 
* ſhalt be my hufband 3 but we muſt firſt 
« enrich ourſelves, I only want to have 
* two or three more r to make these 
© eaſy. for liſe.“ . 
1 thanked my jewel for ber good inten- 
tions towards me; and then retired, to 
give an account to the Marquis of the 


en 414 060 nn =m elner = wy = 


p manner in which his preſent was re- 


72 ceived; But when 1 reached home, I was 
told 
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rold that he was gone out; and as it waz 
about noon, [ went to my eating-houſe, 
when meeting with two agreeable gentle- 
men, I dined, and ſat at table with them 
till it was time to go to the play. 
As I entered the green-room, Melchior 
Zapata came up to me, and led me into a 
private place, and addreſſed me in this 
manner: Signior cavalier, excuſe me if 
J give you an important piece of in- 
« telligence. You muſt know that = 
% Marquis de Marialva had, at firſt, 
* paſſion for Narcifſa, my wife; when the 
« artful Fella found means to allure him 
* by her own charms, My ſpouſe has 
this affair at heart, is determined to be 
« revenged, and has now a fair occa- 
* ſion. Yeſterday, when all our compa- 
* ny crouded to ſee you, you was ob- 
* ſerved by the under candle-ſnuffer, 
* who told Narci//a, that you was not in 
— Eftella's brother; for that he 
** knew you at Madrid, when you was 
©< valet ta 4r/enia, at the ſametime that 
*© E/«/a, under the name of Laura, ferved 
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that actteſs as a waiting-woman. My 
*« wite will impart this to the Marquis 
** this evening; ſo take your meaſures 
« accordingly ;. if you really are not 
% Efelia's brother, I adviſe you, on ac - 
t count of our old acquaintance, to pro- 
« vide for your ſafety. Narcifa, who 
c demands but one victim, allows me to 


« give you this notice, that you may 


prevent any evil conſequences, by an im- 
„ mediate flight.” 

I thanked Zapata for his information, 
who might eaſily perceive by my terror, 
that I was not in reality the brother of 


Estella; and aſter a little conſideration, I 


determined to take myſelf off with a 
French leave. I went home, packed up 
my baggage, and got a porter to convey 
my portmanteau to the houſe of a carrier, 
who was to ſet out for Toledo the next 

morning at three o'clock. 
Notwithſtanding my mind was in great 
itation, and I felt à great deal for poor 
25 ella, whole ſituation Was now ſo critical 
with 


— 
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with the Marquis, yet in proportion "as 
we moved from Grenada, my tranquility 
was reſtored, I laughed at ſome droll ſto. 
ries which the carrier recounted ; infenfibly 
loſt all my fears ; and enjoyed a ſound fleep 
at Ubeda, where ve lay the firſt ni 
and on the fourth arrived at Toleds. 

And now my firft care was to aſk a di- 
rection to the Count de Polan's houſe, hi- 
ther I went, well perſuaded that he would 
give me Aa genteel reception. Unluckily; 
however, there was nobody but the houſe- 
keeper at home, who informed me, that 
the Count had ſet out the day before for 
the Caſtle of Lea, having received a 


meſſage that Seraphina was dangerouſly 
all 


This information altered my former re- 
ſolutions ; and finding myſelf ſo near Ma- 
drid, I reſolved to go thither. The next 
day I took the advantage of a return-horſe 
for the capital of Spain, and fortune con- 
ducted me thither, in order to make me 


act higher parts than thoſe which I had hi- 


therto performed. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


Gil Blas, on to Court, mtets its 
bs oa F. 


zend Fabricius. 


Acquired a habit of going to court 
every morning; and one day as 1 
walked to and fro the apartments, cutting 
a figure foohkſh h, I obſerved my 
old friend Fabricius, whom I had left 
at Valladolid ; but what aftoniſhed me was, 


that he was in a familiar chit chat with 


the Duke of Sidon and the Marq uĩs of 
Santa Cruz, When theſe e went 
away, I accoſted Fabricins he knew me 
at firſt fight, and leading me through the 
croud, as ſoon as we were out of the 
apartments, . My dear Gi Blas, (ſaid he) 
] rejoice to ſee thee again. How art 
* thou employed? give me an account 
« of thy life ſince thy retreat from Val- 
lad. , We are not in a proper 
1 place to relate adventures (ſaid J).“ — 
Thou art in the right (quoth he) 0 

« mall 
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% ſhall be more at liberty in my lodgings ; 
«« come I'll ſhew thee the way. 

I agreed, and followed Fabricius, who 
ſtopped before. a very fine houſe where he 
ſaid he lived. There was a grand flair- 
caſe on one hand, which led to very ſu- 
perb apartments, and on the other a ſmall 
flight as dark as narrow, by which we 
aſcended to the lodging he had ſo much 

extolled. It conſiſted of one room only, 
which my friend had wiſely turned into 
four by partitions of thin deal boards, 
The firſt ſerved as an anti-chamber, the 
ſecond he laid in,, he had made a cloſet 
of the third, and a kitchen of the fourth, 

Alfter examining the furniture, Faith, 
« (quoth I) thou muſt certainly have 
« played. thy cards well, thou doubtleſs 
«« enjoyeſt ſome poſt.” —** Not I, indeed, 
« (ſaid he) the buſineſs I follow is above 
« all employments whatever: In ſhort 
« I am turned author, and commenced 
wit; and write equally well both in 
«« yerſe and proſe,” 

; Thou 
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; © Thow a favourite of Apollo“ (quoth 
40 J) I ſhould never have thought of ſuch 
0 4% thing — “ Very likely friend, (ſaid 
e © he) but thanks to the taſte of the times, 
bo « I tell thee again that I am turned au- 
* 4% thor, and find my account in it too.“ 
11 1 did not diſpute the matter with him: 
Ve he brought out a cold collation, with a 
ch couple of bottles of excellent wine, and 
y. we regaled ourſelves merrily, relating at 
large both our adventures ſince the laſt 


time of ſeeing each other. 


CH AP. XXIX. 
Sil Blas contracts a good Acquaintance. 


Did not ſee Fabricius, the fon of the 
celebrated barber Nunnez, for ſome 
time after, which led me to ſuppoſe that 
he was with (ome great patron in the 
country; be this as it may, I recollected 
that I had promiſed Don Melchior to vi- 
ſit his kinſman, Signior Fe/eph Navarro; 
I determined to go to the houſe of Don 
| = EL Balthazar 
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Balthazar de Zuniga, 7 * 57 he 


lived; when 1 came there Mr ehh re- 
ceived. me kindly; Ab Signor 6 Gn Bhai, 


„ (faid he) how rejoiced I am to ſee: you! 


„ My uncle Melebior enjoins me to treat 
«you as if you were my brother; and 
« to employ,” if there ſhould be occaſion, 
my own credit, and that of my'ftiendy 
* in your behalf ; He has praiſed the qua 
4 lities of your head and heart in ſuth 
6 terms, as lead me to offer you my frĩend- 
66 "may and I hope you will not refuſe” me 

* your's,” 

My gratitude for the olds behaviour of 
Fo/eph was inexpreſſible, and like people 
of warmth and fincerity, we contracdted 
an intimacy on the ſpot, I diſcloſed to him 
the ſituation of iny affairs freely; and 
as freely undertook to procure a place f6 
me; enjoining me to come and dine with 
him in the mean time every daß. 

My friend Fo/e b, ſeeing me come in 
one day to dine as uſual, made up to me 
with a gay air, and ſaid, „“ Signior Gi/ 
* Blas, | have a pretty good place in 

« view 


« view tr you. Don abe Monteſer 
© firſt ſteward to the Duke de Lerma has 
lately diſcharged one of the under- 
& ſtewards; I bave been to ſollicit the 
« place for you; and Don Monte/er, whoſe 
« friendſhip I may boaft, has granted my 
« requeſt, We will wait upon him this 
66 afternoon. 1 

We went thither immediately, and were 
graciouſly received ;. I was enſtalled in the 
employment of the ſteward, who had been 
lately diſmiſſed 3 my office was to viſit 
the farms, keep them in repair, and re- 
ceive the rents. I gave up my aceounts 
monthly to Don Moxte/er, who examined 
them very minutely : this I was very glad 
ex being determined never to violate my 

egrity. 

Having notice one day that a fire had 
happened in the Caſtle of Lerma, I was 
diſpatched thither to take an account of 
the damage, I compoſed an. ample re- 
lation of it, which Monteſer ſhewed to the 
Duke de Lerma. This miniſter, not with- 


ſtanding his great loſs, was ſtruck with 
P 2 the 
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the ſtyle, and could not help aſking who 
was the author. Don Diego told him that 
it was me; and ſpoke ſo much in my be- 
half, that his excellency did not forget 
me. 

At this time lived in the ſtreet of the 
Infantas an old lady called Jne/illa de Can 
tarilla, whoſe birth was not certainly known 
de that as it will, ſhe had the art of charm- 
ing the male/ſex, altho* ſhe was above oy 
venty five years of age. 

Valeris de Luna, one of the Duke de 
Ltrma's ſecretaries, about twenty-five years 
of age, fell in love with this lady. He 
declared himſelf in the moſt paſſionate 
terms, The lady wiſhed: to moderate his 
flame ; and for that purpoſe took him 
one day into her cloſet, and pointing to 
her watch, ſaid, ** At this hour, and on 
& this day five and twenty years ago, you 
© came into the world, I am ſeventy-five ;. 
© and to put an end to your ſallicitations, 
„J am your mother.“ 

The young fellow i imagining that Inefilla 
only ſpoke this to get rid of his intre aties, 

ge 
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remained in profound filence. He ſeemed 
to be endeavouring to vanquiſh himſelf, 


ho 


e- 
et although he was meditating another de- 

| ſign, Being unable to conſole himſelf for 
he the inſurmountable obſtacle: that oppoſed 
#2 his wiſhes ; he baſely yielded to deſpair : : 
n; he drew his ſword, and plunged | it in his 
1. own boſom. 


The unhappy Don Vakevis did not die 
immediately; he lived to repent and aſk 
pardon of heaven for having deſtroyed 
himſelf. As his death occaſioned a va- 
cancy in the poſt of ſecretary in the Duke 
de Lerma's department, that miniſter, who 
had not forget my account- of the fire, 
choſe me to fill the place of this young 
ntleman; telling me to remember that 
72 belonged- to the King : and theſe 
words were ſeeds of ambition that every 
inſtant ſprung up in my ſoul, | 
Altho' his Grace only juſt viſited my 
deſk in a morning, and vaniſhed again, 
yet I inſenſibly rendered myſelf ſo agreea- 
ble to his excellency, that he ſaid to me 
one day, « Hark'ye, Gil Blas, I like thy 
P 3 4d 
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0 diſpoſition and underſtanding, and have 
«« A regard for thee accordingly. Thou 
«c art, à zealous, faithful young fellow, in- 
<« gtelligent and diſcreet; ſo. that I don't 
„ think. I ſhall miſplace my confidence, if 
„ beſtow it upon thee.” . 

J threw., myſelf en my knees, and an- 
frered, « Is it poſſible then, that your 

« excellency . can favour me fo greatly ? 
« what ſecret enemies will your goodneſs 
*© raiſe up againſt mel but there js only 
© one man Whoſe hatred I dread, and that 
* 33. Don Rodi d ;Colderona.” 

% There is nothing to fear from him, 
« ſaid the Duke; he is my creature ; he 
© careſſes whom I love, and hates thoſe 
*« who diſpleaſe me.” 

As a mark of the confidence he repoſed 
in me, the Duke then began to tell me of 
a deſign he had projected. He ſaid, that 
notwithſtanding he did, in effect, abſo- 
lutely rule in Spain, yet he was willing 
to ſecure his happy ſituation againſt the 
forms that began to threaten z for which 
reaſon he wiſhed to have his nephew, the 

Count 
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Count de Lemos, for his ſucceſſor in the 


miniſtry. | 
Obſerving my ſurprize at what he ſaid, 
he continued, Vou think it very ſtrange, 
Gil Blas, that I ſhould thus prefer my 
«© nephew to my ſon the Duke d' Leda; 
„but yon muſt know that this laſt has 
© found the ſecret of being agreeable to 
the king, who wants to make him his 
4c favourite, and this I cannot bear, how- 
* ever we may be connected by the ties 
* of blood and friendſhip. now diſ- 
© cloſe the very bottom of my ſoul: I 
%* deſign that the Count de Lemos, who is 
* gentleman of the 'bed-chamber to the 
© Prince of Spain, ſhall infinuate himſelf 
<< into his maſter's good graces. By this 
** ftratagem I ſhall oppoſe my nephew to 
my ſon, and breed a divifion between 
** the two couſins, which will oblige them 
** both to court my ſupport, and will 
make them both ſubmiſſive to my will. 
„Therefore, (added he) thy aſſiſtance is 
** neceſſary; I will always ſend thee to 
the Count de Lemos, and thou ſhalt re- 
f 66 port 
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e port from him whatever he may have 


« occaſion to impart.” 


Aﬀter this confidence, which I regarded 


as ready money, I no longer felt any dif- 
quiet. I am under the ſpout, (quoth I) 
ce a ſhower of gold will certainly rain upon 
„ me ſoon ;” and full of ſuch agrerable 


hope, I ſaw with indifference my poor purle x 


giving up the Sboſt. 


CHAP. XXX. 


* 


Sil Blas 7s overwhelmed with Foy, Honour, 
and Diſtreſs, 


H E miniſter's affeion for me was 

ſoon apparent, and excited the envy 
of many; yet I was welcomed every where, 
and even the haughty Don Redrigo was {a 
complaiſant as to call me nothing but Sig - 
nior de Santillane. 

I uſed to accompany my Lord Duke to 
court, whither he commonly went three 
times a day. In the morning he entered 
his Majeſty's bed-chamber as ſoon as he 


awoks 
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awoke, and in a kneeling poſture diſ- 
courſed of thoſe things that were to be done 
in the day. After dinner he returned 
again, to converſe on entertaining ſubjects. 
Laſt of all, he viſited him the third time 
in the evening, when he gave ſuch an ac- 
count as he thought proper of what had 
been done through the day. While he 
. was with the King, I was in the anti · cham · 
ber, where I ſaw people of quality devo- 

ted to the idol, court my converſation, 

and think ' themſelves” happy if I entered. 

into diſcourſe with them. How, after 

this, could 1 help thinking myſelf a man 

of conſequence ? there are a, great many, 

at court who haye the ſame opinion of 
themſelves, upon a much more lender 
foundation, * FER, 

One day, I had ſtill more food for my 

vanity ; the King was Yery curious to. ſee. 


a ſpecimen of my ſtile; upon which his 
Excellency made me take the regiſters of 
the Catalonian families, and read the firſt 
ſtory, His Majeſty heard it with plea- - 
ſure, and even recommended me to the 
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miniſter's pratection. This fill added 
to the pride of my heart; and a conver- 
tation which I had a few days after with 
the Count de Lemos quite filed my head 
with ambition. I was fent to this noble, 
man from | his uncle, and finding him at 
the Privice's court; preſemed to bim my 
letter of credenee. Te Count, having 
rend the bintet, ſaid, ** Since yon enjoy 
e 'the confilence of the Duke 1 Ler ma, 
7 1 oüßht to make no difficulty of giving 
du mine alſo. Ven wut know then 

7 er matters go on ſwümmingly. I had 
à private converſition this morning with 
Prince, who ſeemed chigrived at 

« ſee ceing Himfetf through the King's ava. 


% Ne, unable to follow the dictates of 
« his generous heart. On this occaſion 
«« T promiſed to bring a thouſand piſtoles | 
« to him at his Tevee to-maerrow, as an 


ter ums Which I have 


th earneft of 7 
furniſh him with in a very 


«« promiled 


iort time. He was tharmed with my 


« Front, and 1 am certain of captivit 


7 X08 ting his favour, MI keep my broth, 
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© Go tell theſe circumſtances to my un- 
cle, and yatury-in the gyaging to inform 
eme of his ſentiments of the matter.” 

The Duke de Lena, on my report, ſent 
to Calderana for a ſand piſtoles, which 
I carried in the evening to the Count, who, 
as ſoon as he had received it, aid,” <* Fare- 
« well, dag illans :; — be faithful 

While + executed theſe noble commiſ< 
fions, and euerꝶ day increaſing in the fa- 
vour of the prime miniſter; with ſuch 
enchanting hopes how happy ſhould I have 
been, if ambition had ſecured me from the 
cravings of hunger! I went no more ta 
my eating-houſe, becauſe I had not where - 
withal to pay my ordinary, and I had 
even fold my cloatlis by piece-meal, ex- 
cept thoſe: for which I had an abſolute oc- 
caſion. How did I ſubſiſt then > wliy every 
morning a little bread and wine was brought 
into our offices for breakfaſt; this was all 
that the mimniſter' allowed; this was all I 
ate through the day; and I N went 
ſupperleſs to bed. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


Gil Blas ee the Duke of his Necefty 3 
A4 ud that Miniſter's Beha viour. 


HE King being at the E/curlal, I did 
not feel where the ſhoe pinched, as 

he payed every one's expences. The Duke 
riſing one morning, as uſual, at break of 
day, made me take ſome papers and a 
ftandiſh' and follow him into the garden. 
We ſeated oyrſelves under a tuft of trees, 
where I put myſelf, by his order, into the 
poſture of a man writing upon the crown 
of his hat, while he held in his hand a pa- 


per, which he pretended to read: ſo that, 


at a diſtance, we ſeemed buſy in 'very ſe- 


rious affairs, tho' all the while we talkes 


of nothing but trifles. 


For the ſpace of an hour I bad diverted 


his Excellency with all the ſallies that my 
good humour could afford, when two 
magpies perching on the trees under which 
we ſat, began to chatter in ſo noiſy 

. a man- 
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manner, that they attracted the Duke's 
attention. Theſe birds (ſaid he) ſeem 
© to ſcold one another; I ſhould be glad 
to know the cauſe of their quarrel.” 
„% —My Lord, (quoth I) your curioſity 
„ puts me in mind of an Iadian fables 
© which I have read ſome where or other.“ 
The miniſter deſired to hear it, and I re- 
counted it in theſe words. 

« A good monarch formerly reigned in 
Perſia, whoſe genius not being the bright- 
eſt, he left the care of his kingdom to 
his Grand Vixir Atalmuc, who had art 
enough to make the royal authority loved 
as well as feared: he had among his 
ſecretaries a young Cachemirian, called 
Zeangir, to whom he diſcloſed his moſt 
ſecret thoughts, One day while they 
hunted together in a wood, the Yizir ſee» 
ing two ravens croaking together on a 
tree, ſaid to his ſecretary, «* I wiſh 1 
© knew what theſe two birds were talk- 
„ing about“. “ Signior (anſwered the 
& ſecretary) your wiſh may be accom» 
„ pliſhed ; a cabaliſtical Perviſe taught 
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me the language of birds: if you pleaſe 
I will: liſten to-theſe, and repeat to you 
« every thing that I ſhall hear, | 
„The Viæir agreed, and the ſecretary 
approaching the ravens, ſeemed to lend an 
attentive ear; after which returning to his 
maſter, ** Signior, (ſaid he) would you 
« believe it? we are the ſubje& of their 
& converſation.” —** Impoſlible, (ſaid the 
© miniſter) what can they ſay of us?” 
* One of them (replied the ſecretary) 
40 ſaid, behold the Grand Viæir Atalmuc 
« in perſon, he who inceſſantly watches 
« for the preſervation of Perſia as a re- 
4 Jaxation from his toils he hunts in this 
© wood, attended by his Faithful Zeangir. 
* How þappy 1s that ſecretary in ſerving 
« 2 maſter who has ſo much affection 
* for him!” © Softly (ſaid the other 
„ raven) don't too much extol his hap- 
„ pineſs; the Vizir, *tis true, converſes 
& familiarly with him, honours him with 
« his confidence, and J do not doubt in- 
* tends to give him a conſiderable pot ; 
* but before that happens, the ſecretary 
« will 
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<< will die of hunger. | The Vizir has ne- 
« yer enquired into his circumſtances 3 
« but, content with entertaining favour- 
e able ſentiments in his behalf, leaves 
* him, in the mean time, a prey to po- 
de verty;® © 

Here I left off ſpeaking, in order to 
obſerve the Duke, who aſked with a ſmile, 
what impreſſion the apologue made on 
the mind of the Vixir, and if he was not 
offended at the preſumption of the ſe- 
cretary, No, my Lord (ſaid- I, in great 
« confuſion) the fable ſays, that on the 
« contrary he loaded him with favours,” 

—* That was lucky, (replied the Duke, 


* with a ſerious air) ſome miniſters would 


*«« not take ſo much freedom, But (ad- 
ie ded he, getting up abruptly) I believe 
*« the King will ſoon be awake, and my 
« duty obliges me to be near him.” 80 
ſaying, he walked haſtily towards the pa- 
lace, without ſpeaking another word, and, 
as I imagined, very ill pleaſed with the 
lndian fable. | ” 
Q 2 re- 
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I retired to our cloſet, where our two 
copying ſecretaries were at work. What 
js the matter, Signior Santillane? (ſaid 
4 they) you ſeem very much diſturbed 
* has any dildgreeable accident happened 
„to yoh. | 
I was greatly affected at the bad ſucceſs 
of my fable, and recounted to them all 
that I had ſaid to the Duke ; when by: 
of them, ſhaking his head, ſkid, that [ 
had indeed great reaſon to be grieved. 
He added, Aint he wiſhed I might be 
better treated than the ſecretary of cardi- 
nal Sping/a, who, tired with having re- 
£eived nothing during fifteen months, 
took the liberty one day of repreſenting 
his neceſſity, and craving ſome money for 
his ſubſiſtance. To whom the cardinal 
replied, that it Was hut juſt that he ſhould 
be paid; and giving him a draft upon the 
treaſury, bade him go and receive the caſh, 
but to remember at the ſame time, that 
there was no farther occaſion for his ſep- 
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This touch of hiſtory redoubled my 
fear ; 31 believed myſelf undone, and be- 
coming inconſolable, began to reproach 
my own impatience. Add to this, that 
the Duke, whom I ſaw again in the after- 
noon, appeared very ſerious, and ſcarce 
ſpoke to me. This made me quite wretch« 
ed for the reſt of the day; and night only 
encreaſed my ſorrows. 

The next day the Duke ordered me 
into his chamber; I entered trembling like 
a criminal. Santillane (ſaid he) take 
* this order.” O the cardinal Spinola's 
conduct immediately occurred to mel 1 
threw myſelf at his feet, My Lord, 
6+ (ſaid I, weeping) I moſt humbly beg that 
« you will pardon my preſumption : it was 
«« neceſſity alone that compelled me to diſ- 
e cloſe my ſituation.” * - - 

The Duke could not help laughing at 
my diſorder, and ſaid, Be comforted, 
Gil Blas, and liſten to what I am going 
to ſay—l am not angry, my friend, at 
the diſcovery of thy neceſſity, I am only 
** ſorry that I have omitted the means of 
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cc preventing it. Take this order for 


4 go ducats, which will be paid at 
« ſight out of the royal treaſury: nay 


« more, I promiſe thee the ſame ſum an- 


« nually; and beſides, when people of 
« wealth and generoſity ſollicit thy inte- 


« reſt, I do not forbid thee to ſpeak on 


et their behalf.” 
In the extacy occaſioned by theſe words, 
I kiſſed the feet of the miniſter, who hav- 


ing commanded me to riſe, continued to 


diſcourſe with me in a familiar manner. 
I was n&ertheleſs. as much confounded 
as a wretch informed of his pardon, in 
the very minute when he expected his 
execution, The Duke aſcribed all this 


agitation to the fear of having incurred 
his diſpleaſure, He alſo confeſſed that he 
had affected a coolneſs towards me, to ſee 


whether I ſhould be afflicted at the change; 
that from this he was convinced of my fin- 


cere attachment to his perſon, for which | 


he valued me ſtill the more, 
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The good Uſe to which Gil Blas put bis ff, 
teen hundred Ducats,and the Advantages 
of his Situation. & 


S ſoon as the Count returngd to Ma- 
A drid, I flew to the royal treaſury, 
and received the money for my order. 
immediately became high · ſpirited and vain; 
I ſent for a famous taylor, who worked 
for none but beaus; he meaſured me, 
and took up five ells of cloth at a neigh» 
bouring ſhop, which he ſaid was barely 
ſufficient; this is ſtrange ! but let us re- 
member that taylors of reputation always 
uſe more than others; I then furniſhed 
myſelf with linen, filk ſtockings, and 4 
hat laced with point d'Eſpagne. I next 
deſired my landlord to look out for a valet 
for me; he did ſo; and the firſt that pre- 
ſented himſelf - was a young fellow of a 
ſoft devout appearance : I don't want a 
valet, friend (quoth' 1) of fo religious a 

| | | geport- 
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deportment; I have already been duped 
under that maſk ; I cannot forget my friend 
Ambroſe de I 

A little after, another valet appeared, 
of a ſprightly appearance, with ſomething 
roguiſh in his looks. Pleaſed with his 
outſide, I put ſome queſtions to him, 
which he anſwered with ſpirit. I ſoon 
perceiyed thav I had made an admirable 
acquiſition, As the Duke had permitted 
me to ſpeak to him in fayour of people 
whom I wanted to ſerve, (and being re- 
Tolved not to neglect this permiſſion) '1 had 
occaſion for a proper perſon to look out, 
and allure thoſe who had favours to beg 
of the prime Miniſter, Scipio, for ſo was 
my valet called, was a maſter in this, for 
he had been bred i in the ſervice of Donna 
Anna de Guevara, nurſe to the Prince of 
Spain, where he had exerciſed that teh 
to ſome purpoſe. 

As ſoon as he underſtood my credit 
and that I ſhould be glad to uſe it to the 
belt advantage, he went to work, and pro- 
bured plenty of game. The firſt perſon 
Reg he 
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he brought to me was one Don Roger de 
Rada, who came to Madrid upon an affair 
of honour, which obliged him to court 
the protection of the Duke de Lerma. 
This gentleman at firſt thought of applying 
to Don Rodrigo de Calderong, (my fellow 
ſervant in iniquity, and whoſe power till 
now had been ſuperior to mine) but he 
was diverted from this by Scipro's inform- 
ing him that Calderona was too exorbitant, 
and that I was on the other hand, very 
moderate, 

Don Roger accordingly came to my 
lodgings, and I received him with poli 
neſs mixed with pride. He recounted 
affair of his duel, which having en . 
= Well, Don Roger uus 1) the caſe 
% ſeems pardonable ; I undertake to com- 
* municate your affair to his Excellency, 
% and will venture to promiſe you his 
% protection.“ Don Roger then aſſured 


me, that whatever ſervice I ſhould do him 


would be amply rewarded. His pardon, 
in ſhort, by my care was expedited, for in 
leſs than ten days I ſent him home con- 

tented, 
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tented, having touched 500 piſtoles for my 
good offices, ICE} af, 290 
This affair quickened my appetite z and 
I gave Scipio ten piſtoles by way of encou- 
ragement. The tiext cuſtomer he brought 
was a printer, who had pirated a book 
which was the property of a brother of 
that trade; For three hundred ducats he 
obtained, through my means, a replevy, 


and eſcaped a large fine, A merchant | 


next paſſed through my hands on the fol- 
lowing occaſion: a Portugueſe ſhip had 
been taken by a Cor/air, and afterwards 
retaken by a privateer of Cadiz ; moſt of 
the loading belonged to a merchant. of 
Liſbon, who having reclaimed it in vaing 


came to court in queſt of a patron; I in- 
tereſted myſelf in his behalf, and for 400 
piſtoles ſettled the buſineſs to his ſatis» . 


faction. a oth 
The third ſupplicant that Scipio intro, 
duced to me was a mountebank ; he waht 
ed a patent to fell his medicines, excluſive 
of all others, during the ſpace of ten 
years, throughout the whole N 
0 


3 SF EY 5 01 _ bw. be BY 


RE >. 2A 4 1 oF 4 


— — 


of G11 BLas. 191 


of Spain, and for this ſervice he offered 
me an acknowledgment of 200 piſtoles. 
And ſure enough in two days I diſpatched 
him with an excluſive right to cheat all his 
Majeſty's faithful ſubjects. 

Theſe favours | had obtained of his 
Excellency with ſo little difficulty; that [ 
did not heſitate to requeſt another; which 


was nothing leſs than the government ot 


the city of Ver a, for a certain Knight who 
promiſed me à thouſand piſtoles. The 
miniſter, at ſuch a requeſt could not for- 
bear laughing; © Hark'ye friend, (quoth 
* he) I ſhall not ſtand upon trifles with 
„ you : but when you demand Gowern- 
© ments, you ſhall, if you pleaſe, be con- 
© tent with one half of the profits, and 
ce be accountable to me for the other.“ 
This diſcourſe baniſhed all fear of my 
becoming importunate, and | became more 
greedy of riches than ever. My gene- 
rous Knight had his government of Vera 
for his thouſand piſtoles; and | ſoon ob- 
tained another for a Knight of St. James. 
1 was not contented with making gover- 
NO:S$ 
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nors only, I conferred orders of knight. 
hood, and converted ſome good plebeians 
into bad gentlemen, * 

Tfocrates has reaſon to call intemperance 
and folly the inſeparable companions of 
wealth. When I found myſelf maſter of 
thirty thouſand ducats, and in a condition 
to gt ten times as much, I thought I muſt 
make a figure worthy of the prime Mi. 
niſter's confident, I hired a whole houſe, 
which I furniſhed handſomely ; bought 
the coach of a notary, who had ſet it up 
thro? oſtentation, and now wanted to get 
rid of it by the advice of his baker. I 
engaged a coachman ; and, as it is but 
juit to advance old ſervants, raiſed Scipio 
to the triple honour of my valet de cham- 


bre, ſecretary, and ſteward, But what 


put the finiſhing ſtroke to my pride was, 
the miniſter's allowing my people to wear 
his livery. This baniſhed all the judgment 
that remained; and 1 almoſt believed 
myſelf to be the Duke of, Lerma's rela- 
tion; I really took it into my head that I 
ſhould paſs for ſuch, or, perhaps, for _ 
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bf his baſtards : and this reflection gave 
me infinite ſatisfaction. 


There was nothing now wanting to | 


gratify my vanity, but to make Fabricius 


an eye witneſs of my pomp. I ſent him 


an anonymous billet, importing, that a 
Sicilian nobleman expected him to ſupper 
at ſuch'a place and hour, He came at the 
time appointed, and was ſurprized to find 
in me the $:ici/ian nobleman. ** Yes, friend 
« quoth I) this is my houſe ; I have a 
* -handſome equipage, a good table, and 
<< a ſtrong-box beſides,” © Is it poſſible, 
** (ſaid he) that I ſee thee again in ſuch 
«© opulence. How happy am I in having 
recommended thee to Count Galliano.“ 
He went on, complimenting himſelf for 
bis recommendation, as if. I had been 
obliged to the Count for my elevation. 

I could not help obſerving a kind of 
awe hang about him, and he complimented 
me at every word with the title of Signior 
and your worſhip: ** O the devil, (cry'd 


1) a truce with your titles of honour ; 


let us baniſh theſe terms, and talk to- 


gether 
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<< gether as we uſed to do ”—** Thou 
«« art in the right (he replied) I will not 
„look upon thee otherwiſe than uſual, * 
« tho' thou art become rich; 1 conſeſs 
& that I was dazzled with thy ſplendor, 
t but that weakneſs is over, and ] noc 
„ behold thee again as my old friend Gil 
« Blas.” 

But this friendſhip did not laſt long; 
for tlie avarice and ambition with which 
I was poſſeſſed, entirely changed my diſ- 
poſition. All my gaiety and freedom of 
converfation vaniſhed, I became abſent 
and thoughtful, and in .a word, a miſera- 
ble animal. Fabricius ſeeing me altoge- 
ther bent on riches and honour, and v 
much detached from him, came ſeldom ta 
my houſe : being with me one day how- 
ever, he could not help ſaying, ** Truly, 
« Gil Blas, thou art grown out of my 
© knowledge; the more wealth thou haſt 
„ got, and the more it appears thou 
© wouldſt amaſs. Beſides, let me tell thee, 
thou no longer treateſt me with that 
w pun * o! the W and freedom of 
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© behaviour, which are the ſoul of friend- 
ſhip; on the contrary, I can perceive 
a conſtraint in all thy civilities towards 
me : In ſhort, Gil Blas 18 no Tonger the 
ſame. G Blas whom I formerly knew.“ 
* You joke ſure, (ſaid I, with an air 
of indi erence) I cannot perceive any 
change in myſelf.” —** Thy own eyes 


are no judges, (anſwered he) believe 


me thy metamorphoſis is but too true. 
Speak fincerely my friend, do thou and 
I live together as formerly? when I 
uſed to knock at thy door in the morn- 
ing, thou cameſt in perſon; to open it, 
very often half aſleep; and I entered 
thy chamber without ceremony, Now 
beho!d the difference! Thou art at- 
tended by half a ſcore lacquies; and I 
am obliged to wait in thy anti-cham- 
ber, and ſend in my name before I can 
ſpeak with thee ; then, how am I re- 
ceived : with a forced politeneſs and 
an air of importance; ſo that my viſits 
ſeem tedious and tireſome. Doſt thou 
think ſuch a reception can be agreeable 

R 2 to 


— 


* 
. 
* 
J 

4 
- 

9 

; 


* 
r 


—— CR — - — 


195 FAA AbvzxrvxzEs 


«© to one who has lived with thee on the 
« footing of a comrade ? No, Santillane, 
40 no, I can't put up with it. Farewell, 
« let us part friends and get rid of one 
« another : thou of one who cenſures thy 
e behaviour, and I of a rich upſtart who 
* has forgot himſelf.” ?“ 

I' felt myſelf more irritated than re- 
claimed by theſe reproaches, and let him 
go without the leaſt effort to detain him. 
The court is like the river of L-the, in 
making us forget our old friends, and 
even our parents, when under misfor- 
tunes. My abrupt breach with Fabricius 
proves the firſt part of this obſervation, 
and the following ſtory will demonſtrate 
the latter, . 

One morning a young man came to my 
houſe, and deſiring to ſpeak with me in 
private, I conducted him into my cloſet, 
where, without offering him a chair, be- 
cauſe he ſeemed to be a plebeian, I aſked 
what he wanted with me? “ How! Sig- 
« nior Gi Blas, (faid he) don't you re- 
member me? anſwered, that he 

| wag 


or Git BTA. 197 


was entirely unknown. © I am (he re- 


6« 


plied) one of your old ſchool-fellows, 


& and fon of Bertrand Muſcada, the grocer 


40 
60 
40 
60 


cc 
T 
60 
6c 
«6 
40 
40 
40 
60 
I: 


ofs Oviedo, your uncle the Canon's 
neighbour. I remember you very well; 
we have played together a thouſand 
times at blind-man's-buff,” 

« ] have (ſaid I) but a confuſed idea 
of the amuſements of my infancy : the 
buſineſs in which I have been engaged 
fince that time, has effaced them from 
my memory.” —<* ] am come, (he re- 
ſumed) to Madrid, to ſettle accounts 
with my father's correſpondent, and [ 
was informed, that you was on a good 
footing at court, and already as rich 
as a jew. This news, on my return, 
will overwhelm your family with joy.” 
could not, in common decency, for- 


bear enquiring after my father, mother, 
and uncle : but this was, performed fo 
coldly, that the grocer took notice of it. 
He was ſhocked at my want of duty and 
affection, and being a plain young fel- 
low, laid bluntly, “ I thought you had 
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« more tenderneſs and ſenſibility for 
« your relations, How coldly do you 
© enquire into their circumſtances ! know, 
« that your father and mother are {till at 
© ſervice z and your uncle, burthened 
« with old age and infirmities, draws 
© near his end. You ought to have ſome | 
© natural affection; and fince you are 

© in a condition to aſſiſt your parents, I 
ec adviſe you, as a friend, to fend 200 
6 piſtoles yearly for their ſupport : by 
« which means you will make their life 
© eaſy and happy, without any incon- 
& venience to yourſelf.” Inſtead oſ being 
moved by the picture which he drew of 
my family, I was diſguſted at the liberty 
he took in adviſiog me. He perceived 
my diſpleaſure, and continuing his ex- 
hortation with more malice than charity, 
made me loſe all patience, ** Oh, this is 
« too much! (cried I, in a paſſion) go 
«© Mr. Muſcada, and meddle with your 
% own concerns.” 80 ſaying, I puſhed 
the grocer out of my cloſet, and ſent him 
back to ſell pepper and cloves at Oviedo. 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


Out of Vanity Gil Blas does @ Piece of Ser- 
vice to Don Alphonſo de Leyva. 


H E government of the city of Va- 

lencia becoming vacant, I reflected 

that this employment would ſuit Don Al- 
pbouſo de Ley ua admirably well; and, not 
ſo much through friendſhip as oftenta- 
tion I reſolyed to obtain it for him. I 
therefore addreſſed myſelf to the Miniſter 
in behalf of Don Alp honſo, to whom I in- 
formed him I had been ſteward. With 
« all my heart, Gil Blas (replied my 
% maſter) I love to ſee thee grateful and 
& generous ; the Leyva's have always 
« been good ſervants to the, King, and 
ve well deſerve that place. Thou mayeſt 
“ diſpoſe of it at thy own pleaſure. 
I now went directly to Calderona, and 
defired him to make out letters patent 
for Don Alphonſo. I found in his apart- 
ments a great number of people attend- 
? ing 
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ing in reſpe&ful filence till he ſhould 
chuſe to-give them audience; and preſſing 
through the croud, I preſented myſelf at 
the door of his cloſet, which was imme- 
diately opened ; as ſoon as he ſaw me, he 
haſtily quitted a gentleman to whom he 
was ſpeaking, and embraced me with de- 
monſtrations of friendſhip, that ſurprized 
me greatly. Ah! my dear colleague, 
© (cried he) what affair procures me the 
« pleaſure of ſeeing you here? is there 
* any thing in which I can ſerve you?“ 


I told him the cauſe of my viſit ; and he 


aſſured me, in the moſt obliging terms, 
that what I wanted ſhould be done by the 
ſame hour next day, He then conducted 
me even to the door of his anti-chamber, 
whither hd never uſed to. go, except with 
Grandees, and there embraced me again. 
What is the meaning of all this civili- 
ty? (ſnd I, to myſelf) what can it fore - 


bode ! ſure Calderona meditates my ruin, 


Perhaps he is deſirous of gaining my 

friendſhip ; or, feeling his favour on the 

decline, he wiſhes to engage my inter- 
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ceſſion with our patron in his behalf, Be 
this as it may, I returned the next day, 
and he loaded me with civilities as 
before. Don Alphonſo's patent was rea- 
dy ; I carried it away, and ſent it by 
expreſs to that young nobleman, with a 
letter from the Duke of Lerma, who in- 
formed him, that the king had named 
him to the government of Valencia. 
Thus had I arrived at a higher pitch 
of honour and riches than IF had any 
right to expect. But as the ſun-ſhine of 
wy proſperity had riſen very precipitate- © 
ly, ſo it declined with equal baſte ; and in 
one unlucky hour I once more beheld my- 
ſelf in the utmoſt jndigence 

I had fooliſhly engaged myſelf in an 
amour with the young Prince of Spain. 
I had ſought out a miſtreſs for him (by 
the perſuations of the Count de Lemos) on 
whom he beſtowed many valuable pre- 
ſents, and ran himſelf to great expence. 
Unhappily for me, however, this amour 
got wind, was whiſpered at court, and 
pen camg to the ears of the King, What 
was 
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was the fate of the Count I knew not; but 
one evening as l was returning hom, fif. 
teen or twenty men armed with ſwords and 
halberts, ſurrounded my coach, and ſtop- 
ping it, cried, In the king's name,” 
They then dragged,me out in a hurry, and 
ſhoved me into a poſt chaiſe, where the 
chief of theſe Cavaliers mounting along 
with me, bade the driver proceed to Sagovia. 
I foon-guefſed that my fellow traveller was 
an honeſt Alguazil, whom I queſtioned 
about the cauſe of my impfiſonment. But 
he anſwered in a brutal manner, that be 
was not obliged to tell me any thing of the 
matter. Having nothing to reply, I re- 
ſolved to hold my tongue. We travelled 
all the night, and arrived the next morn- 
ing at Segovia, where I was locked up in 
the tower. a 
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C HAP. XXXIV. 


The Treatment Gil Blas met with in the 
= * Tower of Segovia. 


Was lodged upon ſtraw in a dungeon 
like a malefactor worthy of death. Here 
J paſſed the night in Ceploring my con- 
dition, and in ruminating upon the cauſe 
ot my impriſonment. Sometimes I thought 
that « had been arreſted without the know- 
ledge of his Zxcellency the Duke of Lerma ; 
and at other times I thought that it might 
be poſſible, for political reaſons, that he 
himſelf was the cauſe of it. ; 
Daylight however appearing through 
a little grate, preſented to my view the 
horror of the place in which I was. While 
I abandoned myſelf to ſorrow, a turn key 
came to my dungeon, with a loaf and a 
pitcher of water. Indeed this allowance 
was ſufficient for a day, conkderigy my 
afhiclion. But when night approached [ 
heard 
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heard a prodigious rattling of keys, which 
attracted my attention. The door of my 
dungeon opened, and a man entered with 
a candle, who approaching me ſaĩd, Sig. 
4 nior Gil Blas, behold one of your old 
« friends, I am Don Azdrea de Tordefilla, 
«© who lived with you at Grenada, and was 
ac gentleman to the Archbiſhop. After I 
< left the prelate, I travelled for this place, 
* where I married the daughter of the 
« keeper of this tower, whom, at his death, 
« I ſucceeded. I have orders, it is true, 
© to keep you from the ſpeech of every li- 
« ving foal, to make you lie upon ſtraw, 
© and live upon bread and water only. 
«© But I have too much humanity, and 
J will ſoften the rigour of your fate, 
Get up and follow me. 
I did not fail to follow my keeper, up 
a narrow ſtair-caſe to a ſmall room at 
the top of the tower. I was ſurprized to 
find two lights burning, and tuo hand- 
| ſome covers on a table. I have ap- 
« pointed this retreat for your lodgings 


(quoth Torde alas) where you will hve 
„% much 
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& much more comfortably than in your 


% dungeon. You will ſee from your win- 
dow the river Erema, and an exten- 


e five and pleaſant landſcape z beſides, 


„ou ſhall be well provided with linen 
© and other neceſſaries, with a good bed, 
* comfortable diet, and as many books as 
* you chuſe to read. 

While I was thar.king my kind goaler 
for all theſe civilities, he interrupted me 
by ſaying, that the King, being informed 
of my having, in concert with the Count 
de Lemos, carried the Prince of Spain to 
the houſe of a ſuſpected lady; he had, to 
puniſh both, exited the Count, and ſent 
me to that caſtle. 

Here our converſation was interrupted 
by the entrance of ſeveral valets, who 
brought up ſupper. The good goaler had 
prepared a plentiful ragout of hare, with 
a variety of wine, He loaded my plate 
with victuals, altho' I had no great appe- 
tite, and forced me to drink rather 
more than ordinary. After which, he 
took me kindly by the hand, - ſaying, 

8 «« S1gnior 
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« Signior de Sarntillane, I leave you to your 
e repoſe; for depend upon it, your con- 
© finement will not be of long duration: 
« the King is naturally good, and will 
*« ſoon refle& that you have been ſuffi - 
0 ciently puniſhed.” 80 ſaying, he went 
down ſtairs, and ſent up a ſervant to un- 
cover the table; and I endeavoured to go 
to reſt, | 

I had not been impriſoned above a 
week before my faithful Scipio had found 
me out. Torde/illas ſaid to me one day, 
« Signior G7 Blas, I have been ſpeaking 
« to a young man at the gate, who aſked 
« if you was not in confinement here. 
„ With tears in his eyes, he told me that 
« he was your chief domeſtic, and that 
« jt would be doing a charitable action 
in allowing him to ſee you. In ſhort, 
„(continued my keeper) ] have promiſed 
ce that he ſhall have that ſatisfaction at 
% night. 

| aſſured Tordeſillas, that he could not 
do me a greater pleaſure than to admit 
that young man, who 1 had ſome- 
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thing to communicate which it imported 
me very much to know. Scipio was ac- 
cordingly introduced in the evening, and 
we were overjoyed at the ſight of each 
other, N 

After mutually embracing each other, 


Scipio began to relate the ſituation of my 


affairs, ** You have no houſe now, {quoth 
* he) and, to ſpare you the trouble of 
* | aſking unneceſſary queſtions, I will tell 
© you in two words, what has paſſed at 
4% home. Your effects were pillaged, as 
well by the ſoldiers as by your own ſer- 
* yants, who, looking upon you as a loſt 
© man, paid themſelves their own wages 
% with what they could carry off. I luck- 

" jly ſaved from their talons two large 
« bags of double piſtoles, which I have 
« depoſited in the cuſtody of Salero, who 
« will reſtore them as ſoon as you ſhall be 
4 releaſed from this tower, where, I be- 
"© lieve you will not be long boarded at 
« his Majeſty's expence, becauſe you was 
« apprehended without the knowledge of 
% the Duke de Lerma.” 
82 I aſked 
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I aſked how he knew that his Excel- 
lency had no hand in my misfortunes, 
He anſwered, that he was informed by a 
friend, who enjoyed the confidence of the 
Duke. d4"Uzeda.” Calderona (ſaid he) 
* having diſcovered that Signiora Sirena, 
c under another name, received the Prince 
* of Spain in the night-time, and that 
te the intrigue was conducted by the 
© Count de Lemos, and that you was an 
&« acceſſary, determined to be revenged 
© on you both, as well ag upon his miſ- 
© treſs, and with this view he diſcovered 
*© the whole affair to the Duke d'Uzeda. 
The Duke, glad of fo fair an opportu- 
* nity of ruining his enemy, informed 
** the King of what he heard, and re- 

« preſented to him with great zeal ti 
© perils to which the Prince had been 
© expoſed, This rouſed his Majeſty's 
te indignation, who immediately ordered 
Sirena to the houſe of correction, ba- 


„ niſhed the Count de Lemos, and ordered 
** you to perpetual impriſonment. 80 


e that 
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that you ſee your misfortune is the work 
« of. your old colleague Calderona.” 

- In about three months, however, I ob- 
tained a releaſe, through- the interceſſion 
of the Prince. This information was 
confirmed to me by my keeper, who em- 
braced me, ſaying, ** My dear Gil Blas, 
« thank heaven you are free! the gates of 
d this priſon are open to you; hut upon 
« two conditions, which, perhaps, will 
&« give you pain, His Majeſty forbids 
« you to appear at court, and orders you 
© to quit the kingdom of Caffille in a 
«« month. I am truly ſorry that you are 
te prohibited from going to court. 
« And I am rejoicedat it (quoth I) I ex- 
te pected but one favour from the King, 
t and I have received two.“ 

The very next day Scipia and I ſet out 
for Madrid to retrieve our two bags, in 
each of which were go doubloons. My 
companion ſaid to me by the way, If 
« we are not rich enough to buy a mag- 
s nificent eſtate, we can at leaſt purchaſg 
* a convenient one.” —“ Had wg. only a 
HE ae 8 3 66 hut 
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„ hut (anſwered 1 1 ſhould be ſatisfied ; ; 


« for I feel myſelf quite detached from 
the world, and intend for the future te 
„dive for myſelf only; and I confeſs I 
have already formed an inchanting idea 
© of a country life, the pleaſures of which 
« T enjoy by anticipation.” 

„By your leave, Signior, (ſaid Scipio, 
«« ;nterrupting me) I am not altogether 
«« of your opinion, Why ſhould we live 
5 like Diogenes? if we indulge our appe- 
ts tites a little, we ſhall not find ourſelves 
«© a bit the worſe for it. Take my advice, 
«© and fince we have, thank heaven, enough 
« to make our retreat agreeable, let us 
* not make it the habitation of hunger 
« and poverty,” —<* Well, be it ſo, my 
'« friend, (quoth I) but in what kingdom 
© of Sparn do you think we ſhould eftabliſk 
our reſidence ?““! I vote for Arragon, 
9 (replied Scipio) we ſhall there find charm- 
„ ing ſpots, where we may lead a deli- 
„ cious life.” To this determination I 
et readily acquieſced; 
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CHAP, XXXV. 


. Gil Blas's Behaviour at Madrid, he meets a 
certain Perſon in the Streets. 'The Conſe- 
quences ah that Meeting. 


HE N we arrived at Madrid, we 
immediately repaired to Salero, in 
order to retrieve our doubloons. He gave. 
us a very civil reception, and expreſſed a 
deal of joy at ſeeing me at liberty. But 
| waving compliments, I ſaid, ** Signior 
E331 % Gabriel, be ſo kind, if you pleaſe, as 
| « to deliver the two thouſand piſtoles, 
« which” —*< Your money is ready for . 
«© you ſaid he, interrupting me; and 
« conducting us into his cloſet, .he ſhewed 
aus the two bags, to each of which he 
* had tied a label containing theſe words: 
„ 'Theſe bags of doubloons belong to 
“ Signior Gil Blas of Santillane.” — There 
1 © they are, (ſaid he) juſt as they were 
„ committed to my care. 
| I thanked 
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I thanked Salero for the ſervice he had 
done me, and carried the bags to our lodg- 
ings, where we began to examine the money. 
The tale was juſt, after deducting about 
fifty, which had been employed in procuring 
my enlargement. 

We now thought of nothing but our de- 
parture for Arragon. Scipio undertook to 
buy a chaiſe and two mules; and while I 
was going fi om one place to another, bar- 
gaining for what I wanted, I met the Baron 
Steinbach, that officer of the German guards, 
in whoſe houſe Don Alpbonſo had been 


brought up. 
I ſaluted the Baron, who embraced me 


very affectionately. I told him that I was 
glad to ſee his lordſhip in good health, and 
to find at the ſame time an opportunity of: 
hearing from Don Cæſar and Don 4/phon/o 
de Ley va. They are both actually at 
%% Madrid, (quoth he) and lodge in my 
* houſe. Come along with me, and you 
** ſhall ſee them þoth immediately.” 


I found 


* 


or GIL Blas, 213 


I found Don Alphonſe in the hall, play- 
ing at cheſs with the Baroneſs ; as ſoon as 
he perceived me, he quitted the game, met 
me with tranſport, and ſaid, ** What! San- 
* zillane, have 1 found you again! I am 
* overjoyed at meeting with you | But 
* tell me your buſineſs at Madrid, and be 
*© aſſured, that I ſhare as much as ever in 
*© what concerns you.” —** Signior, (an- 
** ſwered I) ſomething leſs than four months 
ago, I filled a pretty conſiderable poſt at 
court; having had the honour to be ſe- 
* cretary and confident to the Duke of 
** Lerma.”—* Is it poſſible; (ſaid Don 
& Alphonſo aſtoniſhed) ** What! was you 
e in the prime Miniſter's confidence? 
e I gained his favour, (quoth I) and loſt 
c it in the manner you ſhall hear.” I then 
«© recounted the whole ſtory, and ended 
«© my narration with the reſolution I had 
taken, to buy a ſmall cottage, in which 
I propoſed to lead a retired life. þ 

Don * replied, . My dear Gil 
* Blas, you ſhall be the ſport of fortune 
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% no longer. Since you deſign to live in 
« the country, I beſtow upon you a ſmall 
1 farm which I have hard by Lirias, You 
oy know the place, and therefore I ſay no 
% more.” 

I kiſſed Ablmſis hand, more charmed 
with the goodneſs of his heart than with 
the value of his preſent. „ Signior (ſaid 
« J) your behaviour enchants me, The 
% offer you make is the more agreeable, 
«« as it precedes the knowledge of a piece 
of ſervice which I did you; and 1 
% would rather owe it to your generoſity 
** than to your acknowledgment.” My 
governor was ſurpriſed at my dſl urſe, 
and aſked what ſervice I had done gt. | 
I told him, and the ſtory redoubled his 
ſurprize. He, and the Baron de Ste u- 
bach, was far from thinking that the g9- 
vernment of Yalencia had been beftowed 
upon him by my intereſt, Nevertheleſs 
he could not doubt my veracity z © Gil 
« Blas (ſaid he) fince I owe my poſt to 
«« you, I do not intend to confine my 
* gratitude to the little farm of Lirias, 

« J will 
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6 J will give Jou along with it 2000 da+ 
& cats yearly." 

Thus. was I once more relieved from 
the frowns of fortune, and. Seip rejoiced 
in reflecting that we ſhould eat plenty of 
veniſon, and drink the beſt of wine. And 
indeed when we arrived at Liriat we found 
ourſelves honourably received by all my 
vaſſals and tenants, who expreſſed their ſa» 
tisfaction by every demonſtration, of joy. 


ö But here we had not ſettled ourſelves - 
: long before Donna Antonia, the daughtex* . 
[ of a neighbouring gentleman, ran away” * 
ſ with my heart; and indeed I thought 1 

4 Y wanted nothing but a wife to make my 

's happineſs complete. And ſuch a wife ? 


O heavens !—ſhe was about eighteen, . 
with the fineſt form, the moſt regular 


{a features, the faireſt complexion, and the 
J- fineſt eyes in the world. In ſhort, I re- 
d ſolved to marry her, and Scipzo 3 : 
(s my reſolution. 

il The moment being arrived, in which 
to Hymen was to join my fate to that of An- 
w tonias. 
35 
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fonia; the ceremony was performed amid : 
the acclamations of the inhabitants of the 
village. Elegant entertainments were pro, 
vided for the company of all ranks, and th 

oung peaſants with their partners having 
danced all day, retired to their own houſes, 

One thing only now remained, which, 
as I had as good a fortune, more bene 
volence, and leſs pride than when I was 
the confident of the Duke of Lerma, was 
eaſily adjuſted, and this was to make an ams 
ple proviſion for my aged parents. 1 
I beſtow upon them annually with a hearty 
good wilt; they receive it with thankful 
neſs ; and I hope will live to enjoy it many 
years, | 
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